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ABSTRACT 

This report describes the results of archaeological excavation carried out by Pre-

Construct Archaeology on land north of Church Road, Wreningham, Norfolk, NR16 

1BA (centred on NGR TM 16083 98828) between 8th February and 18th March 2016.  

The archaeological work was commissioned by Lanpro Services on behalf of FW 

Properties, in response to a planning condition attached to the construction of 10 

new homes with associated access roads, services and landscaping.  The aim of the 

work was to preserve by record any archaeological remains which would be 

damaged or destroyed by the new development.   

 

The excavation identified several phases of rural settlement and agriculture.  The 

earliest of these was a trackway running east to west across the central part of the 

site. Finds dated the track way to the Late Saxon period; though it is likely the track 

way existed much earlier.  The second phase of site was a Late Saxon settlement, 

with associated plot boundary ditches, posthole building, pits and a pottery kiln which 

contained six complete pots of a type previously identified elsewhere, and which 

have been referred to as 'Wreningham Ware' in the report. During the early medieval 

period the settlement shifted west and became more regular. Associated features of 

the settlement included; plot boundary ditches, a posthole structure, two disused 

oven pits, a series of fenced plots and a cluster of pits dating to the medieval period. 

The settlement was abandoned by the late 14th century, when three large 

boundaries are established on the site. The site adds to a growing body of evidence 

for development of rural Saxon and Medieval settlement, but more importantly the 

discovery of the pottery kiln on site potentially indicates a presence of Late Saxon 

rural pottery manufacture in the area. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 An archaeological excavation was undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology 

Ltd (PCA) on land north of Church Road, Wreningham, Norfolk, NR16 1BA 

(centred on Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference (NGR) TM 16083 

98828) between 8th February and 18th March 2016 (Figure 1; Plates 1 and 

2).            

1.2 The site is located around 7.4 miles southwest of Norwich City centre, and is 

on the northern outskirts of Wreningham village. The site is bounded to the 

south by Church Road and to the east and west by residential properties.    

1.3 The archaeological work was commissioned by Lanpro Services on behalf of 

FW Properties, in response to an archaeological planning condition attached 

to the construction of 10 new homes with associated access roads, services 

and landscaping (Planning Reference 2015/2449). 

1.4 A trial trench evaluation of the site, carried out by Archaeology South East 

(ASE) in April 2015, revealed a number of linear features as well as 

numerous pits and postholes, dating to the late Saxon and early medieval 

period, suggesting settlement or roadside activity alongside Church Road. A 

single pit was believed to be dated to the Iron Age.            

1.5 The excavation was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of 

Investigation (WSI) prepared by Paul Gajos (Gajos 2015) in response to a 

condition attached to planning permission for the residential development of 

site.  This advice states that, in accordance with paragraph 141 of the 

National Planning Policy Framework, any planning permission granted for 

development of the site should be subject to the following archaeological 

conditions: 

1. No development shall take place within the area indicated [the whole site] 

until a Written Scheme of Investigation for a programme of archaeological 

works has been submitted to and approved by the local planning authority in 

writing. The scheme of investigation shall include an assessment of 
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significance of heritage assets present; and  

a. The programme and methodology of site investigation and recording 

b. The programme for post-investigation assessment of recovered material 

c. Provision to be made for analysis of the site investigation and recording 

d. Provision to be made for publication and dissemination of the analysis and 

records of the site investigation 

e. Provision to be made for archive deposition of the analysis and records of 

the site investigation 

f. Nomination of a competent person or persons/ organisation to undertake 

the works set out within the Written Scheme of Investigation  

2. No demolition/development shall take place other than in accordance with 

the Written Scheme of Investigation approved under part (1).     

3. The development shall not be occupied until the site investigation and 

post investigation has been completed in accordance with the programme 

set out in the Written Scheme of Investigation approved under part (1) and 

the provision be made for analysis, publication and dissemination of results 

and archive deposition has been secured.  

1.6 The main aims of the excavation were to 'preserve by record' any 

archaeological remains present in those areas of the site which would be 

affected by groundworks associated with the new development, to establish 

the spatial extent of the archaeological activity in the proposed investigation 

area, to recover information relating to the nature and function of past human 

activity represented by the surviving archaeological remains, to interpret the 

nature of human activity at the site and to place the site within its local, 

regional and national context as appropriate, assess the site formation 
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processes and the effects that these may have had on the survival and 

integrity of the archaeological features and deposits, to produce a site 

archive for deposition with an appropriate museum and to provide 

information for the local HER to ensure the long-term survival excavated 

data.   

1.7 This Post-Excavation Assessment (PXA) describes the results of the 

excavation and their significance, presents questions and methods for 

further analysis and research during the post-excavation phase of the 

project, and provides a proposal for dissemination of the project results 

through publication in Medieval Archaeology.  Following completion of the 

project, the site archive will be deposited at Norfolk County Council 

Archaeology Store.  
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2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 

2.1 The geology of the site is Lewes Nodular Chalk Formation, Newhaven Chalk 

Formation and Culver Chalk Formation, overlain by superficial deposits of 

Lowestoft Formation diamicton (British Geological Survey 2016).         

2.2 The Lowestoft Formation diamicton (111) was present in the excavation area 

at depths between c. 0.46m and 0.48m below present ground level. The 

natural geology was overlain by a mid-greyish brown silty clay topsoil (110).   

2.3 The site is on relatively level ground to the north of Church Road (Figure 2). 

The surface of the natural geology was recorded at elevations ranging from 

45.64m OD in the north-east of the site to 44.40m OD in the west, a fall of 

just over 1m.   

2.4 The site has an overall area of approximately 0.65ha.  At the time of the 

excavation, the site was farmland. Land to the north of the site remains 

undeveloped in character, while residential properties are present to the east 

and west and Church Road to the south.          
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3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

3.1 The site lies in an area of known archaeological significance, as recorded in 

the Norfolk Historic Environment Record (NHER). The site is located in an 

area of archaeological interest which has revealed evidence for land-use and 

settlement from the prehistoric to the post-medieval period in the 

surrounding area. This archaeological background has been taken from the 

evaluation report written by Angus Forshaw of ASE (Forshaw 2015).    

3.2 Recent archaeological investigations at the eastern end of Church Road 

revealed the remains of a large Roman oven along with a Roman and 

medieval pit (NHER 605). A limited number of finds including Roman pottery 

and coins were found within the site area. A lack of artefactual remains from 

the immediate vicinity of the oven complex suggests that it could have been 

a specialist industrial zone, with the occupational area located elsewhere.               

3.3 Further Roman evidence has been found to the south of the site in the form 

of an isolated dupondis coin Emperor Claudius I, which was minted between 

AD 41 and AD 54 (NHER 9961). 

3.4 The village of Wreningham is recorded in the Domesday Book, and is noted 

as having 27.5 households and being held by Vagn. The modern parish of 

Wreningham is comprised of the three medieval parishes of Little 

Wreningham, Great Wreningham and Nelonde. 

3.5 All Saints' Church (NHER 9996) lies immediately to the east of the site, 

adjacent and to the north of the Church Road. It was originally associated 

with the parish of Great Wreningham, yet became the main parish church 

when the medieval parishes were united in 1414. The earliest dating for the 

church can be found in material in the lower stage of the tower which dates 

to the 13th century. The upper stages of the west tower were rebuilt and 

restored in 183 following collapse. It is possible that the church predates the 

13th century, with a stone niche within the west face of the church containing 

a stone monster of unknown date.  
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3.6 Medieval remains are found in the area surrounding the site, with a possible 

medieval enclosure (NHER 9991) approximately 1km to the north, and a 

destroyed medieval moated enclosure (NHER 9952) approximately 1.5km to 

the west. Further earthworks of medieval and post-medieval date are also 

found to the west of the site in the form of trackways and boundaries (NHER 

54708, 54675).  

3.7 A number of post medieval listed buildings are located within the immediate 

environs of the site area, the earliest of which is Willy's Croft (NHER 36180), 

a partially timber framed, thatched property which dates to the 17th century 

and lies to the immediate west of the site. Fir Grove Cottage (NHER 57331), 

to the north of the site is another timber framed building of a similar date.  

3.8 Undated earthworks can be found approximately 300m south of the site in 

the form of a series earthworks comprising of curving banks situated 

alongside a former stream course and possible field boundaries (NHER 

49137).  

3.9 Stray finds in the area include two Neolithic polished stone axeheads to the 

north of the site area (NHER 9958, 9959), and a medieval lead circular seal 

matrix to its west (NHER 21168).  

3.10 The site was subject to a trial trench evaluation, carried out by Archaeology 

South East (ASE) in April 2015 (Forshaw 2015).  A total of three linear trial 

trenches (totalling 90m) were excavated, revealing ditches and gullies, in 

addition to a smaller number of discrete pits and postholes.  A number of the 

ditches were thought to represent field or plot boundaries.  

3.11 Trench 1 revealed a series of regularly-spaced roughly north to south 

aligned ditches, usually with a gap of c. 3m between each ditch, and 

containing material dating from the 11th century. It is possible that they 

represented field or plot boundaries with [1/026] possibly having a drainage 

function. Postholes were recorded in the eastern half of the trench; however 

these were undated and demonstrated no apparent structural shape or use.  
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3.12 Rubbish pits found in the western end of Trench 2 were of similar date to the 

features in Trench 1, with pottery evidence indicating a 10th century date. 

The largest pit contained highly decorated Grimston Ware in its upper fill, 

suggesting that it was in use until the 13th - 14th century and was 

considered to be part of a later phase of activity. A large linear feature at the 

east end of the trench was probably a boundary ditch; it was broadly north 

south aligned and seemed to be contemporary with the ditches in Trench 1. 

It was considered likely that these collectively formed a series of boundaries 

extending back off Church Road, to the south. Two parallel gullies were also 

recorded, they contained no dating evidence but were considered to be of a 

similar date. They were thought to form the opposing sides of a small 

enclosure or be for agricultural /land management purposes.  

3.13 Two ditches, containing material of late Anglo-Saxon date, were found 

running east-west across Trench 3. It is possible that these formed rear 

boundaries of settlement plots located alongside Church Road. Between the 

ditches were five pits of varying size, one of which contained a high amount 

of charcoal within its fill indicative of occupational waste.  

3.14 Only small quantities of finds were present in the features identified during 

the evaluation (Cass 2013, 43-50).  The pottery assemblage comprised 321 

sherds and mainly consisted of late Anglo-Saxon, Saxo-Norman or medieval 

date, although Iron Age and Romano-British pottery was also present.  A 

number of contexts contained well-represented vessels, suggesting much of 

the pottery was the product of primary deposition. There was no pottery from 

the site which dated to after the 14th century, and only one pit [2/0006] 

contained a number of sherds of glazed Grimston Ware, dating to the 13th-

14th century and all of which were from a single, highly decorated jug with 

modelled face-masks, applied tendrils and painted brown slip-stripes. Other 

finds, including bone, were scarce.  Bulk soil samples contained few charred 

plant macrofossils, including wheat and barley.   

3.15 Overall, the evaluation indicated the likely presence on the site of late Anglo-

Saxon and early medieval occupation and settlement. The site thus had 
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potential to contribute to our knowledge of the village of Wreningham’s 

development.                
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4 METHODOLOGY 

4.1 General (Figure 3) 

4.1.1 The excavation area was split into two areas; Area A and Area B, which 

totalled c. 0.65ha. Area A occupied the eastern half of the field.  It was 

roughly rectangular in plan, widening to the east.  It encompassed the main 

areas of Anglo-Saxon occupation which were identified during the 

evaluation.  Area B occupied the western half of the field. It was roughly 

rectangular in plan, widening to the west. It was located over the area of 12th 

century field or plot boundaries seen during the evaluation.      

4.2 Excavation Methodology  

4.2.1 Ground reduction during the excavation was carried out under 

archaeological supervision using a 21-ton 360° tracked mechanical 

excavator fitted with a 2m-wide toothless ditching bucket.  Topsoil deposits 

were removed in spits down to the level of the undisturbed natural geological 

deposits where potential archaeological features could be observed and 

recorded.  No features or deposits of archaeological interest survived above 

the level of the natural geology.    

4.2.2 Exposed surfaces were cleaned by trowel and sand-hoe as appropriate and 

all further excavation was undertaken manually using hand tools.   

4.3 Recording and Finds Recovery 
4.3.1 The limits of excavations, heights above Ordnance Datum (m OD) and the 

locations of archaeological features and interventions were recorded using a 

Leica 1200 GPS rover unit with RTK differential correction, giving three-

dimensional accuracy of 20mm or better.   

4.3.2 Deposits or the removal of deposits judged by the excavating archaeologist 

to constitute individual events were each assigned a unique record number 

(often referred to within British archaeology as ‘context numbers’) and 

recorded on pre-printed forms (Taylor and Brown 2009).  Archaeological 

processes recognised by the deposition of material are signified in this report 

by round brackets (thus), while events constituting the removal of deposits 
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are referred to here as ‘cuts’ and signified by square brackets [thus].  Where 

more than one slot was excavated through an individual feature, each 

intervention was assigned additional numbers for the cutting event and for 

the deposits it contained (these deposits within cut features being referred to 

here as ‘fills’).  Multiple sections excavated across a single feature were later 

grouped together by unique ‘group numbers’, signified here by capitals: e.g. 

DITCH 1.  The record numbers assigned to cuts, deposits and groups are 

entirely arbitrary and in no way reflect the chronological order in which 

events took place. All features and deposits excavated during the excavation 

are listed in Appendix 2. Artefacts recovered during excavation were 

assigned to the record number of the deposit from which they were retrieved. 

4.3.3 Metal-detecting was carried out during the topsoil stripping and throughout 

the excavation process. Archaeological features and spoil heaps were 

scanned by metal-detector periodically.   

4.3.4 High-resolution digital photographs were taken of all relevant features and 

deposits, and were used to keep a record of the excavation process.  In 

addition, monochrome photographs were taken of significant features. 

4.4 Sampling Strategy  

4.4.1 A running section of the kiln was drawn along the axis of the firing chamber 

and the stokehole, photographed and recorded at an appropriate scale 

(either 1:10 or 1:20), before being 100% excavated (Figure 10). The stoke 

hole and firing chamber were excavated separately. 

4.4.2 Discrete features were 50% excavated, photographed and recorded by a 

section scaled drawing at an appropriate scale (either 1:10 or 1:20) (Figure 

11).   

4.4.3 Linear features were 10% excavated, photographed and recorded by a 

section scaled drawing at an appropriate scale (either 1:10 or 1:20) (Figure 

11). Investigations of ditches concentrated on areas away from junctions or 

intersections in order to recover uncontaminated dating evidence. Where the 

stratigraphic relationship between features could not be discerned in plan, 
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relationship slots were also excavated and these were recorded as part of 

the GPS survey and noted on the relevant record sheets. Excavation also 

focused on ditch terminals as these are known to have often been focal 

points for deliberate deposits of artefacts, particularly on prehistoric sites.     

4.5 Environmental Sampling  
4.5.1 A total of 47 bulk samples (normally 20-40 litres in volume unless insufficient 

material was available due to the size of the feature) were taken to extract 

and identify micro- and macro-botanical remains.  The aim of this sampling 

was to investigate the past environment and economy of the site, and 

particularly to identify any evidence relating to the nature of the agricultural 

regime(s) in which the field system(s) operated.  These samples were taken 

from sealed deposits.  In order to assess any spatial or functional patterning 

in the deposition/ presence of plant remains, a range of different feature 

types (ditches, pits), distributed across the excavation area, were sampled. 

4.5.2 Four samples for radiocarbon dating were taken from the kiln. These 

samples were excavated and removed from deposits by trowel and 

immediately wrapped in aluminium foil in order to avoid contact with any 

organic material which might contaminate the sample and render dates 

unsafe.     
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5 QUANTIFICATION OF ARCHIVE 

5.1 Paper Archive 
Type Evaluation Excavation Total 

Context register sheets 

 

42 

 Context sheets 76 893 

 Plan registers 

   Plans at 1:50 

   Plans at 1:20 

   Plans at 1:10 

   Plans at 1:5 

   Section register sheets 

 

14 

 Sections at 1:10 & 1:20 

 

304 

 Trench record sheets 

 

0 

 Photo register sheets  13  

Small finds register sheets 

 

1 

 Environmental register sheets 

 

4 

 
5.2 Digital Archive 

Type Evaluation Excavation Total 

Digital photos 90 1162 1252 

GPS survey files  10  

Digital plans    

GIS project 

   Access database 

 

1 

  

5.3 Physical Archive 
Type Evaluation Excavation Total 

Struck flint 

 

59 pieces 

 Burnt flint 

 

2557g 

 

Pottery 

 

2622 

sherds 

 Ceramic building material (CBM)  19565.5g  

Glass    

Worked stone    

Small Finds    

Metal  35 pieces  
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Animal bone    

Shell    

Environmental bulk samples  47  

Environmental bulk samples (10 litre buckets)    

Monolith samples    

Other samples (specify)    

Black and white films 30   

Colour slides    
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6 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE 

6.1 Overview (Figure 3) 

6.1.1 The excavation revealed predominantly settlement expansion, movement 

and retraction. The context data will be ordered as follows; Period / Location 

/ Group 'name' cut numbers / context numbers. Group 'name' (i.e. Track 

way) is the umbrella term used to gather contexts that are related and form 

an overall function, which may have developed over extended time periods.  

6.1.2 Based on their stratigraphy, spatial associations and available finds 

evidence, the features revealed on the site can be assigned to the following 

five phases: 

1) Late Saxon (9th-10th Century) 

2) Late Saxon to Early Medieval (9th-11th Century) 

3) Early Medieval to Medieval (11th-14th Century) 

4) Medieval (14th-15th Century) 

5) Post medieval (AD 1540-1900) 

6.1.3 Late Saxon activity is initially shown on site through a series of parallel 

ditches that form a track way. A series of postholes recorded along the 

ditches suggest the route was once lined with posts and possibly later used 

as part of a boundary line. 

6.1.4 Late Saxon to Early Medieval (9th-11th Century) activity is evidenced by a 

series of ditches, postholes and pits, which show significant settlement 

activity on a north-west to south-east alignment. A single posthole structure 

was recorded, dating to the Late Saxon period, though its use probably 

extended into the 11th Century. A pottery kiln which contained six complete 

pots was also dated to this period. 
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6.1.5 During the early medieval (11th-12th Century), the settlement moved 

eastwards, and the ditches recorded suggest a more formal layout, with a 

north-north-east to south-south west alignment. A large boundary ditch was 

dug on a north-south alignment just to the west of the main settlement area. 

