
Wreningham Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council

held in the Margaret Preston Room, Wreningham Village Hall on Tuesday 13
September 2016 at 7.30pm.

In Attendance: Cllr M Hill (Chairman), Cllr P Dalmazzo-Aukland ,  Cllr H Glaves

Parish Clerk Anne Rayner 
District Councillor Phil Hardy
PCSO Darrin Sore 
7 members of the public

801 To consider apologies for absence – Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs 
Gauthier, Morris and Moon.

802 To receive declarations of interest – None to declare 

803 Open Forum, including reports from District & County Councillors and PCSO, if present – 
PCSO Sore reported that there had been one crime, an attempted burglary, during the period 12 
July – 12 September 2016. One noise nuisance relating to a house party was also reported. The 
continuing problem of poor parking around the school was discussed and PCSO Sore confirmed 
he will attend all of the schools he covers to remind parents again to park legally and 
considerately. 

District Councillor Hardy reminded those present about the Members’ Ward Fund, which can be 
used for projects on an ongoing basis, not for one off costs. Cllr Hardy advised that he would look 
into a recent project undertaken by another parish to improve their broadband coverage as this 
may be something he could help fund. 

A member of the public asked for information relating to both the trod path and the drainage plan 
for the Church Road development. The Chairman confirmed that a ditch has recently been dug at 
the rear of the development, which will carry water westerly. Ownership of the ditch it feeds into is 
currently being decided. The run off water from downpipes on the properties will be taken 
backwards via drains to the ditch. The ditch will be left open and it is expected that a clause in the 
deeds of the properties will stress that relevant sections of the ditch must be maintained and 
managed by each of the new owners. The Chairman also confirmed that the trod path was 
included to try to allay concerns about road and walking safety on the corner. It is possible it may 
be driven on in the future and eroded but the parish council hopes that people drive considerately,
in order that the path remains. 

804 To approve the minutes of the last meeting (12 July 2016) – The minutes were approved 
without alteration and signed as correct by the Chairman. 

805  Administrative Issues
 Review the grant awarding policy - It was agreed that the policy did not need amendment 

and this was therefore recorded for review in another three years. 
 To review procedures for dealing with planning applications – South Norfolk Council now

ask for parish council comments to be received within 21 days notice of the application being 
issued, with no opportunity for extensions to the deadline. SNC have suggested parish 
council adopt new methods of dealing with planning applications which cannot be discussed 
at a meeting e.g. the clerk circulates the details and asks for a response within a certain time 
frame. The clerk then collates draft comments based on the responses, sends to the 
Chairman for approval and then submits to SNC. It was agreed that the clerk will write a 
procedure confirming that: all planning applications will be circulated to Councillors, 
confirming either that they can be dealt with at a meeting or giving seven days for Councillors 
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to respond with comments. Details of the planning application will be posted on the website. 
The clerk will collate comments and draft a response to be agreed with the Chair before 
submission to South Norfolk Council. Action AR. 

 To consider options for the old PC computer – The old PC tablet remains unsold. It was 
agreed to advertise this in the Mardle. If this fails it will be given to a charity. 

806  Planning 
▪ Planning applications received – None 
▪ Planning decisions 

 2016/1231 Lilac Cottage Wymondham Rd – approved
 2016/1425 Elm Tree Barn – Oak lean to (approved) steel framed workshop 

(refused)
 2016/1831 The Old Chapel – Retrospective for garage & log store – 

approved

The Chairman reported that he had attended a Greater Norwich Development Plan (GNDP) 
meeting at South Norfolk Council on 12 September. Issues relating to planning, the economy, 
housing needs and transport were all discussed. South Norfolk Council and the other 
participating councils advised that they are keen to hear views of parishes and communities, 
whilst being mindful that they must obtain housing targets set by central Government. Public 
consultation will begin in Autumn 2017, with Secretary of State approval planned in Spring 
2019 and adoption in 2020. 