A posthole structure dated to the 11th-12th century was recorded as well as 

two ovens which went out of use during the medieval period (12th-14th 

century). Evidence for medieval settlement was mainly in the form of a series 

of rubbish pits. Evidence of animal pens or small plot subdivisions was 

evident to the east of site, on top of the former late Saxon settlement. A pig 

burial recorded in that part of site furthered evidenced animal husbandry 

occurring on the land during that period. 

6.1.6 Settlement occupation on the site ceased during the 14th century, and the 

land reverted back to agricultural use. Three new boundary lines in the form 

of substantial ditches were established during the medieval period and were 

maintained and re-dug through to at least the 15th century.  

6.1.7 There was little evidence for post-medieval activity on site (AD 1540-1900) 

beyond the re-use of a large early medieval pit as a rubbish pit [210] in the 

far north-west corner of site, a small pit cutting the top fill of DITCH 67 in 

Area B and a series of small postholes, likely a temporary fence-line, to the 

north of Area A.  

6.1.8 It is likely that many of the features were deeper during antiquity, and 

through heavy truncation by modern activity it is likely that a number of 

shallower, smaller features have been lost.  

6.2 Undated Natural Feature [446]  
6.2.1 Tree Throw [446] was oval in plan, measuring 0.8m long, 0.5m wide and 

0.1m deep.  It had moderate sides and an irregular base and had a single fill 

of mid-greyish brown silty sandy clay (447). No finds were present.  

6.3 Late Saxon (9th-10th Century) (Figure 4) 
6.3.1 The activity of this period was defined by a series of parallel ditches, on a 

north-west to south-east alignment, forming a track way which seems to lead 
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to the nearby All Saints Church, which is located to the east of site. Dating 

from the ditches was predominantly Late Saxon however it is highly likely 

that the track way was originally created earlier and that the pottery found 

originated from the Late Saxon settlement that later cut across the track way. 

Postholes cutting into the ditches suggest that the track was once fence-

lined, however dating from a number of postholes suggest that the ditch lines 

were also later re-used as boundary lines during the early-medieval to 

medieval periods.  

TRACKWAY  

DITCHES 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

DITCH 1 (Slots [647], [661], [657]) 

6.3.2 DITCH 1 was located in Area A and was aligned east-south-east to west-

north-west, extending for 38m and continuing beyond the limit of the 

excavation to the east.  It was narrower and shallower where it terminated to 

the west-north-west, measuring c. 0.53 wide x 0.31m deep, with a rounded 

profile. The east-south-east end of the ditch was generally larger, measuring 

up to c. 1.10m wide x 0.40m deep, with steep, straight-sided sides and a flat 

base. Three sherds (10g) of Late Saxon pottery were found in Slot [647], 

including a small sherd of Wreningham Ware (2g) along with 1.5g of daub; 

one sherd (12g) of Wreningham Ware pottery was recovered from Slot [657], 

along with 98g of daub; and nine sherds (56g) of Late Saxon pottery were 

found in Slot [661], including a sherd (6g) of Wreningham Ware, along with 

19g of daub and burnt clay. The fill was mid yellowish brown silty clay (646), 

(660), (656) with chalk inclusions and was cut by Postholes [176], [170], 

[178]. 

DITCH 2 (Slot [500]) 

6.3.3 DITCH 2 was aligned parallel to DITCH 1, extending east-south-east to 

west-north-west for 45m and extending beyond the limit of excavation to the 

east. DITCH 2 was less substantial than the outer boundary (DITCH 1), 

measuring around 0.50m wide by c. 0.15m deep, with a u-shaped profile.  

Two sherds (33g) of intrusive early medieval pottery were found in Slot [500]. 
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The fill of DITCH 2 was a light brown-grey mottled yellow brown clay silty 

clay, (499) and was cut by DITCHES 60 and 42, and postholes [174], [170], 

[178], 651], [653], [570], [506], [502], and [504]. 

DITCH 3 (Slots [680], [410], [357], [335])  

6.3.4 DITCH 3 was aligned west-north-west to east-south-east, parallel to 

DITCHES 1 and 2.  It extended from east to west for 77m, continuing beyond 

the limit of excavation to the east. To the east of the ditch it was cut by 

DITCHES 34, 12 and 20, from the centre to the west it was cut by DITCHES 

60, 43, 62, 46 and 30, and postholes [420], [378], [349], [347], [345], [343], 

[341], [339], and [337].  DITCH 3 had steep sides with a concave base and 

was 0.50-0.74m wide and 0.16-0.31m deep. The fill consisted of mid 

yellowish brown mottled light grey silty clay (681), (409), (356), (334) from 

which one sherd (42g) of Thetford Ware pottery was recovered in Slot [357]. 

DITCH 4 (Slots [232], [525]) 

6.3.5 DITCH 4 extended from south-east to north-west for 33m, crossing from 

Area A into Area B and extending beyond the northern limit of excavation. In 

Area B the ditch was cut by DITCHES 67 and 68. It was shallow, measuring 

0.20m wide and 0.09-0.10m deep, with sharply-sloping sides and a flat base.  

The fill consisted of mid brownish grey mottled orange brown clayey silt 

(231), (524). No finds were present, however due to its location and 

alignment with other features in the area it has been determined that the 

ditch is at least Saxon in date.   

DITCH 5 (Slot [639]) 

6.3.6 DITCH 5 was a short (8.5m long) ditch, cut by DITCH 69 to the east on a 

west-north-west to east-south-east alignment, parallel to DITCH 4. It was a 

small ditch, only 0.32m wide and 0.10m deep at its terminus to the east-

north-east end, with a rounded profile, becoming wider to the west (up to 

0.40m wide). The ditch was cut by postholes [641], [643], and [779] along its 

length. No finds were present in the light greyish brown sandy silty clay fill 

(638).    

DITCH 6 (Slots [633], [574]) 
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6.3.7 DITCH 6 was a short (9m long) ditch, on an east-south-east to west-north-

west alignment, parallel with DITCH 4 and 0.6m northwest of DITCH 5 and 

cut by posthole [576]. It had a moderately-sloping rounded profile and was 

0.40-0.76m wide and 0.12-0.17m deep. The fill consisted of mid greyish 

brown sandy silty clay (632), (573); two sherds (11g) of Late Saxon pottery 

were found in Slot [574].          

DITCH 7 (Slots [631], [885]) 

6.3.8 DITCH 7 was aligned east-south-east to west-north-west, parallel to DITCH 

4 and 0.7m south of DITCH 5. It extended south-eastwards from the limit of 

excavation for 42m. DITCH 7 was 0.66m wide and 0.15-0.20m deep, 

becoming shallower towards its terminus, with moderately sloping rounded 

sides and a concave base. The fill consisted of light greyish brown sandy 

silty clay (630), (886). One sherd (3g) of Thetford Ware pottery was present 

in Slot [631].     

 POSTHOLES [337], [341], [343], [345], [347], [349], [378], [421] 

6.3.9 Posthole [337] was circular in plan, measuring 0.46m wide and 0.2m deep. It 

had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of dark grey silty clay 

(336), which contained two sherds (22g) of Late Saxon pottery and 5.5g of 

burnt clay and daub.  

6.3.10 Posthole [341] was circular in plan, measuring 0.44m wide and 0.04m deep. 

It had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark grey 

silty clay (340). No finds were present. 

6.3.11 Posthole [343] was circular in plan, measuring 0.25m wide and 0.05m deep. 

It had moderate sides and a flat base and had a single fill of dark grey silty 

clay (342). No finds were present.  

6.3.12 Posthole [345] was circular in plan, measuring 0.42m wide and 0.2m deep. It 

had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark grey 

silty clay (344), which contained one sherd (4g) of Thetford ware pottery. 

6.3.13 Posthole [347] was circular in plan, measuring 0.33m wide and 0.25m deep. 
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It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of light grey silty 

clay (346), which contained two sherds (8g) of Thetford ware and one sherd 

(6g) of Wreningham ware pottery and 21g of daub.  

6.3.14 Posthole [349] was circular in plan, measuring 0.35m wide and 0.26m deep. 

It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of light grey silty 

clay (348). No finds were present. It was truncated by DITCH 30.  

6.3.15 Posthole [378] was circular in plan, measuring 0.33m wide and 0.08m deep. 

It had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-grey 

silty clay (377). No finds were present.  

6.3.16 Posthole [421] was circular in plan, measuring 0.3m wide and 0.1m deep. It 

had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-brown 

clayey silt (420). No finds were present. 

6.4 Late Saxon to Early Medieval Settlement (9th-11th Century) (Figure 5) 
6.4.1 This phase is typified by settlement archaeology, in the form of plot boundary 

ditches, postholes, pits and a posthole structure. The survival of many of the 

ditches was patchy and therefore the full extent of any plots and structures 

was unclear. The key feature from this phase was a pottery kiln which 

contained six complete pots that are believed to have been a locally made 

pottery type, which in this report is referred to as 'Wreningham Ware' (see 

Sudds, 7.4).  

6.4.2 This phase of settlement was represented by informal, shallow ditches and 

postholes which shifted alignments and cut across each other throughout the 

period. The settlement continued seamlessly from Late Saxon into the early 

medieval period, however for clarification in this section of the report the 

features will be sub divided by period, Late Saxon and Early Medieval, 

though in reality there was no division within the settlement phase. 

6.4.3 Very little dating was recovered from many of the ditches and postholes, 

where features did not contain any dating material; they were phased 

through comparable alignments, fills and from their location on the site. 
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NATURAL SILTING 
6.4.4 A buried soil of mottled reddish grey silty clay (819) was located immediately 

south of DITCH 63. The deposit was likely to be a silting up of a natural 

hollow. 

LATE SAXON DITCHES 

DITCHES 70, 34, 12, 13, 31, 32, 33, 22, 21, 20, 19, 14, 25, 39, 27, 43, 28, 

16, 44, 29, 30, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 17, 9, 8, 55 

6.4.5 There were 31 ditches dating to the Late Saxon period; these ditches tended 

to be short, narrow and shallow, with an informal overall plan to them. The 

ditches were Late Saxon plot boundaries, though it is possible that some 

were structural in nature. The full extent of a good number the ditches were 

not seen, however due to previous ploughing on site, and therefore function 

not fully determined. The ditches were dated through the presence of Late 

Saxon pottery and through stratigraphic and physical relationships with other 

features. 

DITCH 70 (Slot [279]) 

6.4.6 DITCH 70 was located in the north-eastern part of Area A, on a north-east to 

south-west alignment and cut by pits [119] and [210]. Only a small part of the 

ditchsurvived due to the heavy truncation by the above pits to the south-west 

and by the limit of excavation to the east. From what could be seen, the ditch 

was over 1.40m wide and 0.5m deep and contained a fill of mid greyish 

brown silty clay (280) in which a small animal skeleton was found.  

DITCH 34 (Slot [102]) 

6.4.7 DITCH 34 was on a north-east to south-west alignment and extended over a 

length of 7m. The north-east terminus of DITCH 33 cut the east end of 

DITCH 3, just before it continued into the limit of excavation, whilst the 

south-west terminus of DITCH 33 cut DITCH 12 at its centre. The ditch was 

0.50m wide and 0.10m deep, with a fill consisting mid-greyish brown silty 

sandy clay (103), no finds were present. 

DITCH 12 (Slot [649]) 
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6.4.8 DITCH 12 was linear in plan and aligned north-north-west to south-south-

east, cutting the line of DITCH 3. It was narrow and shallow (0.42m x 0.08m) 

with a gently-sloping rounded profile and was cut centrally by DITCHES 34 

and 13.  Two sherds (46g) of Late Saxon pottery, including a sherd (43g) of 

Wreningham Ware, were recovered from the fill of mid brownish grey silty 

sandy clay (648).        

DITCH 13 (Slot [603]) 

6.4.9 DITCH 13 was largely orientated east-north-east to west-south-west, turning 

a right angle at the western end and running 1m north before being cut and 

terminating by DITCH 35. The east-north-east terminus of DITCH 13 cut the 

central part of DITCH 12 and was on a perpendicular alignment to this ditch. 

It had fairly steep straight sides and a flat base, with a fill consisting of mid 

greyish brown silty clay (604).  It contained no finds and has been assigned 

to this period on the basis of its stratigraphic relationships, cutting DITCH 12 

but in turn being cut by DITCH 35 (see below).     

DITCH 31 (Slot [679]) 

6.4.10 DITCH 31 was a short ditch (2.5m long) on a north-west to south-east 

alignment with a width of 0.76m and a depth of 0.21m. The ditch had steeply 

sloping sides and a concave base. No finds were present in the mid greyish 

brown sandy clay fill (678).  

DITCH 32 (Slots [189], [187]) 

6.4.11 DITCH 32 was a short ditch (4m long) on a west-south-west to east-north-

east alignment with a width of 0.22-0.30m and a depth of 0.05m. The ditch 

termini were ambiguous and were more likely to be a result of truncation by 

modern farming. The ditch had a rounded profile and no finds were 

recovered from the dark brownish grey gravelly clay fill (188), (186).   

DITCH 33 (Slot [699]) 

6.4.12 DITCH 33 was on a north-west to south-east alignment and extended over a 

length of 4m. The ditch was 0.58m wide and 0.19m deep with steeply 

sloping sides and a flat base. DITCH 33 contained a light brownish grey silty 

clay fill (698), which contained no finds.  
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DITCH 22 (Slot [708])  

6.4.13 Ditch 22 was aligned east to west, roughly parallel to DITCHES 1 and 2. It 

was a short ditch (3m long) and was 0.36m wide and 0.26m deep.  The fill 

consisted of light yellowish grey silty clay (709). No finds were present.      

DITCH 21 (Slots [686], [688]) 

6.4.14 DITCH 21 was aligned west-north-west to east-south-east.  To the north-

west, it cut DITCH 2, and then terminated; to the north-east it ended in a 

terminus after 8m.  DITCH 21 was 0.58-0.70m wide and 0.18-0.20m deep; 

its profile was steep-sided and flat-based. Twelve sherds (96g) of Late 

Saxon pottery, including four sherds (33g) of Wreningham Ware, were 

present in Slot [686] along with animal bone, 70g of burnt clay and flint.    

DITCH 20 (Slots [667], [682])  

6.4.15 DITCH 20 was cut into DITCH 3 and was aligned parallel to it.  It was a short 

ditch (6m long) and extended from west-north-west to east-south-east. 

DITCH 20 was 0.42-0.56m wide and 0.15-0.28m deep, with a v-shaped 

profile. The fill consisted of a light greyish brown silty sandy clay (666), 

(683). Four sherds (30g) of Thetford Ware pottery were present in Slot [667].   

DITCH 19 (Slots [203], [732]) (Plate 10) 

6.4.16 DITCH 19 was aligned west-north-west to east-south-east turning at a right 

angle at the east-south-east end and extending north-north-east for 1m. The 

ditch is cut by DITCHES 35, 37, 23, 24, pits [718] and [716] and postholes 

[711] and [730].  It was 20m long, with a terminus to the north-north-east and 

to the west-north-west. DITCH 19 was 0.55-0.57m wide and 0.17-0.39m 

deep, with steep rounded sides and a flat base. The fill consisted of light 

yellowish brownish grey silty sandy clay (204), (731); eight sherds (113g) of 

Late Saxon pottery, including five sherds of Wreningham Ware, were 

present in Slot [203] and animal bone was recovered from Slot [732].         

DITCH 14 (Slots [169], [215]) 

6.4.17 DITCH 14 extended north-westwards for 1.2m from pit [133], before turning 

northwards and extending 4m north. The ditch is cut by DITCHES 19 and 35 

to the north and by DITCH 36 along its south-western edge to the south. It 
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was narrow and shallow with gradually-sloping sides and a concave base 

(0.38-0.45m wide x 0.06-0.15m deep); it contained a mid-brownish grey 

sandy silty clay (168), (216) with no finds present.  

DITCH 25 (Slot [445]) 

6.4.18 DITCH 25 was aligned north-north-east to south-south-west, perpendicular 

to DITCH 19, and was cut by DITCH 39.  It was 4m long, with a rounded 

terminus to the north-east and extending beyond the southern limit of 

excavation. It was a shallow ditch at 0.20m wide and 0.06m deep, with a u-

shaped profile. One sherd of Wreningham ware pottery (5g) was present in 

the mid grey silty clay fill (444).   

DITCH 39 (Slot [439]) 

6.4.19 DITCH 39 was on a north-east to south-west alignment, with a terminus to 

the north-east; the south-west end of the ditch extended beyond the 

southern limit of excavation and cut DITCH 25. The ditch was narrow and 

shallow and had a width of 0.42m, a depth of 0.12m with a u-shaped profile 

containing a fill of mid grey silty clay (438). One sherd of Wreningham ware 

pottery (21g) was recovered, along with burnt clay (8g).   

DITCH 27 (Slot [562])  

6.4.20 DITCH 27 was aligned east to west, roughly parallel to DITCH 19.  It was 3m 

long, with rounded termini at both the east and west ends of the ditch. It was 

a shallow ditch at 0.45m wide and 0.16m deep, with a u-shaped profile. No 

finds were present in the mid greyish brown silty clay fill (561).   

DITCH 43 (Slot [414]) 

6.4.21 DITCH 43 extended from DITCH 62 on a north-west to south-east alignment 

for 12m on a meandering alignment, cutting across DITCH 3 to the south-

east and cut by pit [412] near to the centre.  It was a shallow feature, 0.53m 

in width and 0.16m deep, with a moderately sloped rounded profile.  Its 

‘snaking’ alignment was markedly different to the rectilinear layout of the 

other ditches on the site, suggesting that it may have followed an existing 

boundary-line or avoided large trees. Animal bone was recovered from the 

fill of dark blackish brown silty clay (413).   
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DITCH 28 ([Slot 388]) 

6.4.22 DITCH 28 was aligned east to west and was 4m long, with rounded termini 

at both the east and west ends of the ditch. It was a shallow ditch at 0.20m 

wide and 0.08m deep, with a rounded profile. Burnt clay (23.5g) was present 

in the mid grey clay silt fill (387).   

DITCH 16 (Slot [519]) 

6.4.23 DITCH 16 was linear in plan, 12m in length and orientated south-west to 

north-east; cut through the central part by DITCHES 62-64.  It was narrow 

and shallow with a gradually-sloping, rounded profile and measured 0.30m 

wide and 0.04m deep.  No finds were found in the orangey brown silty clay 

fill (518).     

DITCH 44 (Slots [363], [361]) 

6.4.24 DITCH 44 was a curvilinear ditch with a terminus to the east and to the 

south; it was 7m in length with a width of 0.50-0.59m and a depth of 0.17-

0.21m. The ditch had moderately sloping, slightly concave sides and a 

concave base and contained a fill of mid to dark grey silty clay (362), (360). 

Two sherds (9g) of Late Saxon pottery, including a sherd of Wreningham 

Ware (8g) was recovered from Slot [363], along with animal bone. 

DITCH 29 (Slot 359])       

6.4.25 DITCH 29 was aligned east to west, roughly parallel to DITCH 3 and cut by 

posthole [365] at the east end of the ditch.  It was 3m long, with rounded 

termini at both the east and west ends of the ditch. It was a shallow ditch at 

0.45m wide and 0.12m deep, with a u-shaped profile. Two sherds (12g) of 

Late Saxon pottery were recovered from the mid grey silty clay fill (358).   

DITCH 30 (Slot [351]) 

6.4.26 DITCH 30 was aligned east to west, roughly parallel to DITCH 3 and cut by 

posthole [349] at the west end of the ditch.  It was 7m long, with rounded 

termini at both the east and west ends of the ditch. It was a shallow ditch at 

0.35m wide and 0.10m deep, with moderately sloped, rounded sides and a 

concave base. No finds were present in the light grey silty clay fill (350).   
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DITCH 45 (Slot [353]) 

6.4.27 DITCH 45 was a slightly curvilinear ditch with a terminus to the south-west 

and to the north; it was 6m in length with a width of 0.47m and a depth of 

0.14m. The ditch had moderately sloping with a concave base and contained 

a fill of dark grey silty clay (352). Three sherds (22g) of Thetford Ware 

pottery were recovered from the fill. 

DITCH 46 (Slots [355], [384]) 

6.4.28 DITCH 46 was on a north to south alignment, with a terminus to the south; 

the north end of the ditch extended beyond the northern limit of excavation. 

The ditch was cut by pit [381] to the north end of the ditch, whilst it was also 

cut by DITCH 45 to the south. The ditch was narrow and shallow, tapering at 

the terminus to the south; it had a width of 0.27-0.40m, and a depth of 0.06-

0.15m with a rounded profile containing a fill of dark grey silty sandy clay 

(354), (385). Burnt clay (4g) and flint were recovered from Slot [355].   

DITCH 47 (Slot [422]) 

6.4.29 DITCH 47 was a very short ditch (2m long) on a north to south alignment, 

which was likely to be heavily truncated due to its lack of length. The ditch 

had a width of 0.50m, a depth of 0.12m and a u-shaped profile containing a 

fill of mid-greyish brown sandy silty clay (423). Two sherds (7g) of Late 

Saxon pottery were recovered, along with flint. 

DITCH 48 (Slot [234]) 

6.4.30 DITCH 48 was on a north-west to south-east alignment, with a rounded 

terminus to the south-east; the north end of the ditch extended beyond the 

northern limit of excavation. The ditch was narrow and shallow; it had a width 

of 0.23m and a depth of 0.06m with a rounded profile containing a fill of light 

greyish brown silty clay (233). No finds were present.   

DITCH 49 (Slot [257])  

6.4.31 DITCH 49 was a very short ditch (2m long), slightly curvilinear and on a 

north-west to south-east alignment, which was likely to be heavily truncated 

due to its lack of length and was probably a continuation of DITCH 50. The 

ditch had a width of 0.37m, a depth of 0.20m and a u-shaped profile 
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containing a fill of dark grey silty clay (256). One sherd (16g) of Thetford 

Ware pottery was recovered. 

DITCH 50 (Slot [259]) 

6.4.32 DITCH 50 was a very short ditch (2m long) and on a north to south 

alignment, which was likely to be heavily truncated due to its lack of length 

and was probably a continuation of DITCH 49. The ditch had a width of 

0.40m, a depth of 0.09m and a u-shaped profile containing a fill of dark grey 

silty clay (258). Two sherds (16g) of Wreningham Ware pottery were 

recovered. 

DITCH 17 (Slot [333]) 

6.4.33 DITCH 17 was linear in plan and aligned north-east to south-west.  To the 

south-west it continued beyond the limit of excavation, and its northern edge 

was cut by DITCH 51.  To the north-east, it ended in a terminus.  It had a 

rounded profile and measured 0.28m wide and 0.13m deep.  No finds were 

present in the dark grey mottled light grey silty clay fill (332).    

DITCH 8 (Slot [758])  

6.4.34 DITCH 8 was a short ditch (6.6m long) aligned south-east to north-west, and 

roughly parallel to DITCH 7. It was 0.49m wide and 0.10m deep, with steeply 

sloping rounded sides and a concave base. Two sherds (50g) of Late Saxon 

pottery were recovered from the fill of greyish brown silty clay (759), 

including a sherd (24g) of Wreningham Ware pottery. Also found was burnt 

clay (465.5g), animal bone, flint and shell. 

DITCH 55 (Slot 526]) 

6.4.35 DITCH 55 was on a north to south alignment with a rounded terminus to the 

north and extending south beyond the southern limit of excavation; it was 

over 2m in length with a width of 0.28m and a depth of 0.12m. The ditch had 

a rounded profile and contained a fill of mid greyish brown silty clay (527). 

One sherd (2g) of Thetford Ware pottery was recovered. 

EARLY MEDIEVAL DITCHES 

DITCHES 18, 35, 23, 38, 24, 26, 40, 41, 42, 15, 51 
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6.4.36 There were 11 ditches dating to the early medieval period within this phase. 

Like the Late Saxon ditches, they were short, narrow and shallow and 

believed to be plot boundaries belonging to this phase of settlement. Dating 

of the ditches resulted from the presence of early medieval pottery within the 

fills of the ditches and from stratigraphic and physical relationships with 

nearby features. 

DITCH 18 (Slot [192])   

6.4.37 DITCH 18 was aligned north-east to south-west, perpendicular to DITCH 35, 

which it was cut by. It was 4m long, with a rounded terminus to the north-

east and extending beyond the southern limit of excavation. It was 0.60m 

wide and 0.30m deep, with a u-shaped profile. The fill consisted of mid-

greyish brown silty clay (193), which contained pottery dating to the early 

medieval (1g) and medieval (3g) periods. Considering the stratigraphic 

sequence of the ditch, it is considered that the sherd dating to the medieval 

period was intrusive and that the ditch was closer to Late Saxon-to-early 

medieval in date.  

DITCH 35 (Slots [190], [196]) 

6.4.38 DITCH 35 was aligned north-west to south-east, extending for 19m before 

turning at a right angle at the north-west end and extending south-west for 

4m. The ditch was cut by pit [120] towards the south-east just before it 

continued into the east limit of excavation. DITCH 35 was 0.60-0.67m wide 

and 0.10-0.20m deep, with a rounded profile. The ditch fill was a mid-greyish 

brown silty sandy clay (191), (197) from which flint was recovered in Slot 

[196].          

DITCH 23 (Slot [734]) 

6.4.39 DITCH 23 was aligned east to west and cut the central part of DITCH 19, 

before being cut in turn by DITCHES 60 and 37, to the east. There was a 

terminus to the west, however the east end of the ditch is obscured by the 

crisscrossing of DITCHES 60, 37 and a modern drainage ditch and therefore 

the full extent of DITCH 23 is unknown. The ditch was 0.55m wide and 

0.19m deep, with a fill of light to mid-grey clay (733), three sherds (46g) of 
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Late Saxon pottery were present, however the stratigraphic relationship 

dated the ditch to the early medieval period.      

DITCH 38 (Slot [437])  

6.4.40 DITCH 38 was on a north-west to south-east alignment, with a terminus to 

the north-west; the south-east end of the ditch extended beyond the 

southern limit of excavation. The ditch was narrow and shallow and had a 

width of 0.35m, a depth of 0.08m with a u-shaped profile containing a fill of 

mid grey silty clay (436). Two sherds (21g) of Late Saxon to early medieval 

pottery were recovered.   

DITCH 24 (Slot [713]) (Plate 10) 

6.4.41 DITCH 24 was aligned east to west and cut DITCH 19 towards the west end 

of the ditch, as well as pits [718] and [716]. The ditch is short (3m long) and 

is 0.50m wide and 0.25m deep, with eight sherds (31g) of early medieval 

pottery, animal bone and burnt clay (16.5g) present in the mid grey silty clay 

fill (712).  

DITCH 26 (Slot [491]) 

6.4.42 DITCH 26 was aligned north-north-east to south-south-west, perpendicular 

to DITCH 19, and parallel to DITCH 25. It was 2m long, with a rounded 

terminus to the north-east and extending beyond the southern limit of 

excavation. It was a shallow ditch at 0.40m wide and 0.10m deep, with a u-

shaped profile. No finds were present in the dark brown silty clay fill (492).   

DITCH 40 (Slot [560]) 

6.4.43 DITCH 40 was aligned north-east to south-west, parallel to DITCH 26. It was 

6m long, with a rounded terminus to the north-east and extending beyond 

the southern limit of excavation. It was a shallow ditch at 0.4m wide and 

0.2m deep, with a u-shaped profile. No finds were present in the mid 

yellowish brown silty clay fill (559).  

DITCH 41 (Slot [508]) 

6.4.44 DITCH 41 was a short ditch (6m long) on a north-west to south-east 

alignment, with a terminus at either end of the ditch cut by pits [502] and 
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[570], respectively. The ditch had a width of 0.65m, a depth of 0.16m and a 

rounded profile containing a fill of dark to dark brown silty clay (507). A single 

sherd (1g) of early medieval pottery was recovered along with lava stone.   

DITCH 42 (Slot [479]) 

6.4.45 DITCH 42 was a short ditch (6m long) on a north-east to south-west 

alignment, which cut the east end of DITCH 15. The ditch had a width of 

0.50m, a depth of 0.20m and a u-shaped profile containing a fill of mid-

greyish brown sandy silty clay (478). One sherd of early medieval ware (3g) 

was recovered from the fill.   

DITCH 15 (Slot [433]) 

6.4.46 DITCH 15 was linear in plan and orientated east-north-east to west-south-

west. The ditch was 8m long and cut by DITCHES 62 and 42 at the west and 

east ends of the ditch respectively. The ditch did not seem to extend beyond 

either of these truncating features. It had moderately sloping sides, a flat 

base and measured 0.75m wide and 0.36m deep.  Two sherds (13g) of Late 

Saxon pottery, including Wreningham Ware (9g), and a sherd (2g) of early 

medieval pottery were recovered from the mid grey mottled yellow brown 

silty clay fill (432). 

DITCH 51 (Slot [275]) 

6.4.47 DITCH 51 was a slightly curvilinear ditch on a north-east to south-west 

alignment with a rounded terminus to the north-east and extending south-

east beyond the western limit of excavation; it was over 6m in length with a 

width of 0.46m and a depth of 0.10m. The ditch had moderately sloping 

sides with a concave base and contained a fill of mid brownish grey silty clay 

(274). No finds were present. 

STRUCTURES  
6.4.48 Structural remains based on comparable alignments, dimensions and 

proximity.  

LATE SAXON STRUCTURE 1 (Postholes [218], [221], [223], [225], [28], 

[230], [236], [238], [261], [263] [267], [271] 
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6.4.49 The structure was located in the north-west corner of Area A, on a north-

west to south-east alignment. The north-eastern side of the structure was 

defined by postholes [218], [221], 223], 225], [230], and [236], whilst 

postholes [261], [263], [267], and [271] defined the south-western side. 

Posthole [238] was located along the south-eastern edge. The postholes 

were quite variable in size, ranging from 0.24m to 0.96m, but all were quite 

shallow in depth; 0.1m to 0.22m deep. The fill was similar across all 

postholes; a mid to dark greyish brown clayey silt, with very occasional burnt 

clay inclusions. The overall structure was likely a timber framed building; it 

was 4.40m long and 4.20m wide and pottery recovered from postholes [218], 

[261], [267] dated the structure firmly into the Late Saxon period.  

MISCELLANEOUS STRUCTURAL FEATURES 

LATE SAXON 

6.4.50 A number of structural features were present across the excavation that was 

not directly associated with any identifiable structures or boundary lines. 

Features of this type are assigned below. The dating of these features 

resulted from pottery dating, and stratigraphic and physical relationships with 

other nearby features. 

6.4.51 Posthole [796] was circular in plan, measuring 0.26m wide and 0.21m deep. 

It had steep sides, a concave base and had a single fill of mid-greyish brown 

sandy clayey silt with frequent charcoal inclusions (795). No finds were 

present. 

6.4.52 Posthole [104] was oval in plan, measuring 0.3m long, 0.29m wide and 

0.25m deep.  It had vertical sides and a rounded base and had a single fill of 

mid greyish-brown silty sand (105), which contained one sherd of 

Wreningham ware (32g) pottery.   

6.4.53 Posthole [669] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.60m in length, 0.36m 

wide and 0.10m deep. It had a rounded profile and had a single fill of greyish 

brown silty sandy clay (668). No finds were present. 

6.4.54 Posthole [677] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.40m in length, 0.33m 
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wide and 0.15m deep. It had a rounded profile and had a single fill of greyish 

brown silty sandy clay (678). One sherd of Wreningham ware pottery (4g) 

was recovered from the fill. 

6.4.55 Posthole [703] was circular in plan, measuring 0.40m wide and 0.06m deep. 

It had a rounded profile and had a single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay 

(702). No finds were present. 

6.4.56 Posthole [695] was circular in plan, measuring 0.40m wide and 0.11m deep. 

It had a rounded profile and had a single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay 

(694). No finds were present. 

6.4.57 Posthole [697] was circular in plan, measuring 0.60m wide and 0.06m deep. 

It had a rounded profile and had a single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay 

(696). No finds were present.  

6.4.58 Posthole [198] was circular in plan, measuring 0.67m wide and 0.35m deep. 

It had steep sides and an uneven base and had a single fill of mid-brownish 

grey silty sand (199), which contained 24 sherds (204g) of Late Saxon 

pottery, including seven sherds (144g) of Wreningham Ware, animal bone 

and flint. 

6.4.59 Posthole [706] was circular in plan, measuring 0.30m wide and 0.15m deep. 

It had steep sides, a concave base and had a single fill of greyish brown silty 

sandy clay (707), from which one sherd of Wreningham ware pottery (3g) 

was recovered. 

6.4.60 The following postholes [429], [468], [466], [470], 427] were located in a 

rough line within Area A, and possibly once formed a plot boundary.  

6.4.61 Posthole [429] was circular in plan, measuring 0.54m wide and 0.36m deep. 

It had vertical sides and a flat base and had a single fill of dark greyish black 

silty clay (428), which contained one sherd (6g) of Wreningham Ware 

pottery. 

6.4.62 Posthole [468] was circular in plan, measuring 0.3+m wide and 0.36m deep. 
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It had vertical sides and a flat base and had a single fill of mid-grey silty clay 

(467), which contained one sherd (3g) of Thetford Ware pottery.  

6.4.63 Posthole [466] was circular in plan, measuring 0.24m wide and 0.35m deep. 

It had vertical sides and a flat base and had a single fill of mid-grey silty clay 

(465). No finds were present.  

6.4.64 Posthole [470] was circular in plan, measuring 0.36m wide and 0.34m deep. 

It had vertical sides and a flat base and had a single fill of mid-grey silty clay 

(469). No finds were present.   

6.4.65 Posthole [427] was circular in plan, measuring 0.36m wide and 0.22m deep. 

It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of greyish-brown 

silty clay (426), which contained one sherd (18g) of Wreningham Ware 

pottery. 

6.4.66 Posthole [365] was circular in plan, measuring 0.27m wide and 0.27m deep. 

It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of light grey silty 

clay (364), which contained a sherd of Wreningham Ware pottery.  

6.4.67 Posthole [374] was circular in plan, measuring 0.25m wide and 0.15m deep. 

It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-grey silty 

clay (373), which contained a sherd (10g) of Wreningham Ware pottery. 

6.4.68 Posthole [273] was circular in plan, measuring 0.67m wide and 0.17m deep. 

It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark greyish-

black and mottled yellow brown silty clay (272). No finds were present.  

6.4.69 Posthole [601] was circular in plan, measuring 0.40m wide and 0.17m deep. 

It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of greyish brown silty 

clay (602), which contained one sherd of Thetford Ware pottery (4g). 

6.4.70 Posthole [820] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.50m long, 0.40m wide 

and 0.22m deep. It had steep sides, a concave base and had a single fill of 

greyish brown sandy clayey silt (821), which contained two sherds of 

Thetford Ware pottery (4g) and animal bone. 
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EARLY MEDIEVAL 

6.4.71 Posthole [176] was circular in plan, measuring 0.2m wide and 0.2m deep. It 

had vertical sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark brown 

silty sand clay (177). No finds were present.   

6.4.72 Posthole [180] was oval in plan, measuring 0.4m long, 0.35m wide and 0.3m 

deep. It had vertical sides and a concave base and had a single fill of greyish 

brown silty sand clay (181). No finds were present.   

6.4.73 Posthole [172] was circular in plan, measuring 0.27m wide and 0.2m deep. It 

had vertical sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-greyish 

brown silty clay (173). No finds were present.   

6.4.74 Posthole [174] was oval in plan, measuring 0.4m long, 0.35m wide and 0.2m 

deep. It had vertical sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-

greyish brown silty clay (175). No finds were present.   

6.4.75 Posthole [170] was oval in plan, measuring 0.3m long, 0.16m wide and 

0.08m deep. It had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill 

of dark grey clayey silt (162). No finds were present.   

6.4.76 Posthole [178] was oval in plan, measuring 0.4m long, 0.38m wide and 0.2m 

deep. It had vertical sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark 

brown silty sand clay (179). No finds were present. 

6.4.77 Posthole [651] was circular in plan, measuring 0.44m wide and 0.10m deep. 

It had a rounded profile and a single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay 

(650). No finds were present. 

6.4.78 Posthole [653] was circular in plan, measuring 0.34m wide and 0.10m deep. 

It had a rounded profile and a single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay 

(652). No finds were present. 

6.4.79 Posthole [592] was circular in plan, measuring 0.24m wide and 0.08m deep. 

It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of dark greyish brown 

silty clay (591). No finds were present. 