807 Village Maintenance and Highways 
 Access request from Rectory Cottage – Possible solutions and implications regarding this 

request were circulated prior to the meeting, including the option of obtaining an “annual 
licence” but also the suggestion of an alternative access point. These options were 
discussed and it was agreed that the clerk would write to the owners detailing the terms of 
the annual licence and suggesting that the owners bear all costs of this, if they wished to 
proceed. The question of planning permission for vehicular access would also need to be 
investigated. Alternatively, it is believed there is an additional access point onto Mill Road, 
which the owners may wish to consider. Action AR. 

 Footpath warden – agree role summary and receive report – The proposed role details 
were circulated some time ago. Councillors and Mr Ryder agreed this summary was 
satisfactory and the role description was adopted. Main points included in the report from 
Mr Ryder were: The extremely poor reporting system provided by Norfolk County Council 
and the lack of response when issues are reported, overgrown paths (which have mostly 
been cut back with the help of the Ramblers) and lack of maintenance by some 
landowners. It was reported that Ashwellthorpe PC are considering taking on the 
maintenance of their own footpaths, with the possibility of Norfolk County Council funding 
this through part of their budget and it was agreed that Wreningham would consider joining
forces with Ashwellthorpe. The possibility of reclaiming “lost” footpaths was also 
considered as a new definitive map is planned for 2026, after which point it will no longer 
be possible to reclaim old paths. 

 Public Access Defibrillator – The clerk reported that, during discussions with the 
Community Heartbeat Trust (CHT) they mentioned that the National Lottery is currently 
accepting bids for defibrillators, to their general fund. It was agreed that the clerk proceed 
with the application. Action AR. 

 Play area – report from clerk’s training – The clerk attended play area training. The 
requirements are: Weekly inspections (recorded), quarterly checks by qualified competent 
person RoSPA level 2 qualified, full annual inspection.  Jon Moon has the lead for this and 
HG volunteered to be included in a weekly rota for inspections. It was agreed that the clerk
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will liaise with JM and HG, revise the checklist and arrange a rota of people to carry out the
checks. The clerk will write to the school to see what checks they carry out. It was also 
agreed that the clerk obtain quotes for the quarterly checks. Action AR. 

 Parish Partnership Scheme and possible sign information for the B1113 – Travis Perkins
have indicated that they may be prepared to contribute to new signage for the northern 
approach to the crossroads at the B1113. The Chairman is waiting to hear from them 
further. Any application to the parish partnership scheme will need to be agreed at the next
meeting in November, as the closing date for applications is 16 December 2016. 

 To consider quotes for tree works – Four people in total were invited to quote and quotes 
were received from two of these people. The quotes were discussed at some length, with 
Councillors agreeing to ask Dennis Reeder to carry out the work. The clerk will write to 
both parties who provided quotes. It is anticipated that the work will start in October. 
Action AR. 

 Any time limited village and highways issues – None to report. 

808 Finance 
 To receive and approve the financial report – The financial report, circulated prior to the 

meeting, was approved. 
 To consider the annual review and salary review for the clerk – It was agreed to carry 

this forward to the next meeting. 
 Grant applications for – Last Wednesday Coffee Shop, Wreningham Churchyard, 

Wreningham Village Hall and the Mardle – Grant applications have been received in 
respect of these causes. The applications were discussed and Councillors agreed to 
approve the grant payments. 

 To approve the following payments: 

Chq no Amount Payee Notes 
100170 £291.16 A Rayner Aug & Sep salary 
100171 £146.20 Post Office Ltd  Q 2 clerk tax  
100172 £  60.00 Community A N Play area training 
100173 £100.00 C Minns Distrcit  Cllr  –  Coffee  club

grant
100174 £220.00 Wren  Sports  &

Social 
Litter pick prize money 

100175 £160.00 Upper  Tas  Valley
PCC

Grant from PC

100176 £200.00 Wren Village Hall Grant from PC
100177 £100.00 C Minns Coffee Club grant from PC

809 Correspondence 
 Suffolk and Norfolk ALC response to the devolution consultation - noted
 Various correspondence concerning noise from the Lotus track – Councillor 

Dalmazzo reported that he has recently received information suggesting that the noise 
should lessen as the track is being rented out less in the future and there will be no more 
driving academy days. 

 Norfolk Silica Sand Review  - Noted 
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810  Date of next meeting – 15 November 2016 
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