Land North of Church Road, Wreningham, Norfolk: Post-Excavation Assessment.  ©Pre-Construct 
Archaeology Limited, November 2016 
 

34 
R16283 

6.4.80 Posthole [596] was circular in plan, measuring 0.20m wide and 0.12m deep. 

It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of dark greyish brown 

silty clay (595). No finds were present. 

6.4.81 Posthole [594] was circular in plan, measuring 0.16m wide and 0.04m deep. 

It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of dark greyish brown 

silty clay (593). No finds were present. 

6.4.82 Posthole [598] was circular in plan, measuring 0.24m wide and 0.10m deep. 

It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of dark greyish brown 

silty clay (597). No finds were present. 

6.4.83 Posthole [106] was circular in plan, measuring 0.3m wide and 0.15m deep.  

It had steep sides and a rounded base and had a single fill of mid grey silty 

sandy clay (107), which contained five sherds (80g) of Wreningham Ware 

pottery, 3 sherds (78g) of Thetford Ware and 3 sherds (19g) of pottery dating 

to the early medieval period.  

6.4.84 Posthole [665] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.60m in length, 0.53m 

wide and 0.27m deep. It had steep sides and a concave base and had a 

single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay (664). No finds were present. 

6.4.85 Posthole [690] was circular in plan, measuring 0.30m wide and 0.30m deep. 

It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of greyish brown 

silty sandy clay (691), from which one sherd of Wreningham ware pottery 

(10g), animal bone and flint were recovered. The posthole cut DITCH 21. 

6.4.86 Posthole [570] was circular in plan, measuring 0.90m wide and 0.58m deep. 

It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of greyish brown silty 

clay (569) which contained one sherd of early medieval pottery (9g) and 

animal bone. 

6.4.87 Posthole [510] was circular in plan, measuring 0.3m wide and 0.12m deep. It 

had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid blackish 

brown silty clay (509). No finds were present.   
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6.4.88 Posthole [506] was circular in plan, measuring 0.45m wide and 0.21m deep. 

It had vertical sides and a flat base and had a single fill of mid blackish 

brown silty clay (505). No finds were present; however the posthole cut an 

early medieval ditch (DITCH 41) and therefore can be dated to early 

medieval or later.   

6.4.89 Posthole [504] was circular in plan, measuring 0.4m wide and 0.25m deep. It 

had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid blackish 

brown silty clay (503), which contained 12g of daub.   

6.4.90 Posthole [418] was circular in plan, measuring 0.27m wide and 0.22m deep. 

It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-brownish 

grey clayey silt (417). No finds were present. 

6.4.91 Posthole [406] was circular in plan, measuring 0.4m wide and 0.12m deep. It 

had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark 

blackish grey clayey silt (405), which contained 5.5g of daub.  

6.4.92 Posthole [408] was circular in plan, measuring 0.25m wide and 0.06m deep. 

It had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark 

blackish brown clayey silt (407). No finds were present. 

6.4.93 Posthole [431] was circular in plan, measuring 0.45m wide and 0.45m deep. 

It had vertical sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark greyish 

black silty clay (430), which contained one sherd (13g) of early medieval 

pottery. 

LATE SAXON POTTERY KILN (Figures 5 & 10, Plates 11-17) 

6.4.94 The kiln [112] was a simple, small circular, single-flue type with no internal 

structure and a long stoke pit (Musty type 1a: Musty 1974) and contained six 

complete Wreningham Ware pots along with a significant amount of wasters 

from the fills above.  

6.4.95 The  kiln was lined with a dark reddish brown burnt and unburnt compacted 

clay (771) (772), which contained frequent charcoal flecks and burnt flint. 

Within the firing chamber the basal fill was a black, mottled pale grey ash 
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and charcoal rich silt (213) which contained a large amount of pottery 

wasters and remains of the charcoal wood used to heat the kiln. Sealing this 

fill was a dark brownish black silt (214) which contained frequent charcoal 

and pottery including six complete jars (Plate 18). At the join between the 

stoke hole and the firing chamber there were remnants of the collapsed clay 

roof (770), which was subsequently covered by a backfill of mid reddish 

clayey silt (212), containing a large amount of broken up kiln structure and 

pottery wasters. The uppermost fill was situated at the stoke end of the kiln 

and consisted a dark brownish black silt, rich in charcoal and pottery 

wasters. The entire assemblage of pottery from the kiln was of the pottery 

type 'Wreningham Ware'. (See Sudds, 7.4) 

LATE SAXON PITS 
6.4.96 Sixteen pits were dated to the Late Saxon period; they were, with the 

exception of pit [119], medium sized (1m-2m in diameter) and medium depth 

with few finds recovered from the fills. The pits were mainly located in Area A 

of the site, close to posthole structure 1, to the northwest corner of the area 

and to the Late Saxon pottery kiln to the east. The pits were dated to the 

Late Saxon period through finds retrieval and physical and stratigraphic 

relationships with nearby features. 

6.4.97 Pit [119] (Figure 11; Plate 4) was located in the north-east corner of Area A, 

just to the east of the pottery kiln, and was truncated by pit [210]. The pit was 

large and sub-circular in plan; it was 6.40m in length, 4.64m wide and 1m 

deep. The pits original function is unclear as its size is quite singular and no 

other pit like it was found on site. One possible function was clay extraction 

for the nearby pottery kiln, however very little in-situ Saxon fill remain; the 

majority of Late Saxon material was residual from the later rubbish deposits. 

The pit was later re-used as a domestic rubbish pit during the medieval and 

post medieval periods, with a re-cut [210] during the post medieval period. It 

had moderate sloping sides and a flat base and contained five fills. The 

basal fill was a light yellow grey clay (125), (255) with frequent charcoal 

inclusions and occasional lenses of ash. The fill also contained finds of 

animal bone and flint. Sealing the fill was a mid to light reddish brownish 
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grey silt clay (126), (253), in which no finds were present. Above this was a 

sterile dark blueish grey silty clay (277), which in turn sealed a dark greyish 

brown silty clay (209) that had frequent charcoal inclusions and six sherds 

(33g) of pottery, including a sherd of Wreningham Ware and a couple of Late 

Medieval and post-medieval pottery sherds. CBM, animal bone, flint, a 

copper alloy fish hook and a number of iron nails were also recovered from 

the fill. The uppermost fill of the pit was a light to mid-greyish brown silty clay 

(900) with frequent fragments of chalk inclusions; no finds were present. 

6.4.98 Pit [794] was oval in plan, extended beyond the northern limit of excavation 

and measured 1.30m long, over 0.64m wide and 0.50m deep. It had a 

vertical sides and a flat base and had a basal fill of mid yellowish brown 

clayey silt (793) and an upper fill of mid brownish grey clayey silt (792), 

which contained two sherds (16g) of Thetford Ware pottery and flint. 

6.4.99 Pit [671] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.76m long, 0.61m wide and 

0.14m deep. It had a rounded profile and had a single fill of dark greyish 

brown sandy silty clay (670). No finds were present.  

6.4.100 Pit [673] was sub circular in plan, measuring 1.30m long, 0.45m wide and 

0.10m deep. It had a rounded profile and had a single fill of dark greyish 

brown sandy silty clay (672). No finds were present.  

6.4.101 Pit [675] was oval in plan, measuring 1.1m long, 0.32m wide and 0.08m 

deep. It had a shallow, rounded profile and had a single fill of mid-greyish 

brown silty clay (674), which contained one sherd of Wreningham ware 

pottery (4g). 

6.4.102 Pit [185] was circular in plan, measuring 1.16m wide and 0.16m deep. It had 

moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-blackish 

brown clayey silt (184). No finds were present.  

6.4.103 Pit [515] was oval in plan, measuring 1.20m long, 1m wide and 0.43m deep. 

It had vertical sides and a concave base and had a basal fill of brownish grey 

clayey silt (514) and an upper fill of orangey brown clayey silt (513) from 
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which one sherd (26g) of Wreningham ware pottery was recovered.  

6.4.104 Pit [376] was circular in plan, measuring 0.96m wide and 0.37m deep. It had 

steep sides and a flat base and had a basal fill of mid-yellowish brown silty 

clay (471) and an upper fill of dark greyish black silty clay (375), which 

contained one sherd (15g) of Wreningham Ware pottery, and animal bone. 

6.4.105 Pit [369] was oval in plan, measuring 1.4m long, 1.3m wide and 0.18m deep.  

It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of light greyish 

brown silty clay (370), which contained three sherds (19g) of Thetford Ware 

pottery and burnt clay. 

6.4.106 Pit [381] was oval in plan, measuring 2m long, 1.8m wide and 0.7m deep. It 

had vertical sides and a flat base and had a basal fill of mid-greyish brown 

silty clay (382), which contained a single sherd (16g) of Wreningham Ware 

and one intrusive sherd (16g) of medieval coarse ware pottery, flint and 

animal bone, a fill of mid greyish brown silty clay (383) and an upper fill of 

dark greyish brown silty clay (386), which contained twelve sherds (172g) of 

Late Saxon pottery, including five sherds (138g) of Wreningham Ware, daub 

(50.5g) and animal bone. 

6.4.107 Pit [240] was oval in plan, measuring 1.31m long, 1.05m wide and 0.45m 

deep. It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of dark brown 

silt (239), which contained two sherds (43g) of Wreningham Ware pottery, 

and a single residual sherd (2g) of late medieval pottery, flint and animal 

bone.  

6.4.108 Pit [283] (Figure 11; Plate 6) was circular in plan, measuring 1.35m wide and 

0.92+m deep. It had vertical sides and had a basal fill of mid-brownish grey 

silt (284), which contained animal bone, a middle fill of dark blackish brown 

silt (282), which contained 11 sherds (122g) of Late Saxon pottery, including 

2 sherds (22g) of Wreningham Ware, daub (13.5g), flint and animal bone 

and an upper fill of light orange yellow brown clayey silt (281).  

6.4.109 Pit [265] was circular in plan, measuring 0.64m wide and 0.16m deep. It had 
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vertical sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark grey silty clay 

(264). No finds were present however considering the location of the pit, 

close to the Late Saxon structure 1; it would be highly likely that the pit was 

also Late Saxon in date. 

6.4.110 Pit [547] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.82m long, 0.63m wide and 

0.33m deep. It had moderate slightly convex sides and a concave base and 

had a basal fill of yellowish brown, clayey silt (546). The upper fill consisted 

of dark grey silty clay (545) from which three sherds of Thetford Ware pottery 

(27g), daub (6.5g), flint and an iron strip or nail was recovered.  

6.4.111 Pit [556] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.72m long, 0.54m wide and 

0.14m deep. It had moderate sides and a flat base and had single fill of mid 

greyish brown, sandy clay (555). No finds were present to date the pit; 

however its location does suggest a Late Saxon to early medieval date. 

6.4.112 Pit [558] was sub circular in plan, measuring 1.10m long, 0.62m wide and 

0.19m deep. It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of mid 

greyish brown, sandy clay (557), which contained a single sherd (5g) of 

Thetford Ware pottery. 

EARLY MEDIEVAL PITS 

6.4.113 There were six pits dated to the early medieval period within this phase of 

settlement. Like the Late Saxon pits they were medium sized and none too 

deep, though a greater concentration of pottery was recovered from the fills 

when finds were found. Pits dating to the early medieval period within this 

phase were located within Area A and to the east of BOUNDARY 1. Dating 

resulted from finds retrieval and stratigraphic and physical relationships with 

other features. 

6.4.114 Pit [108] was oval in plan, measuring 1.75m long, 1.56m wide and 0.35m 

deep.  It had steep, concave sides and a flat base and had a single fill of 

dark grey silty sandy clay (109), which contained 31 sherds (510g) of Late 

Saxon pottery, including 13 sherds (334g) of Wreningham Ware, three 

sherds of early medieval pottery, daub (7.5g), flint and animal bone.  



Land North of Church Road, Wreningham, Norfolk: Post-Excavation Assessment.  ©Pre-Construct 
Archaeology Limited, November 2016 
 

40 
R16283 

6.4.115 Pit [716] (Plate 10) was oval in plan, measuring 1.60m long, 0.55m wide and 

0.29m deep. It had moderate sides and a concave base and had a basal fill 

of light grey silty clay (715) and an upper fill of red burnt clay with lenses of 

yellow brown unburnt clay (714). None of the fills had any finds present. The 

pit truncated DITCH 19 and was cut by DITCH 24 and pit [718], and 

therefore due to its place in this stratigraphic sequence, pit [716] is dated to 

the early medieval period. 

6.4.116 Pit [718] (Plate 10) was oval in plan, measuring 1.45m long, 0.71m wide and 

0.20m deep. It had vertical sides and a flat base and had a single fill of dark 

grey silty clay with frequent charcoal inclusions (717), which contained 12 

sherds (195g) of early medieval pottery, flint and animal bone. 

6.4.117 Pit [416] was circular in plan, measuring 0.6m wide and 0.1m deep. It had 

moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark brownish 

black clayey silt (415).   

6.4.118 Pit [412] was circular in plan, measuring 0.5m wide and 0.16m deep. It had 

steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-orange brown 

silty clay (411). No finds were present to date the pit; however it did cut a 

Late Saxon ditch, DITCH 43.  

6.4.119 Pit [205] was sub-oval in plan, measuring 2m long, 0.9+m wide and 0.1m 

deep.  It had gently sloping sides and had a single fill of mid-yellowish grey 

silty clay (206), which contained two sherds (8g) of early medieval pottery, a 

single residual sherd (4g) of Wreningham Ware and 1.5g of daub. 

6.5 Early Medieval to Medieval Settlement (11th to 14th Century) (Figure 6) 

6.5.1 This phase was typified by settlement archaeology, in the form of plot 

boundary ditches, plot boundary postholes, pits, ovens and a posthole 

structure. The survival of some postholes was patchy and therefore the full 

extent of the plots was unclear. 

6.5.2 This phase of settlement was represented by a series of well-established, 

parallel ditches and postholes which formed plot boundaries and plot 
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subdivisions, or small animal pens. The settlement continued seamlessly 

from Early Medieval into the medieval period, however for clarification in this 

section of the report the features will be sub divided by period, Early 

Medieval and Medieval, though in reality there was no division within the 

settlement phase. 

6.5.3 Very little dating was recovered from many of the postholes; where features 

did not contain any dating material, they were phased through comparable 

alignments, fills and from their location on the site. 

EARLY MEDIEVAL RUBBISH DEPOSITS 
6.5.4 A spread of mid greyish brown clayey silt, with frequent burnt clay and 

charcoal inclusions (804) was truncated by the north terminus of pit [805]. 

Sherds (77g) of pottery recovered from the deposit dated it to the early 

medieval period, though there were some residual Wreningham Ware and 

other Late Saxon pottery present, as well as a single sherd of intrusive 

medieval coarse ware; flint and slag were also recovered. The makeup of 

the spread suggests it was a rubbish deposit from a nearby oven which had 

been dumped in a natural hollow or tree throw.  

6.5.5 A spread of mid greyish brown clayey silt, with charcoal and burnt clay 

inclusions (824) was truncated to the west by DITCH 56. The makeup of the 

spread suggests it was a rubbish deposit which had been dumped in a 

natural hollow or tree throw.  

BOUNDARY 1 (DITCH 62) (Plate 5) 

6.5.6 BOUNDARY 1 crossed the site on a north to south alignment and is 

probably the eastern most extent of this phase of settlement. The majority of 

the pits and ditches dating to this period lay to the west of the boundary and 

seemed to respect its presence. 

DITCH 62 (Slots [200], [459]) (Slot [459]; Figure 11) 

6.5.7 DITCH 62 crossed the site on a north to south alignment, before turning at 

the north end of the ditch to continue on a north-west to south-east 

alignment; it extended beyond both the northern and southern limits of 
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excavation. The ditch deepens and widens as it turns westwards increasing 

from 2.20m wide and 0.88m deep at the southern end, to over 2m wide and 

1.12m deep at the turn. DITCH 62 had a v-shaped profile and had a basal fill 

of mid yellowish grey silty clay (202), (458) from which a single sherd of 

Wreningham Ware were found in (458) along with burnt clay, animal bone, 

shell and flint. A single sherd (6g) of Wreningham Ware pottery was 

recovered from (202) along with burnt clay and animal bone. The upper fill of 

the ditch was a mid-greyish blackish brown clayey silt (201), (457). A single 

sherd (2g) of Wreningham Ware pottery was recovered from (201), along 

with burnt clay and animal bone. A single sherd (10g) of Thetford Ware 

pottery was also recovered from (457) along with animal bone and flint.  

PLOT BOUNDARY 1 (DITCHES 11, 10 and 9; POSTHOLES [739]. [814], 

[812])  

6.5.8 PLOT BOUNDARY 1 was located to the north of Area B, perpendicular to 

ditches 57, 56 and 69. It is probable that the boundary was a continuation in 

use of one that existed in the earlier phase of settlement, during the Late 

Saxon period. The boundary as seen was 17.46m long and seemed to be 

constructed from a series of ditches and inter-dispersing postholes. 

DITCH 11 (Slot [816]) 

6.5.9 DITCH 11 was a short ditch (4.6m long) aligned south-east to north-west, 

roughly parallel to DITCH 8 and possibly was originally a continuation of 

DITCHES 9 and 10. It was 0.40m wide and 0.05m deep, with a shallow, u-

shaped profile. A single sherd (4g) of medieval coarse ware pottery was 

recovered from the fill of light brownish grey silty sandy clay (817), along with 

animal bone and burnt clay. 

DITCH 10 (Slot [881]) 

6.5.10 DITCH 10 was a short ditch (5.5m long) aligned south-east to north-west, 

roughly parallel to DITCH 8 and possibly was originally a continuation of 

DITCH 9. It was 0.76m wide and 0.34m deep, with a u-shaped profile. Three 

sherds (22g) of Late Saxon pottery, including a sherd of Wreningham Ware 

(13g), were recovered from the fill of mid greyish brown silty sandy clay 
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(882), along with a residual sherd of early medieval pottery (3g), animal bone 

and burnt clay. 

DITCH 9 (Slot [741])  

6.5.11 DITCH 9 was a short ditch (4.7m long) aligned south-east to north-west, and 

roughly parallel to DITCH 5. It was 0.40m wide and 0.23m deep, with a u-

shaped profile. Three sherds (41g) of Thetford Ware pottery were recovered 

from the fill of mid yellowish grey silty sandy clay (742). 

6.5.12 Posthole [739] was oval in plan, measuring 0.8m long, 0.4m wide and 0.14m 

deep. It had a shallow, rounded profile and had a single fill of light yellowish 

grey clay sandy silt (740), which contained one sherd (8g) of medieval 

coarse ware pottery. 

6.5.13 Posthole [814] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.50m long, 0.42m wide 

and 0.20m deep. It had steep sides, a concave base and had a single fill of 

dark greyish brown sandy clayey silt with burnt clay inclusions (815). No 

finds were present. 

6.5.14 Posthole [812] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.50m long, 0.34m wide 

and 0.10m deep. It had steep sides, a concave base and had a single fill of 

dark greyish brown sandy clayey silt with burnt clay and charcoal inclusions 

(813), which also contained one sherd (4g) of early medieval pottery and 

flint. 

EARLY MEDIEVAL DITCHES 
6.5.15 Three ditches were dated to the early medieval period within this phase of 

settlement. The ditches were located to the west of the site, within Area B, 

on a north-east to south-west alignment and roughly parallel to one another. 

Dating of the ditches resulted from pottery dating and from stratigraphic and 

physical relationships with nearby features.  

DITCHES 56, 58, 59 

DITCH 56 (Slots [883], [773]) 

6.5.16 DITCH 56 was on a north-east to south-west alignment; the north-east end 
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had a rounded terminus and was cut by posthole [777], whilst the south-west 

end extended beyond the southern limit of excavation. The ditch narrowed 

and shallowed off towards the terminus and had a width of 1.08-1.40m, and 

a depth of 0.36-46m with an uneven v-shaped profile containing a basal fill of 

mid brownish grey sandy clayey silt (774), which was sealed by a dark 

brownish grey silty clay (884), (776). Four sherds (20g) of Late Saxon 

Thetford Ware and  two sherds (13g) of early medieval pottery were 

recovered from fill (884), along with burnt clay and animal bone, whilst 27 

sherds (413g) of pottery dating to the early medieval period were found in fill 

(776), along with burnt clay. 

DITCH 58 (Slot [800])  

6.5.17 DITCH 58 was a short ditch (3m long) on a north-east to south-west 

alignment, which was likely to be heavily truncated due to its lack of length. 

The ditch had a width of 0.25m, a depth of 0.07m and a u-shaped profile 

containing a fill of mid-greyish brown silty clay (801). No finds were present. 

DITCH 59 (Slot [768]) 

6.5.18 DITCH 59 was a narrow ditch on a north-east to south-west alignment with a 

rounded terminus to the north and extending south beyond the southern limit 

of excavation; it was over 12m in length and cut pit [781] to the south-east. 

The ditch had a width of 0.38m and a depth of 0.11m. The ditch had a u-

shaped profile and contained a fill of mid greyish brown silty clay (769). Burnt 

clay, animal bone, and flint were recovered from the fill.  

MEDIEVAL DITCHES 

6.5.19 Three ditches were dated to the medieval period within this phase of 

settlement. The ditches were located to the west of the site, within Area B, 

on a north-east to south-west alignment and roughly parallel to one another. 

Dating of the ditches resulted from pottery dating and from stratigraphic and 

physical relationships with nearby features.  

DITCHES 53, 69, 57 

DITCH 53 (Slot [788]) 
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6.5.20 DITCH 53 was on a north-east to south-west alignment, the north-east end 

extended from, and was cut by the southern edge of DITCH 67, whilst the 

south-west end extended beyond the southern limit of excavation. The ditch 

had a width of 1.40m and a depth of 0.48m with an uneven u-shaped profile 

containing a basal fill of mid brownish grey clayey silt (787), which was 

sealed by a fill of dark greyish brown clayey silt (786). One sherd (29g) of 

medieval pottery was recovered from fill (786) and two sherds (17g) of 

medieval pottery were found in fill (787). 

DITCH 69 (Slot [582]) 

6.5.21 DITCH 69 was located 3m directly south of DITCH 68 and was on the same 

alignment, with a sqaureish terminus to the north and extending south 

beyond the limit  of excavation. The ditch was 1.91m wide and 0.71m deep 

with moderately sloping sides and a flat base. The basal fill consisted of light 

yellowish grey silty clay (581) which was overlain by a light creamy grey silty 

clay (580). The upper fill of the ditch consisted of dark grey silty clay (579) 

from which six sherds (16g) of Thetford Ware pottery were recovered, along 

with a single sherd (3g) of medieval coarse ware. 

DITCH 57 (Slot [808])  

6.5.22 DITCH 57 was on a north-east to south-west alignment with a rounded 

terminus to the north and extending south beyond the southern limit of 

excavation; it was over 12m in length and cut pit [805] to the north-west. The 

ditch had a width of 1.10m and a depth of 0.22m. The ditch had a rounded 

profile and contained a fill of dark brownish grey silty sandy clay (809). Three 

sherds (11g) of medieval coarse ware pottery were recovered along with 

burnt clay, animal bone, part of some iron shears, slag and lava stone. 

FENCED PLOTS 
6.5.23 A series of postholes were recorded across the southern part of site, which 

in plan made up a series of small fenced plots. The nature of these fence 

lines suggest that the boundaries were not major land divisions, but more 

likely smaller plot divisions, possibly allotments or animal pens, which lay 

towards the back of the new early medieval settlement. The plots were on a 



Land North of Church Road, Wreningham, Norfolk: Post-Excavation Assessment.  ©Pre-Construct 
Archaeology Limited, November 2016 
 

46 
R16283 

north to south, east to west alignment and lay over the top of the former Late 

Saxon settlement. 

FENCED PLOT 1 (Postholes [135], [137], [139], [141], [143], [145], [147], 

[149], [151], [153], [155], [157], [159], [161], [163], [165]) 

6.5.24 The plot was located in the south-eastern corner of Area A and was 10m 

long and over 4m wide, extending beyond the limit of excavation to the 

south. The western edge of the plot was defined by postholes [135] and 

[137], the northern edge by postholes [139], [141], [143], [145], [147], [149], 

[151], [153], [155], [157] and [159] and the eastern edge by postholes [161], 

[163] and [165]. The postholes were circular in plan and ranged from 0.2m to 

0.43m in diameter and from 0.04m to 0.22m in depth and contained a dark 

grey clayey silt fill. Postholes [145], [151], [157] and [165] contained pottery 

dating to the Late Saxon period, though this is likely to be residual.  

FENCED PLOT 2 (Postholes [379], [390], [392], [425], [443], [461], [463], 

[481], [484], [494], [496], [497], [564], [566], [568], [600], [711], [724], [726], 

[728], [730]) 

6.5.25 The plot was located to the west of FENCED PLOT 1 and was 18m long and 

over 6m wide, extending beyond the limit of excavation to the south. The 

western edge of the plot was defined by postholes [379], [390], [392], [425], 

[481] and [484], the northern edge by postholes [461], [463], [494], [496], 

[566], [568], [600] and [730] and the eastern edge by postholes [443], [711], 

[724], [726] and [728]. The postholes were circular in plan and ranged from 

0.2m to 0.69m in diameter and from 0.06m to 0.40m in depth and contained 

a dark to mid grey clayey silt fill. Postholes [390], [425], [496], [564], [566], 

[568], [[711] and [730] contained pottery dating to the Late Saxon and early 

medieval periods.  

FENCED PLOT 3 (Postholes [584], [586], [588], [590], [659]) 

6.5.26 The plot was located centrally in Area A, north of FENCED PLOT 2. The full 

extent of the plot was unable to be seen as it was likely that a number of 

postholes had been truncated by modern intrusions and therefore just one 

north to south edge of the plot was recorded. The line of postholes was 
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included within this group due to its similar formation and alignment to the 

other postholes boundaries. The postholes were circular in plan and ranged 

from 0.2m to 0.32m in diameter and from 0.07m to 0.26m in depth and 

contained a dark grey clayey silt fill. Postholes [588] and [590] contained 

pottery dating to the Late Saxon period, though this is likely to be residual.  

FENCED PLOT 4 (Postholes [290], [292], [294], [296], [303], [305], [307], 

[309], [317], [372]) 

6.5.27 The plot was located towards the western edge of Area A, west of FENCED 

PLOT 2. The full extent of the plot was unable to be seen as it was likely that 

a number of postholes had been truncated by modern intrusions and 

therefore just one east to west edge of the plot was recorded. The line of 

postholes was included within this group due to its similar formation and 

alignment to the other postholes boundaries. The postholes were circular in 

plan and ranged from 0.25m to 0.5m in diameter and from 0.05m to 0.28m in 

depth and contained a dark to mid greyish brown clayey silt fill. Postholes 

[303] and [372] contained pottery dating to the early medieval period. 

FENCED PLOT 5 (Postholes [747], [750], [752], [754] 

6.5.28 The plot was located towards the south-eastern corner of Area B. The full 

extent of the plot was unable to be seen as it was likely that a number of 

postholes had been truncated by modern intrusions and therefore just one 

north to south edge of the plot was recorded. The line of postholes was 

included within this group due to its similar formation and alignment to the 

other postholes boundaries. The postholes were circular in plan and ranged 

from 0.30m to 0.22m in diameter and from 0.18m to 0.10m in depth and 

contained a mid greyish brown clayey silt fill. Postholes [747] and [750] 

contained pottery dating to the Late Saxon and early medieval periods. 

FENCED PLOT 6 (Postholes [572], [576], [578], [623], [625], [635], [637], 

[641], [643], [645], [756], [779]) 

6.5.29 The plot was located towards the northern edge of Area B, west of FENCED 

PLOT 7. The full extent of the plot was unable to be seen as it was likely that 

a number of postholes had been truncated by modern intrusions and 
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therefore just one east to west edge of the plot was recorded. The line of 

postholes was included within this group due to its similar formation to the 

other postholes boundaries, though its alignment is slightly different. The 

postholes were varied in size and ranged from 0.50m to 0.16m in diameter 

and from 0.18m to 0.06m in depth and contained a dark to mid greyish 

brown clayey silt fill. No finds were recovered from any of the postholes; 

however stratigraphic relationships date the fence line to the early medieval 

period. 

FENCED PLOT 7 (Postholes [528], [530], [605], [607], [609], [611], [613], 

[615], [617], [760], [762], [764]) 

6.5.30 The plot was located towards the centre of Area B, west of FENCED PLOT 

5. The full extent of the plot was unable to be seen as it was likely that a 

number of postholes had been truncated by modern intrusions and therefore 

just the northern and eastern edges of the plot were recorded. The lines of 

postholes were included within this group due to their similar formation and 

alignment to the other postholes boundaries. The northern edge of the plot 

was defined by postholes [605], [607], [613], [615], [617] and [764], whilst the 

eastern edge of the plot was defined by [528], [530], [609], [611], [760] and 

[762]. The postholes varied in size and ranged from 0.21m to 0.49m in 

diameter and from 0.03m to 0.19m in depth and contained a dark to mid 

greyish brown clayey silt fill. Postholes [762] and [764] contained pottery 

dating to the early medieval period. 

STRUCTURES  

6.5.31 Structural remains based on comparable alignments, dimensions and 

proximity.  

EARLY MEDIEVAL STRUCTURE 2 (Postholes [826], [828], [830], [832], 

[834], [837], [839], [841], [843], [845], [848], [850], [852], [854], [856], [858], 

[895], [897]) (Figure 6) 

6.5.32 The structure was located in the south-west corner of Area B, on a north-

west to south-east alignment. The north-eastern side of the structure was 

defined by postholes [830], [832], and [826], whilst the south-eastern side 
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was defined by postholes [828], [895], and [841]. Postholes [848], [852], 

[854], [856], [858], [845], [843] and [897] defined the south-western side, 

whilst the north-western edge of the structure was defined by postholes 

[850], [837], 839] and [834]. The postholes were quite variable in size, 

ranging from 1m to 0.30m diameter and from 0.11m to 0.55m deep. The fill 

was similar across all postholes; a mid to dark greyish brown sandy clayey 

silt. The overall structure was likely to have been a single enclosed storey, 

with a lean-to attached and was possibly an out building; it was 8.70m long 

and 4.76m wide and pottery recovered from postholes [830], [834], [837], 

[839], [847], [850], [852], [856] and [898] dated the structure to the early 

medieval period, with a probable continuation of use into the medieval 

period.  

6.5.33 The following postholes were located close to the structure and therefore 

had a probable connection with the building; however it was not clear 

enough in plan their exact role within the layout of the structure and therefore 

are considered separately here. 

6.5.34 Posthole [823] was circular in plan, measuring 0.63m wide and 0.16m deep. 

It had moderate sides, a flat base and had a single fill of dark greyish brown 

sandy clayey silt (822), which contained finds of two sherds of early 

medieval pottery (5g). 

6.5.35 Posthole [865] was circular in plan, measuring 0.40m wide and 0.14m deep. 

It had steep sides, a concave base and had a single fill of dark greyish 

brown sandy clayey silt (866), which contained one sherd (13g) of Thetford 

Ware pottery. 

6.5.36 Posthole [867] was circular in plan, measuring 0.65m wide and 0.40m deep. 

It had steep sides, a concave base and had a single fill of light yellowish grey 

clayey silt (868). No finds were present. 

6.5.37 Posthole [869] was circular in plan, measuring 0.40m wide and 0.27m deep. 

It had steep sides, a tapered base and had a single fill of light yellowish grey 

sandy clayey silt (870). No finds were present. 
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6.5.38 Posthole [871] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.32m long, 0.25m wide 

and 0.30m deep. It had steep sides, a tapered base and had a single fill of 

light yellowish grey sandy clayey silt (872). No finds were present. 

6.5.39 Posthole [873] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.25m long, 0.20m wide 

and 0.20m deep. It had steep sides, a flat base and had a single fill of light 

yellowish grey sandy clayey silt (874). No finds were present. 

MISCELLANEOUS STRUCTURAL FEATURES 
6.5.40 A number of structural features were present across the excavation that was 

not directly associated with any identifiable structures or boundary lines. 

Features of this type are assigned below. The features were dated from 

pottery recovered as well as any stratigraphic or physical relationships with 

nearby features. 

6.5.41 Posthole [441] was circular in plan, measuring 0.32m wide and 0.08m deep. 

It had vertical sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-grey silty 

clay (440). No finds were present.  

6.5.42 Posthole [629] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.48m in length, 0.41m 

wide and 0.32m deep. It had steep sides and a concave base and had a 

single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay (628), which contained one sherd 

of early medieval pottery (11g) and animal bone. 

6.5.43 Posthole [532] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.72m long, 0.67m wide 

and 0.12m deep. It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill 

of greyish brown silty clay (533). 

6.5.44 Posthole [534] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.50m long, 0.40m wide 

and 0.12m deep. It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of 

greyish brown silty clay (535). No finds were present.   

6.5.45 Posthole [536] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.30m long, 0.20m wide 

and 0.10m deep. It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill 

of greyish brown silty clay (537). No finds were present.   
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6.5.46 Posthole [777] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.34m long, 0.28m wide 

and 0.12m deep. It had steep sides, a flat base and had a single fill of mid-

dark brownish grey sandy clayey silt with frequent charcoal and burnt clay 

inclusions (778), which contained one sherd of early medieval pottery (8g). 

6.5.47 Posthole [859] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.25m long, 0.23m wide 

and 0.08m deep. It had steep sides, a concave base and had a single fill of 

light yellowish grey sandy clayey silt (860). No finds were present. 

6.5.48 Posthole [802] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.64m long, 0.50m wide 

and 0.10m deep. It had steep sides, a concave base and had a single fill of 

mid-greyish brown sandy clayey silt with frequent charcoal inclusions (803). 

No finds were present. 

6.5.49 Posthole [766] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.43m long, 0.36m wide 

and 0.20m deep. It had steep sides, a flat base and had a single fill of mid-

greyish brown sandy clayey silt (767). No finds were present. 

6.5.50 Posthole [810] was circular in plan, measuring 0.30m wide and 0.18m deep. 

It had steep sides, a concave base and had a single fill of mid-greyish brown 

sandy clayey silt with (811). No finds were present. 

6.5.51 Posthole [791] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.45m long, 0.41m wide 

and 0.20m deep. It had steep sides, a concave base and had a single fill of 

mid-greyish brown sandy clayey silt with frequent charcoal inclusions (790), 

which contained animal bone. 

6.5.52 Posthole [339] was circular in plan, measuring 0.35m wide and 0.12m deep. 

It had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark grey 

silty clay (338), which contained a single sherd (46g) of medieval coarse 

ware pottery. 

6.5.53 Posthole [448] was oval in plan, measuring 0.37m long, 0.18m wide and 

0.15m deep. It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of 

mid-greyish brown silty sandy clay (449), which animal bone.  
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EARLY MEDIEVAL ANIMAL BURIAL (Plate 8)  

6.5.54 A pig burial [684] on a north to south alignment cut DITCH 20 and measured 

1m long, 0.40m wide and 0.14m deep. It contained a backfill of dark greyish 

brown silty clay (685) and an articulated pig skeleton. Pottery recovered from 

the fill (16g) dated to the Late Saxon period, and included a sherd (15g) of 

Wreningham Ware. An iron nail was also recovered from the burial.  

EARLY MEDIEVAL OVEN 1 
6.5.55 Oven [544] (Plate 9) was sub circular in plan and measured 1.56m in length, 

0.96m wide and had a depth of 0.29m. It had a basal fill of light yellowish 

grey silty clay (621), which contained 11 sherds of Thetford Ware pottery 

(209g) and burnt clay. Sealing this fill was the remains of the burnt deposits 

from the use of the oven, consisting of reddish grey ashy clay with frequent 

burnt clay and charcoal inclusions (620). The penultimate fill of the oven was 

dark reddish grey silty ashy clay (543) (619) which contained pottery dating 

to the Late Saxon (53g), early medieval (3g) and medieval (4g) periods, as 

well as animal bone, burnt flint and 1.2kg of daub. The upper fill was a dark, 

ashy grey silty clay (542) with frequent charcoal flecks and daub material 

(8.07kg), presumably the demolished oven structure which had been thrown 

back into the oven pit, once the oven had gone out of use. Pottery dating to 

the Late Saxon period (41g), as well as animal bone, burnt flint and an iron 

nail were recovered from the fill. 

EARLY MEDIEVAL OVEN 2 
6.5.56 Oven [781] was oval in plan, measuring 1.9m long, 0.9m wide and 0.40m 

deep. It had a u-shaped profile and had a basal fill of dark purple burnt silty 

clay with charcoal inclusions (782), which contained four sherds (115g) of 

pottery dating to the early medieval period, animal bone, slag and flint, and 

an upper fill of greyish brown silty clay (783). The oven was cut by DITCH 59 

and is believed to be a former oven that had been cleaned out and backfilled 

once it had gone into disuse. 

EARLY MEDIEVAL PITS 
6.5.57 Six pits were dated to the early medieval period within this phase of 
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settlement. The pits were located to the west of the site, within Area B, 

though not in any recognisable grouping or cluster. Dating of the pits 

resulted from pottery dating and from stratigraphic and physical relationships 

with nearby features.  

6.5.58 Pit [720] was oval in plan, measuring 2.8m long, 2.6m wide and 0.24m deep. 

It had a shallow, rounded profile and had a single fill of mid greyish brown 

clay sandy silt (719), which contained two sherds (16g) of Thetford Ware 

pottery and animal bone. 

6.5.59 Pit [745] was oval in plan, measuring 0.8m long, 0.76m wide and 0.30m 

deep. It had a u-shaped profile and had a single fill of mid greyish brown silty 

clay (746), which contained a single sherd (5g) of early medieval pottery. 

6.5.60 Pit [743] was oval in plan, measuring 1.3m long, 1.1m wide and 0.32m deep. 

It had a rounded profile and had a basal fill of light reddish grey clay sandy 

silt (744), and an upper fill of light brownish grey sandy clayey silt with 

frequent charcoal inclusions (757). No finds were present. 

6.5.61 Pit [805] was oval in plan, measuring 1.80m long, 1.10m wide and 0.32m 

deep. It had a steep concave sides and a concave base and had a basal fill 

of mid yellowish brown clayey silt (806) and an upper fill of mid brownish 

grey clayey silt (807). No finds were present. The pit was cut by DITCH 57. 

6.5.62 Pit [887] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.46m long, 0.41m wide and 

0.20m deep. It had a steep concave sides and a concave base and had a 

single fill of mid greyish brown clayey silt (888). No finds were present. The 

pit cut DITCH 7. 

6.5.63 Pit [785] was oval in plan, measuring 1.82m long, 1.50m wide and 0.58m 

deep. It had a steep stepped sides and a concave base and had a basal fill 

of light greyish brown silty clay (789), which contained three sherds (16g) of 

early medieval pottery, animal bone, slag and flint, and an upper fill of dark 

greyish brown silty clay (784), which contained two sherds (26g) of pottery 

dated to the early medieval period. 
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MEDIEVAL PITS 
6.5.64 14 pits were dated to the medieval period within this phase of settlement. 

The pits were located to the west of the site, to the west of Boundary 1, with 

a probable group of pits in the south-west corner of Area A. The fill of these 

pits tended to be a lot darker and richer in finds than the earlier features. 

Dating of the pits resulted from pottery dating and from stratigraphic and 

physical relationships with nearby features.  

6.5.65 Pit [120] was oval in plan, measuring 2.4m long, 2.1m wide and 0.77m deep. 

It had moderate to steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of 

dark brown silty sandy clay (121), which contained two sherds (41g) of 

medieval pottery, burnt clay, flint and animal bone. It was truncated by Pit 

[166].  

6.5.66 Pit [166] was sub-square in plan, measuring 1.85m long, 1.75m wide and 

0.48+m deep. It had moderate to steep sides and had a single fill of dark 

brown silty sandy clay (167), which contained 3 sherds (19g) of Late Saxon 

pottery, including two sherds (15g) of Wreningham Ware, daub (4.5g), flint 

and animal bone. It was not fully excavated due to health and safety issues. 

It truncated Pit [120].  

6.5.67 Pit [133] was oval in plan, measuring 1.4+m long, 1.3+m wide and 0.3m 

deep. It had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-

brownish grey sandy silt (132). No finds were present.  

6.5.68 Pit [502] was circular in plan, measuring 0.95m wide and 0.25m deep. It had 

gently sloping sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid 

brownish black clayey silt (501), which contained a single sherd (5g) of 

medieval coarse ware pottery, flint, and daub (14g).   

6.5.69 Pit [321] (Plate 7) was oval in plan, measuring 2.3m long, 2.15+m wide and 

0.88m deep. It had steep sides and a flat base and had a basal fill of mid-

dark greyish brown silty clay (366), a middle fill of dark greyish brown silty 

clay (322), which contained a significant amount of Late Saxon pottery (5 

sherds, 27g) but also three sherds (17g) of medieval coarse ware pottery, 
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daub (17.5g), flint and animal bone, a fill of dark yellowish brown silty clay 

(324) and an upper fill of mid-greyish brown silty clay (323), which contained 

two sherds (29g) of Wreningham Ware pottery but also seven sherds (61g) 

of pottery dating to the medieval period, daub (62.5g) and animal bone.  

6.5.70 Pit [319] (Plate 7) was oval in plan, measuring 1.9m long, 1.4m wide and 

0.54m deep. It had steep sides and a concave base and had a basal fill of 

mid-yellowish brown silty clay (325) and an upper fill of mid-greyish brown 

silty clay (320), which contained three sherds (26g) of medieval coarse ware 

pottery, daub (11.5g) and animal bone. It was truncated by Pit [321].  

6.5.71 Pit [207] was circular in plan, measuring 0.55m wide and 0.12m deep. It had 

moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of light greyish 

brown silty clay (208).  

6.5.72 Pit [299] was sub-circular in plan, measuring 2.7m long, 2.4m wide and 0.5m 

deep. It had moderate sides and had a basal fill of dark brown silty sandy 

clay (300), which contained a small amount of Late Saxon pottery, including 

Wreningham Ware (23g) but predominantly pottery dating to the medieval 

period (14 sherds (53g)).  CBM, shell and animal bone were also recovered 

from this fill. The pit had an upper fill of dark greyish brown silty sandy clay 

(298).  

6.5.73 Pit [269] was circular in plan, measuring 0.73m wide and 0.57m deep. It had 

steep sides and a concave base and had a basal fill of mid greyish, yellowish 

brown slightly silty clay (899) and an upper fill of light creamy grey silty clay 

(268), which contained seven sherds (45g) of medieval coarse ware pottery 

and 67g of daub. It truncated Posthole [267]. 

6.5.74 Pit [302] was oval in plan, measuring 2.3m long, 1.8m wide and 0.68m deep. 

It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark greyish 

brown clayey silt (301), which contained one sherd (4g) of Thetford Ware 

pottery and animal bone.  

6.5.75 Pit [286] was oval in plan, measuring 1.8m long, 1.18m wide and 0.36m 
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deep. It had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark 

greyish brown clayey silt (285) which contained two sherds (50g) of medieval 

pottery.  

6.5.76 Pit [288] was oval in plan, measuring 2.2m long, 1.9m wide and 0.5m deep. 

It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark greyish 

brown clayey silt (287), which contained 34 sherds (436g) of pottery dating 

to the medieval period, CBM and flint.  

6.5.77 Pit [241] was oval in plan, measuring 1.2m long, 1.05m wide and 0.42m 

deep. It had steep sides and had a basal fill of mid-brownish yellow silty clay 

(242) and an upper fill of mid-greyish brown silty clay (248), which contained 

two large sherds (67g) of medieval coarse ware pottery. It was truncated by 

Ditch [243].  

6.5.78 Pit [735] was oval in plan, measuring 1.40m long, over 0.40m wide and 

0.43m deep. It had a u-shaped profile and had a single fill of dark greyish 

brown silty clay (736), which contained several sherds of intrusive medieval 

coarse ware pottery and four sherds (35g) of Late Saxon pottery, including a 

sherd of Wreningham Ware. Animal bone, a medieval iron awl and flint were 

also recovered from the pit fill. The pit was heavily truncated by DITCH 67. 

6.6 Medieval Field Boundaries (14th Century to AD 1600) (Figure 7) 
6.6.1 This phase was typified by three large boundaries, on a north-west to south-

east alignment. BOUNDARY 2 and BOUNDARY 3 were composites of 

several ditches dug over time and were a testament to the drainage issues 

that occurred on the site even back in the medieval period.  

6.6.2 The lack of finds recovered from the ditches heavily indicate that these 

boundaries were established post-occupation of the site and evidence that 

the settlement did not extend beyond the 14th century in this part of 

Wreningham.  

BOUNDARY 2 (Ditches 63, 60, 61, 36 and 37) 

6.6.3 The boundary ditch was the most eastern of the three boundaries with the 
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northern part of the ditch re-using the northern part of the early medieval 

boundary, BOUNDARY 1.  

DITCH 63 (Slot [450]) (Figure 11) 

6.6.4 DITCH 63 was a large re-cut of DITCH 64, located at the turning of DITCH 

62 (Slot 459]) and evidences the large drainage issues that were present 

during the medieval period. The ditch was 3.92m wide and 1.40m deep with 

a v-shaped profile. Its basal fill was a mid-whitish yellow clay, most probably 

natural slumping from the sides of the ditch (460). Despite being very similar 

to the natural (111) this fill contained animal bone. Sealing this fill was a mid-

yellowish grey silt (456) that contained four sherds (5g) of early medieval 

pottery, burnt clay, animal bone, shell and flint. Above this was a fill of dark 

brown clayey silt (455) from which a sherd of medieval coarse ware pottery 

were recovered along with animal bone and flint. A fill of dark yellowish 

brown silty clay (454), was recorded above this and a sherd (6g) of early 

medieval pottery was recovered from the fill. The upper fill of DITCH 62 was 

mid yellow greyish brown silty clay (453). A single sherd (38g) of medieval 

coarse ware pottery was recovered, along with a sherd of Wreningham Ware 

(31g). 

DITCH 60 (Slots [521], [367], [452]) (Slot [452]; Figure 11) 

6.6.5 DITCH 60 was on a north-west to south-east alignment, with a rounded 

terminus to the south-east and extending beyond the northern limit of 

excavation. The northern part of the ditch truncated the upper fill of DITCH 

63 and was considered to be a re-cut, most likely the result of an attempt to 

clean out the DITCH 63's silted up fill. DITCH 60 narrows towards the north-

west end and has a width of 0.61-2.30m and a depth of 0.25-0.50m with 

steeply sloping sides and a concave base. The ditch fill consisted of dark 

greyish brown clayey sandy silt (520), (368), (451), from which three sherds 

(14g) of medieval coarse ware pottery were recovered from Slot [521], and a 

single sherd of late medieval pottery was found in Slot [367]. Two residual 

sherds (22g) of Wreningham Ware pottery were recovered from Slot [452] as 

well as animal bone and a possible iron pin. 
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DITCH 61 (Slot [326]) 

6.6.6 DITCH 61 extended from the south side of DITCH 60 and followed the same 

alignment north-west. It was 0.68m wide and 0.3m deep, with steeply sloping 

sides and a concave base containing a fill of dark greyish brown silty sandy 

clay (327). No finds were present. 

DITCH 36 (Slot [131]) 

6.6.7 DITCH 36 was a short ditch (6m long) on a north-west to south-east 

alignment, with a terminus to the north-west; the south-east end of the ditch 

extended into pit [133] which cut the ditch. The ditch had a width of 0.72m, a 

depth of 0.26m and a u-shaped profile containing a fill of dark to mid-

brownish grey silty clay (130). Ten sherds (80g) of residual Late Saxon 

pottery, including 4 sherds (56g) of Wreningham Ware, were recovered 

along with flint.   

DITCH 37 (Slot [128]) 

6.6.8 DITCH 37 was aligned north-west to south-east; it had a terminus to the 

north-west and extended for over 18m, beyond the southern limit of 

excavation. The ditch was cut by DITCHES 36 and 60 along its north-east 

edge. It was 1.54m wide and 0.31m deep with a rounded profile containing a 

basal fill of mid brownish grey silty clay (127) which was sealed by an upper 

fill of mid-light orange grey silty clay (129).  

BOUNDARY 3 (Ditches 68, 67, 66, 65) 

6.6.9 The boundary was located centrally between BOUNDARY's 2 and 3, and 

crossed from Area A into Area B.  

DITCH 68 (Slot [799]) (Figure 11) 

6.6.10 DITCH 68 was on a north to south alignment with a rounded terminus to the 

south; it extended north beyond the limit of excavation and was over 11m in 

length. The ditch was 4.34m wide and over 1.26m deep with moderately 

sloped sides; the base was not fully excavated due to health and safety 

issues. The lowest fill recorded from the ditch was yellowish brown silty 

sandy clay (891), from which a sherd (15g) of an early medieval jar was 

recovered. Above this was a fill of greyish brown silty clay (890), which in 



Land North of Church Road, Wreningham, Norfolk: Post-Excavation Assessment.  ©Pre-Construct 
Archaeology Limited, November 2016 
 

59 
R16283 

turn was sealed by a fill consisting of yellowish brown silty clay (889), from 

which five sherds (45g) of pottery dating to the medieval period were 

recovered, along with animal bone. The fourth fill recorded consisted of a 

light greyish brown mottled yellow brown silty clay (898) from which an iron 

nail was found. Above this was a yellow brown mottled light grey silty clay 

(880) from which a sherd (8g) of medieval coarse ware pottery was 

recovered. The sixth fill of the ditch was a dark greyish brown mottled yellow 

brown silty clay (798), a single sherd (5g) of Wreningham Ware pottery was 

found within the fill, along with a sherd (5g) of medieval coarse ware, animal 

bone and a medieval iron handle. The upper fill of the ditch was a dark 

brown silty clay (797) containing a sherd of medieval pottery and an iron 

strip. 

DITCH 67 (Slot [879]) (Figure 11)  

6.6.11 DITCH 67 was likely a continuation of DITCH 65, it extended from the 

eastern limit of excavation of Trench B and continued on a north-west to 

south-east alignment for 6m until it was cut by DITCH 68, at this point it 

turned northwards and continued on a south to north alignment, going 

beyond the northern limit of excavation. DITCH 67 was 4m wide and 1.22m 

deep with steeply sloping sides and a flatish base. There were four fills 

recorded; the basal fill consisted of light grey mottled yellow brown silty clay 

(878) from which a sherd (68g) of medieval coarse ware pottery was 

recovered along with animal bone. Sealing this fill was a mid-brown mottled 

yellow brown clayey silt with frequent fragments of chalk (877) (892). Five 

sherds (35g) of medieval coarse ware pottery were recovered, as well as 

four residual sherds (40g) of Wreningham Ware pottery, along with daub 

(20.5g), animal bone and an iron nail.  Above this was a thick fill of dark 

greyish brown silty clay (876) with frequent charcoal flecks and burnt clay. 

The upper fill of DITCH 67 consisted of a yellow brown mottled dark brown 

silty clay (875) with frequent chalk fragments. No finds were present in either 

of the upper fills.  

DITCH 66 (Slots [474], [246]) 

6.6.12 DITCH 66 truncated the upper fill of DITCH 65 and was probably a recut of 
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the earlier ditch; it followed the same alignment as DITCH 65, though it was 

wider; the width of the ditch was 4.80m and it was 0.64m deep. The ditch 

had moderately sloping, uneven sides, a flattish base and contained two fills; 

the basal fill was a dark brownish grey clayey silt (473), (247), from which 

four sherds (27g) of medieval pottery were recovered along with animal bone 

from fill (473), and six sherds (84g) of medieval pottery were recovered from 

fill (247) along with flint. The upper fill of the ditch consisted of mid greyish 

brown silty clay (472), (245) from which two sherds (12g) of medieval pottery 

were recovered in Slot [474] along with animal bone and flint, and eight 

sherds (120g) of medieval pottery were recovered from Slot [246]. 

DITCH 65 (Slots [477], [243] [879]  

6.6.13 DITCH 65 was on a west-north-west to east-south-east alignment and 

located in the south western corner of Trench A, though it is likely it 

extended into Trench B (Slot [879]), continuing on a similar alignment until it 

was cut by DITCH 69. DITCH 65 was a wide and deep ditch; the true depth 

was unable to be reached due to health and safety concerns. The width of 

the ditch was 3.36m and was over 0.86m deep with moderately sloping 

sides. The earliest fill recorded was a dark greyish brown clayey silt (476) 

from which two sherds (178g) of medieval coarse ware pottery and animal 

bone was recovered. The upper fill was a light yellowish brown silty clay 

(475), (244), from which a residual sherd of Wreningham Ware pottery was 

recovered in Slot [243]. 

BOUNDARY 3 (Ditch 71) 

DITCH 71 (Slot [864])  

6.6.14 DITCH 71 was located in the far south-west corner of the site, and extended 

beyond the western and southern edges. Little of the ditch was uncovered, 

however from what was seen it was clear that this was a large boundary 

ditch; over 4m wide and over a metre deep with steeply sloping sides. There 

were three fills recorded; the earliest fill recorded was a light yellowish brown 

silty clay (863), above this was a mid yellowish grey silty clay (862) which 

contained two sherds of pottery dating to the medieval period. The upper fill 

was a mid-brownish grey silty clay (861) which contained two sherds of 
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pottery, dating to the Late Saxon and Early Medieval periods.  

6.7 Post-medieval Activity (1540 to 1900 AD) (Figure 8) 

6.7.1 This phase comprised mainly of two rubbish pits, one of which was quite 

sizable and cut into a Late Saxon clay extraction pit. A series of postholes 

were also dated to this phase, through stratigraphic relationships.  

POSTHOLE GROUP 

6.7.2 This group of postholes ran linearly north to south and cut into medieval 

DITCH 63. 

6.7.3 Posthole [393] was circular in plan, measuring 0.3m wide and 0.08m deep. It 

had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of greyish 

brown silty clay (394). No finds were present.  

6.7.4 Posthole [395] was oval in plan, measuring 0.4m long, 0.3m wide and 0.1m 

deep. It had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-

grey silty clay (396). No finds were present. 

6.7.5 Posthole [397] was circular in plan, measuring 0.3m wide and 0.12m deep. It 

had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-grey 

silty clay (398). No finds were present. 

6.7.6 Posthole [399] was circular in plan, measuring 0.2m wide and 0.05m deep. It 

had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-greyish 

brown silty clay (400). No finds were present. 

6.7.7 Posthole [401] was oval in plan, measuring 0.2m long, 0.16m wide and 

0.08m deep. It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of mid-

greyish brown silty clay (402). No finds were present. 

6.7.8 Posthole [403] was circular in plan, measuring 0.3m wide and 0.08m deep. It 

had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of mid-greyish brown 

silty clay (404). No finds were present. 

PITS 

6.7.9 Two pits were dated to the post medieval period and were located at 
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opposite sides of the site. They were probable rubbish pits dug in outfields 

attached to the nearby post medieval settlement. Dating of the pits resulted 

from pottery dating and from stratigraphic and physical relationships with 

nearby features.  

6.7.10 Pit [210] (Figure 11; Plate 4) was sub-circular in plan, measuring 4.55m long, 

4.38m wide and 1.14m deep. It had steep sides and a flattish base and was 

likely to be a post medieval rubbish pit. The basal fill of the pit was a light 

brownish grey silty clay (124), (254) with occasional chalk inclusions and 

contained a single sherd (9g) of Wreningham Ware pottery, flint and animal 

bone. Sealing the fill was a light to mid brown grey clay silt (123), (901), 

which contained four sherds (35g) of pottery dated to the Late Saxon period, 

including three sherds (32g) of Wreningham Ware, and CBM. Above this 

was a light orangey brown clay (122), (252) containing an iron pin, two 

residual sherds of Late Saxon (28g) pottery, a single sherd (11g) of Late 

Medieval pottery and animal bone. A small deposit of light to mid greyish 

brown sandy silt (116), (278) lay above the orange brown clay. Near the top 

of the pit lay a fill of mid to dark greyish brown sandy silt (117), (276), which 

contained an almost complete pig skeleton (SK118, Plate 3), 14 sherds 

(121g) of Late Saxon pottery, including 12 sherds (103g) of Wreningham 

Ware, CBM and flint. Sealing this fill was a light brown grey silty clay (115), 

(251) containing iron nails and an iron lock plate, a sherd (10g) of 

Wreningham Ware, and a sherd (27g) of Late Medieval pottery, as well as 

CBM, animal bone, and flint. The uppermost fill of the pit consisted of mid 

grey brown sandy silt (114), (250) which contained an iron strap fitting, two 

sherds (85g) of pottery dating to the post-medieval period and a sherd (11g) 

of Wreningham Ware, CBM,  animal bone and flint. 

6.7.11 Pit [737] was oval in plan, measuring 1.13m long, 0.9m wide and 0.10m 

deep. It had a shallow, u-shaped profile and had a single fill of dark greyish 

brown silty clay (738), which contained four sherds (26g) of residual Thetford 

Ware pottery.  



Land North of Church Road, Wreningham, Norfolk: Post-Excavation Assessment.  ©Pre-Construct 
Archaeology Limited, November 2016 
 

63 
R16283 

6.8 Modern Activity (1900 AD to present) (Figure 8) 
6.8.1 This phase is typified by modern drainage ditches (DITCHES 64 and 72) 

which cut across the site on a north to south alignment in Area A. The 

ditches are narrow and shallow at 0.40m wide and 0.2m deep and contained 

residual pottery dating to the Late Saxon and early medieval periods in Slot 

[692]. 

6.9 Undated Features (Figure 9) 
6.9.1 These are features which were unable to be dated from either finds retrieval 

or comparable alignments and attributes.  

DITCHES 

DITCH 52 (Slot [554]) 

6.9.2 DITCH 52 was on a north-east to south-west alignment, with a squared 

terminus to the south-west; the north end of the ditch extended beyond the 

eastern limit of excavation. The ditch was cut by posthole [722] and had a 

width of 0.53m and a depth of 0.38m with a u-shaped profile containing a fill 

of mottled dark grey and light yellow brown silty clay (553). No finds were 

present.   

DITCH 54 (Slot [551]) 

6.9.3 DITCH 54 was on a north to south alignment with a rounded terminus to the 

north and extending south beyond the southern limit of excavation; it was 

over 1m in length with a width of 0.57m and a depth of 0.10m. The ditch had 

an uneven u-shaped profile and contained a fill of mid greyish brown silty 

clay (552). No finds were present. 

POSTHOLES 
6.9.4 Posthole [435] was circular in plan, measuring 0.6m wide and 0.4m deep. It 

had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-grey 

and mottled yellowish brown silty clay (434), which contained animal bone. 

6.9.5 Posthole [516] was circular in plan, measuring 0.4m wide and 0.05m deep. It 

had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of mid orange brownish 

grey silty clay (517). No finds were present.   
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6.9.6 Posthole [540] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.85m long, 0.59m wide 

and 0.15m deep. It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of 

mid greyish brown, clayey silt (541). No finds were present.  

6.9.7 Posthole [701] was circular in plan, measuring 0.33m wide and 0.34m deep. 

It had steep sides, a concave base and had a single fill of greyish brown silty 

sandy clay (700). No finds were present. 

6.9.8 Posthole [705] was circular in plan, measuring 0.20m wide and 0.14m deep. 

It had steep sides, a flat base and had a single fill of greyish brown silty 

sandy clay (704). No finds were present. 

6.9.9 Posthole [722] was circular in plan, measuring 0.45m wide and 0.34m deep. 

It had steep slightly concave sides, a flat base and had a single fill of greyish 

brown clayey sandy silt (721). No finds were present. The posthole cut 

DITCH 52. 

PITS 

6.9.10 Pit [328] was oval in plan, measuring 1.5m long, 1.4m wide and 0.8m deep. 

It had vertical sides and a flat base and had a basal fill of greyish brown silty 

sandy clay (329), a middle fill of mottled greyish orange silty sandy clay 

(330) and an upper fill of mid-grey silty sandy clay (331). No finds were 

present.  

6.9.11 Pit [523] was circular in plan, measuring 1.08m long and 0.38m deep. It had 

steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark greyish black, 

clayey silt (522) which contained animal bone.  

6.9.12 Pit [538] was circular in plan, measuring 0.76m long and 0.35m deep. It had 

moderate, slightly concave sides and a concave base and had a single fill of 

mid greyish brown, clayey silt (539). No finds were present.  

6.9.13 Pit [548] was sub circular in plan, measuring 1.46m long, 1.33m wide and 

0.52m deep. It had steep slightly concave sides and a flatish base and had a 

basal fill of darkish brown ashy clay silt with frequent fragments of burnt clay 

and charcoal flecks (549). The upper fill consisted of mid greyish brown silty 
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clay (550).  
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7 THE FINDS 

7.1 The Metalwork 
Ruth Beveridge 

Introduction 

7.1.1 Thirty-one objects of metalwork, and four samples of slag, were collected 

from the excavation at Church Road, Wreningham, and are listed by material 

in Table 1. These finds have been fully recorded and a complete listing is 

provided in the catalogue. They have been examined with low level 

magnification but without the assistance of radiographs. They are from 

twenty contexts, most of which are the fills of pits and ditches. A total of 

seventeen of the finds recovered from pit 210 alone. 

7.1.2 Overall the metalwork is in fair condition, with some corrosion masking detail 

on the iron objects.  

Find type Number 

Iron objects 27 

Copper alloy objects 1 

Lead objects 3 

Slag 4 

Total 35 

Table 1: Metalwork finds quantities 

Medieval 

Iron 

7.1.3 Elongate object with shank that tapers to a point at both ends; retrieved from 

fill (736) of pit [735]. The shank is square in section. Corroded along the 

shank. Possibly a leather working awl similar to the ones in Margeson, 1993, 

189. 

7.1.4 Complete U-shaped staple with tapering arms, square in section; retrieved 

from fill (736) of pit [735]. One arm broken towards the point. U-shaped 

staples had a range of uses, including holding chains and hasps in place 

around buildings. Comparative examples from Norwich are illustrated in 
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Margeson, 1993, fig. 107, nos. 1061 and 1067. 

7.1.5 Incomplete U-shaped drop handle, square in section; retrieved from fill (798) 

of ditch [799]. One terminal is missing. The surviving terminal curves at a 90 

degree angle away from the handle to form a hook. It tapers and flattens in 

section.  

Post-Medieval 

Copper alloy 

7.1.6 SF 3, fill (209) <5> of pit [210].  Elongate piece of wire, circular in cross 

section. Both ends are bent into a curve; one is broken, the other is tapered 

and flattened to form the point of a hook. Probably a medieval fishing hook, 

similar ones were found in Norwich, Margeson, 119, fig. 84, no 747. 

Iron 

7.1.7 Incomplete L- shaped piece of cast iron plate with one rounded corner, fill 

(251) of pit [210]. Along one edge is an incomplete rivet hole. Along the 

longest edge a rivet is in situ. The object has moulded ridges on the outer 

surface and an incomplete central square hole. It could be part of a lock 

plate similar to a 17th century London example, Simpson, 2006. 

Lead 

7.1.8 SF1, topsoil layer (110). An incomplete lead cloth or bale seal of the two disc 

alnage type. The edges of the discs are folded and damaged. The 

connecting strip is missing. Lead cloth and bale seals were used in Europe 

to mark cloth for commercial sale between the 13th and the 19th centuries 

and were part of a system of regulation and quality control (Egan, 1987). 

Uncertain date 

Iron 

7.1.9 Fragments of fifteen nails and five roves were recovered from the 

excavation; the majority being from pit [210]. Single nails were recovered 

from pit [544], pit [547], grave [684], ditch [879] and deposit (898). Iron nails 

are difficult to date to a particular period; the nails recovered here from pit 
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[210] have spot dates ranging from the medieval to post-medieval periods.  

7.1.10  Incomplete strap fitting; fill (250) of pit [210]. Piece of strip iron, trapezoidal 

in plan. In profile the strip curves at a right angle, this at the widest end. 

Towards the tapered end there is an in situ rivet. The tapered end may 

originally have been curved in plan.  

7.1.11 Incomplete pin, retrieved in fill (451) of ditch [452]. Half of a discoidal iron 

object with central circular perforation. Extending from the disc, offcentre, is 

a shank, ovoid in section and tapering to a point.  

7.1.12 Incomplete cast strip of iron, slightly curved and tapering in plan; fill (797) of 

ditch [799]. In section, narrow rectangular. Possibly the tang and lower 

section of a knife blade. 

7.1.13 Possible incomplete arm of a pair of shears. Ditch fill (809). Cast, elongate 

arm that is square in section, at one end it tapers and curves away at a 90 

degree angle. The opposite end is flattened. Similar examples of shears 

were found in Norwich, Margeson, 1993, fig. 99. Shears are known from the 

12th century onwards (Cowgill et al, 1987, 106). 

Lead 

7.1.14 SF2, topsoil layer (110). A flattened piece of cast lead, approximately square 

in plan, with one rolled edge and corner and two irregular edges. Most likely 

a piece of waste material such as flashing or binding. 

7.1.15 SF4, topsoil layer (110). Two co-joining pieces of a cast lead strip. In profile 

the strip curves; in section it is triangular. Two of the surfaces are smoother 

and flatter; one is rough. Possibly metalworking debris from the sprue of a 

mould, compare to Margeson, 1993, fig. 128, no. 1381. 

Slag 

7.1.16 Industrial waste and iron slag was recovered from pits [781], [785], rakeout 

layer (804) and ditch [809].  

Recommendations for further work 
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7.1.17 The condition of the metalwork is fair, but in order to preserve a record of the 

objects and reveal additional detail that might assist further identification, it is 

recommended that the iron objects undergo radiography.  

Discussion 

7.1.18 The majority of the metalwork is of medieval and post medieval date. 

Amongst the finds recorded there is evidence for crafts; this is provided by 

material discarded into pits and includes an iron awl possibly used in 

leatherworking, iron slag, a lead sprue and metallurgical waste. 

7.1.19 A significant number of the finds were retrieved from pit [210]. This is 

consistent with the disposal of domestic and minor structural rubbish over a 

period of time. 

7.1.20 Isolated finds in pits and ditches elsewhere on the site reflect casual losses 

and disposal of damaged objects. 
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7.2 Flint 
Barry Bishop 

Introduction 

7.2.1 The archaeological investigations at the above site resulted in the recovery 

of both struck flint and unworked burnt flint. The material been fully 

catalogued and this includes details of the contextual origins, raw material, 

condition and where possible a suggested date of manufacture for each 

piece (Appendix / Catalogue 2). This report summarises the information 

contained in the catalogue and assesses the assemblage’s archaeological 

significance and its potential to contribute to the further understanding of the 

nature and chronology of activity at the site. All metrical descriptions follow 

the methodology established by Saville (1980). 

Quantification and Distribution 
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No. 9 17 14 4 6 1 1 1 2 2 2 320 2557 

% struck 15.3 28.8 23.7 6.8 10.2 1.7 1.7 1.7 3.4 3.4 3.4 
  

Table 2: Quantification of Lithic Material from Church Road, Wreningham 

 

7.2.2 The lithic assemblage from the site comprises 59 struck flints and just over 

2.5kg of unworked burnt flint (Table 2). The struck flint was recovered from 

28 separate features; most provided only single pieces with the largest 

individual assemblage coming from pit [718] which provided six, half of which 

comprise chips. As all of the features at the site have been provisionally 

dated to the historic period and the struck flint can be regarded as residually 

deposited with no concentrations or indications of in situ flintworking noted. 

7.2.3 Unworked burnt flint was recovered from 22 features; again it was present 

mostly as single pieces in in small quantities, but two features, kiln [112] and 

pit [544], did manage more substantial assemblages.  
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Burnt Stone 

7.2.4 The burnt stone consists of flint fragments that have been heated to variable 

degrees, but all the extent that they had changed colour and had ‘fire 

crazed’, with most having fully ‘calcined’ and become grey-white. 

7.2.5 Surviving cortex indicates that the flint came from similar glacial sources as 

were probably used for the struck flint (see below) and the quantities 

recovered are mostly suggestive of randomly scattered background waste 

emanating from hearth use at the site. The two possible exceptions to this 

are Anglo-Saxon kiln [122] and medieval pit [544].  

7.2.6 Kiln [112] produced 91 pieces weighing a total of 1,127g from five of its fills, 

almost half of the entire unworked burnt flint assemblage from the site. 

Additionally three struck flints, all of which had been burnt, were recovered 

from the feature. The burnt pieces mostly comprise relatively large angular 

fragments that have been heated to a variable but generally high degree, 

although few have completely ‘calcined’. The high quantities present within 

this feature would suggest they are in some way associated; burnt flint is 

often used as a tempering for pottery although that does not appear to be 

the case here, but it is possible the flint was used in the kiln’s construction, 

such as a floor or to help temper the walls or even as incidental inclusions 

within the clay used for the superstructure.  

7.2.7 Pit [544] also contained relatively substantial quantities of burnt flint, this 

amounting to 138 pieces weighing 736g, along with a further three struck 

pieces of which one is burnt. This assemblage comprises pieces that are 

mostly smaller than those from kiln [112] and they are generally more 

intensively burnt, although the differences are not great. The quantities again 

are such that would exclude random residual deposition. In prehistoric 

contexts the presence of quantities of burnt flint has been associated with a 

variety of cooking, craft or industrial activities and, whilst little research has 

been done on burnt flint use in the historic period, it is possible similar 

practices are applicable here. 

Struck Flint 
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7.2.8 The struck flint assemblage at 59 pieces can be considered as moderate in 

size and the presence of high quantities of micro-debitage (flakes and 

fragments less than 15mm in maximum dimension), albeit from residual 

contexts, indicates core working at the site. There is a high degree of 

breakage and all of the pieces have experienced post-depositional abrasion, 

in some cases fairly severely, as would be consistent with a residually 

derived assemblage. Seven pieces (12%) have been burnt, at least some of 

this being attributable to the later use of kilns at the site. Recortication is 

either absent or very light. 

Raw Materials 

7.2.9 The raw materials used consisted of fine-grained flint of a variety of colours 

and translucency. Cortex is equally varied and ranges from thick but 

weathered to worn and hard. Thermal scar surfaces are also common and 

although the flint is generally of good knapping quality, this is mitigated by 

the frequency of internal thermal flaws. The mix of different flint types and 

the state of the cortex indicate that the raw materials were most likely to 

have been obtained from the Lowestoft Formation glacial deposits that 

mantle the area. Most of the raw materials used appear to have been 

relatively small angular pebbles and small cobbles but some larger pieces 

were clearly available, such as the nodular fragment weighing in excess of 

515g that was used as the core from pit [381]. The only other core, from pit 

[120], is smaller, weighing just 109g.  

Typology, Technology and Dating 

7.2.10 No truly chronologically diagnostic pieces are present but both the 

typological composition of the assemblage and its technological attributes 

indicate that flintworking was conducted at the site during the Mesolithic or 

Early Neolithic as well as the later prehistoric periods. As most flakes can 

only be broadly characterized by their technological traits and much 

ambiguity remains in assigning individual pieces, it is difficult to present a 

precise quantification of chronological variability within the assemblage, 

although the broad trends can be more confidently identified.  
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Mesolithic / Neolithic 

7.2.11 The earliest flintwork is the product of a systematic blade-based reduction 

strategy dateable to the Mesolithic or Early Neolithic periods. These include 

a few prismatic blades, one of which, from kiln [112], was used as a knife 

and a conchoidally fractured chunk that may have been fragment from a 

blade core, also from kiln [112]. There are also a number of well-made flakes 

that can be dated more broadly to the Mesolithic or Neolithic periods. They 

includes a finely worked scraper with symmetrically arced working edge, 

typical of Later Neolithic examples, recovered from ditch [196] and which 

had subsequently been reused at a later date. 

Later Prehistoric: Middle Bronze Age to Iron Age 

7.2.12 Probably the greater part of the struck flint assemblage can be dated to the 

later prehistoric period, from the latter parts of the second or the first 

millennium BC (Herne 1991; Young and Humphrey 1999; Humphrey 2003; 

McLaren 2009). This material is dominated by variable sized but mostly short 

and thick flakes with wide, unmodified and markedly obtuse striking 

platforms, comparable to Martingell’s ‘squat flakes’ (Martingell 1990; 2003). 

Both of the cores from the site are likely to belong to this phase. These 

include a minimally worked nodular cobble from pit [120] that has a few 

flakes removed from cortical surfaces, and the larger thermally fractured 

elongated nodule from pit [381] which has a few flakes removed from one 

end. Interestingly, this has steep retouch-like flaking blunting one of its 

lateral margins, possibly to aid handling. This suggests it may have actually 

been used as a tool, possibly as a chopping or percussive implement, 

although it exhibits no obvious damage from use. In addition to this, a further 

two pieces may be regarded as core-tools. These came from pit [283] and, 

although varying in size and shape, both have shallow flaking along one 

side, suggesting a cutting or perhaps scraping function. A further two flakes 

have also been retouched. These comprise the competently made scraper 

from ditch [196], mentioned above, which has been reused after it had 

partially recorticated by the addition of rough flaking on both faces, forming 

irregular coarsely denticulated edges along its lateral margins. The other 
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retouched implement comprises a badly detached flake from pit [119] that 

has irregular steep scalar retouch along its distal end, possibly indicating a 

use as a scraping-type tool. As later prehistoric tools tend to be irregularly 

and simply worked, and indications of this are easily masked by post-

depositional damage; it is likely that more of the pieces were utilized or even 

retouched than can be confidently recognized here. 

Significance 

7.2.13 Much of the burnt flint found at the site indicates settlement type activities 

involving hearth use but is intrinsically undateable and therefore of limited 

interpretational value. However, the higher quantities recovered from kiln 

[112] are of more interest in that they may relate to hitherto unrecorded 

practices of using flint as a structural element of kiln construction in the 

Saxon period. Likewise, the quantities found in pit [544] may also relate to 

and shed some light on craft or industrial activities. 

7.2.14 Given the extent and nature of the archaeological investigations at the site, 

the struck flint represents a moderately sized assemblage that demonstrates 

prehistoric activity otherwise not represented within the structural record. It 

suggests low key and sporadic activity occurring over a long period, during 

at least the Mesolithic or Early Neolithic and also during the later Bronze Age 

or Iron Age. The earlier material is likely to reflect transient occupation by 

mobile communities although the small size of the assemblage precludes 

making any comments on the precise chronology or nature of the activities 

conducted.  

7.2.15 Much of the assemblage can be dated to the later second or first millennium 

BC. Its small size precludes overly confident interpretations but, as it stands, 

the prevalence of retouched implements and potentially useable pieces 

would suggest an emphasis on tool use rather than just production, and it is 

therefore most compatible with domestic or residential type activities. During 

the later prehistoric periods flintworking tends to be casual and opportunistic, 

with struck pieces being discarded in small quantities around settlements 

and field-systems, raising the possibility that as yet unrecognized 



Land North of Church Road, Wreningham, Norfolk: Post-Excavation Assessment.  ©Pre-Construct 
Archaeology Limited, November 2016 
 

75 
R16283 

settlements may exist relatively close by. 

7.2.16 Settlement patterns and organization during the prehistoric period on the 

East Anglian boulder clays are poorly understood and the material reported 

here has the potential to provide some insights into both later prehistoric 

settlement practices, when large tracts of land started to become 

incorporated into formally organized systems of agricultural production, and 

also earlier periods when patterns of landscape inhabitation may have been 

more fluid and less archaeologically visible. 

Recommendations 

7.2.17 The use of flint as a possible structural element in the Saxon kiln should be 

considered in any descriptive account of its form and construction. 

7.2.18 Due to the small size of the struck assemblage and the evident chronological 

mixing of the material, no further technological or metrical analyses would be 

productive and no further analytical work is proposed. The assemblages, 

however, do contribute to the body of evidence for prehistoric activity and 

settlement on the poorly understood East Anglian boulder clays and a short 

account, which can largely be based on this report, should be prepared for 

inclusion in any published account of the fieldwork.  
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7.3 Pottery 
Berni Sudds 

Introduction 

7.3.1 A total of 2,301 sherds of Saxon and later pottery, weighing 48,355g, were 

recovered during the excavation phase, representing some 748 vessels. 

Added to the 321 sherds, weighing 1,735g recovered during the evaluation, 

this gives an overall site total of 2,622 sherds, weighing 50,090g. The pottery 

ranges in date from the 9th to 18th century, although the vast majority dates 

from the 9th to the 12th century (Table 3). The figures for this period are 

vastly inflated by the discovery of a Saxon kiln and the associated pottery 

waste. Even when this material is discounted, however, the domestic 

assemblage also primarily dates to this period, although occupation evidently 

continues until the mid-14th century. Just six sherds date to the late 

medieval and post-medieval periods, suggesting the use of the site had 

changed, with occupation perhaps giving way to agriculture.   

7.3.2 A full catalogue of the pottery by context is held with the archive, but a list of 

contexts containing pottery with sherd counts, date ranges and suggested 

spot dates appears in Appendix 3.  A concordance and quantification of the 

fabrics encountered on site are listed below in Table 3. 

Methodology and condition 

7.3.3 The fabrics were examined under x20 magnification and recorded using 

common names taken from the Norfolk Ceramic Type Series. Although 

sharing some affinities with existing traditions in the region, the pottery 

production waste cannot readily be assigned to a type and as such has been 

assigned the provisional code of ‘WREN’. The material was recorded and 

quantified for each context by fabric, vessel form and decoration using sherd 

count, weight and estimated number of vessels (ENV). As relatively 

homogenous and difficult to divide into sherd families, the ENV value for the 

pottery waste was calculated on the rims alone.  

7.3.4 The majority of the feature assemblages, excluding the production waste, 

are composed of small quantities of non-diagnostic sherds and as such are 
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only broadly dated by fabric. A significant proportion of this material 

demonstrates some degree of abrasion and coupled with the fragmentary 

condition, it is likely much is re-deposited. A smaller number of features 

contain larger, fresher groups, or more diagnostic forms or decoration and as 

such can be more tightly dated.  

Common name Fabric code Date range SC ENV Wg 

Mid/ Late Saxon pottery      

Wreningham ware (production waste) WREN 710 – 1017 1745 299 43196 

Thetford ware THET 875 - 1150 229 209 1808 

St Neot’s ware STNE 900 - 1150 14 10 75 

Early medieval pottery      

Early medieval ware EMW 1000 – 1200 145 103 1339 

Early medieval ware gritty EMWG 1000 – 1200 1 1 8 

Early medieval ware shelly EMWS 1000 – 1200 2 2 5 

Yarmouth-type ware YAR 1050 – 1200 1 1 3 

Medieval pottery      

Developed Stamford ware DEVS 1150 – 1250 1 1 8 

Medieval coarseware MCW 1175 – 1400 125 91 1405 

Grimston-type ware GRIM 1175 – 1400 22 16 294 

Local medieval unglazed wares (Non-

Norwich) 

LMUV 1100 – 1400 2 2 8 

Medieval glazed wares (unsourced) MISC GL 1100 – 1400 5 4 59 

Miscellaneous unsourced ware MISC 900 – 1400 2 2 8 

Late medieval and post-medieval pottery      

Late medieval and transitional LMT 1400 – 1600 3 3 44 

Glazed red earthenware GRE 1580 – 1900 3 3 87 

Table 3: The pottery types. SC = Sherd count; ENV = Estimated number of 

vessels; Wg = Weight 

Domestic assemblage (556 sherds, 5,159g) 

Late Saxon and Early medieval  

7.3.5 Approximately three quarters of the domestic assemblage dates from the 

late 9th to 12th century. The range of fabrics is in keeping with the material 

recovered during the evaluation and is typical of contemporary assemblages 
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in the locality and broader region (Blinkhorn 2015; Lentowicz 2007 and 

2009). The assemblage is dominated by Thetford-type wares (229 sherds), 

present only as jar forms. Decoration is rare, represented by a single applied 

strip and two vessels with rouletted bands. A good proportion probably 

derive from Norwich, but the range of fabrics suggest products from other 

centres are also present. There is also a small quantity of St Neots-type 

ware (14 sherds), another of the late Saxon wheel-thrown traditions, with 

production centred to the west on Jurassic geology of the Bedfordshire, 

Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire regions (Hunter 1979).  

7.3.6 The early medieval wares, comprising 146 sherds, include more than one 

fabric, containing varying amounts of sand with occasional flint and iron 

oxide. Most were probably manufactured locally but there are also a couple 

of regional shelly wares and a single sherd of Yarmouth-type ware. Jar forms 

occur most frequently, although three bowls and a single jug were also 

present. Pit [718] produced 10 sherds from the same thin-walled jar with a 

simple flaring rim and a broad but thinly applied thumbed strip to the 

shoulder. A further thin-walled example with a slightly thickened, flared rim 

was recovered from pit [781] (see Lentowicz 2009, p.436 Fig.6.42 5 & 6). 

Ditch fill (776) also contained sherds from a thin-walled jar with a simple 

thickened rim but in addition to a rounded bowl with a simple, internally 

beaded rim and a jug with a simple, slightly everted thumbed rim. 

7.3.7 Three ceramic phases have been identified during this period; 9th to 10th 

century, 11th to 12th century and 9th to 12th century. The earliest groups are 

identified by presence of early Thetford rim forms which suggest the site was 

occupied by the late 9th or 10th century. Groups dated to the 11th to 12th 

century contain EMW, either with or without Thetford wares. Broadly dated 

feature assemblages contain non-diagnostic Thetford and St Neots-type 

ware. It is possible, perhaps even likely that these groups are late Saxon 

although there are 11th century deposits elsewhere in East Anglia that 

contain Thetford wares in isolation, and given the small size and poor 

condition of these assemblages on site a broad date range is unavoidable. 

The residue and soot deposits on many of vessels are indicative of domestic 
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food preparation. 

 Medieval 

7.3.8 The recovery of over 150 sherds of pottery dating from the late 12th to 14th 

century indicates that occupation of the site continued into the medieval 

period, albeit at a reduced level. Locally produced coarsewares dominate 

with a smaller quantity of local medieval unglazed wares (LMUV) and 20 

glazed vessels. The medieval coarsewares again demonstrate more than 

one fabric type but are completely wheel-thrown, with more developed rims 

and are generally coarser and harder fired than their early medieval 

precursors. The dominant sandy fabric, with rare burnt out organics, 

demonstrates a close affinity to medieval coarsewares recovered in Norwich. 

MCW forms are also more diversified, including jars, bowls, jugs and a single 

pipkin. The bowls frequently have hammerhead rims, although thickened, 

beaded and everted examples are also present. One of the latter 

demonstrates a pouring lip. The jars have everted thickened, flat-topped, 

externally bevelled and squared rims. A single example has thumbing to the 

internal edge. The jugs have relatively simple thickened or thickened and 

flat-topped rims. Just two handles were identified, a ridged strap-type and a 

more unusual twisted rod-handle, in the style of Hedingham strip jugs.  

7.3.9 The glazed wares are predominantly represented by Grimston-type ware 

jugs, including a few highly decorated examples with white slip, iron-rich 

pellets and painted strips and two sherds from an anthropomorphic face-

mask jug. The latter has a short beard, applied tendrils and iron-rich painted 

strips (Fill 245; see Jennings 1981, Fig 18 no 342). A similar jug was 

recovered during the evaluation and given their general rarity, it is likely 

these derive from same vessel. A small number of glazed wares remain 

unsourced, but likely arrived on site via a central market at Norwich. 

7.3.10 The medieval feature assemblages are also quite small and fragmentary, 

and where sherds are non-diagnostic a fairly broad date range is suggested. 

The incidence of form and decoration allows for some groups to be more 

tightly dated. Pit fill (323), including a highly decorated GRIM jug and a MCW 
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pipkin, probably dates to the late 13th century, or perhaps early 14th century. 

Indeed, all groups containing highly decorated glazed wares, including fills 

(245), (287) and (300), are dated from the mid 13th to mid-14th century 

(McCarthy and Brooks 1988, 266). The absence of late form types in the 

assemblage, and virtual lack of late medieval and post-medieval pottery 

suggest occupation of the site had ceased by middle of the 14th century, 

perhaps as evidenced in many villages at this time, as a result of the black 

death. The residue and soot deposits are again consistent with domestic 

activity. 

Pottery production waste (1745 sherds, 43,196g) 

7.3.11 A total of 1,745 sherds of pottery waste were recovered from site, weighing 

43,196g and representing 299 vessels. The vast majority, 1,619 sherds (178 

ENV) was derived from the well-preserved kiln, including 6 in-situ vessels 

within the base of the kiln and a series of waster dumps backfilling the 

chamber. The kiln is a simple, small circular, single-flue type with no internal 

structure and a long stoke pit (Musty type 1a: Musty 1974). The remaining 

sherds were spread in small numbers across more than 60 deposits. It is not 

clear how much of this was in use in the settlement and what is simply 

redeposited, although none of these sherds demonstrate residue or sooting.  

Fabric 

7.3.12 The pottery wasters are typically mid grey in colour although range from buff 

and orange to brown, dark grey and black, sometimes on the same vessel. 

They can be the same colour throughout, although the core, margins and 

surfaces are frequently differentiated. Where this occurs cores and margins 

are generally grey, brown or black with either reduced or oxidised surfaces, 

although oxidised and buff cores are also evident. The fabric has moderate 

to abundant fine to medium sub-angular to rounded clear and opaque (white) 

quartz sand (mostly up to 0.5mm, less frequently up to 1mm), occasional 

medium to coarse flint (mostly up to 8mm, but occasionally over 1mm), 

black-iron ore and rare red iron ore, iron-stained quartz and calcareous 

inclusions. 
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Form 

7.3.13 The range of forms identified amongst the waste is very limited, comprised 

almost entirely of jars, although one pitcher or handled storage jar is present 

and further storage jars may be implied by the presence of thumbed strips 

on two body sherds.  

7.3.14 The vessels are generally thick walled and they appear to be coil-built and 

finished on a slow wheel, although there is ambiguity here. It can be difficult 

to determine method of manufacture when vessels are smoothed over as 

most of Wreningham vessels are. Horizontal lines are visible, generally on 

internal walls and one base has a spiral impression, although this is the 

exception rather than the rule as the majority of internal bases are wiped. 

The uneven wall thickness and general asymmetry of the more complete 

vessels, where there is no evident bloating, would not be consistent with fast 

wheel manufacture, but caution should always be observed when dealing 

with wasters as they rarely resemble the consumable products of the kiln.  

7.3.15 The rims are all relatively simple, typically slightly thickened and either 

upright, slightly everted or hollowed, with rounded or sometimes more 

tapered tops. On the complete vessels the rims range in diameter from 

84mm to 137mm and the height from 106mm up to 200mm. The vessels 

pictured have slumped, giving a bulbous appearance (Plate 18), but it would 

appear the majority of jars had a globular profile. Bases are sagging and 

demonstrate some evidence for knife-trimming with diameters on the 

complete pots ranging from 73mm to 150mm. Notably the rim and base 

diameters are generally fairly similar. The pitcher is essentially a jar with a 

thick strap handle attached to the rim and neck and bearing a crude applied 

strip. The thumbed strips on the two other body sherds appear to be placed 

diagonally. 

Parallels and dating 

7.3.16 Due to root disturbance, archaeomagnetic dating was deemed non-viable 

but carbon samples taken from the chamber of the kiln, quoted at 95.4% 

probability, returned the following dates; 710 – 745AD/764 – 893AD 
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(SUERC-66873: 1207 +/- 29 BP), 894 – 930AD/ 938 – 1017AD (SUERC-

66872: 1082 +/-29 BP) and 875 – 1013AD (SUERC-66874: 1113 +/-29BP). 

In situ burning from the stoke hole, also quoted at 95.4% probability, 

provided a date of 865 – 996AD (SUERC-67336: 1118 +/-30BP). Bayesian 

modelling may facilitate closer definition but in lieu of such analysis these 

cover a broad date range from the 8th to early 11th century. This covers 

three distinct ceramic traditions in the region, predominantly those dating to 

the middle and late Saxon period, but including the emergence of the early 

medieval wares. In order to more closely date the pottery a brief comparison 

with these traditions, both within the immediate region and further afield, has 

been undertaken below.   

7.3.17 At the outset it is apparent that the Wreningham material is very different 

from the localised EMW tradition that developed during the early years of the 

11th century, in fabric, form and firing. The early medieval wares are typically 

thin-walled and handmade, with some use of the wheel late in the tradition 

for the construction of rims. The firing is also much lower and more poorly 

controlled, frequently giving rise to oxidised or partially oxidised surfaces. 

7.3.18 The potentially hand built and thick walled nature of the Wreningham 

vessels, along with the more simple upright, slightly everted and/or slightly 

hollowed rims, are akin to middle Saxon Ipswich ware. The fabric is not 

consistent with either of the two primary Ipswich ware fabric groups 

originating from Ipswich (Blinkhorn 2012), being much sandier in texture, but 

analysts working in the region have suspected for some time that the 

production of Ipswich ‘type’ ware was taking place in Norfolk, exploiting the 

local geology and the Wreningham wasters bear a resemblance to this 

material (S. Anderson pers comm.). By contrast, however, the thickening to 

the rims, and particularly the pronounced hollowed examples, are not 

features of the ‘established’ Ipswich ware tradition, nor are the applied 

thumbed strips present on two body sherds and the single pitcher or storage 

jar handle amongst the wasters. In fact, the latter is more typical of the 

successive Thetford-type wares. The sandy fabric also fairly closely 

resembles Thetford-type ware from Norwich, although this might be 
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expected to be the case since both traditions are likely to have been 

exploiting similar geology. Indeed, with thicker body sherds it can be difficult 

to determine between Wreningham products and thicker walled Thetford-

type ware on site.  

7.3.19 Some of hollowed rims resemble some of the simplest and crudest Thetford 

ware rims in Norwich, although these appear to be relatively rare (Lentowicz 

2007, Fig 5.58 f and 2009, Fig 4.75 No 7, 9 & 10; Fig.4.76 No.1). The 

Norwich Thetford wares also differ in appearance, being generally darker 

and harder (R. Goffin pers comm.) and in other respects, the Wreningham 

wasters are very dissimilar. Bloating and distortion account partly for the 

crude appearance but they are technically far less accomplished than late 

9th and 10th century Thetford products and Thetford ware jars are typically 

not so globular in profile. The 11th and early 12th century rural Thetford 

industries, one of which is sited less than 10 miles to the east of 

Wreningham at Langhale, in some instances produced more crudely made 

products than the early urban centres but aside from the large storage jars, 

are still wheel-thrown and more skilfully produced (Wade 1976).  

7.3.20 The possibility of whether or not this material is something more transitional 

in nature has also been considered. The evidence, at least from Ipswich 

assemblages, is that there is no transitional period between the two 

industries, with Ipswich ware remaining unchanged by the introduction of 

Thetford-type ware, the latter representing a sea change in technology. This 

would also assume that the two industries co-existed in production for a 

while, not just in use. However, what has been termed Middle Saxon/ Late 

Saxon transitional ware has been identified some 3 miles to south-east of 

Wreningham at Tasburgh Fort and the illustrated rim profiles provide a close 

match to the Wreningham waste (Dallas 1991, 54-5 Fig.42 Nos 5 & 6). This 

material was tentatively dated to 9th century, although it was also suggested 

that it could be the product of a local potter of later date. 

7.3.21 No other evidence for Middle Saxon occupation was recovered during the 

excavations, and where the Wreningham pottery occurs with domestic 
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pottery, it is typically with late Saxon Thetford wares. Seven sherds of middle 

Saxon Ipswich ware were identified during the evaluation (Blinkhorn 2015), 

although given the visual similarity between body sherds of this tradition and 

the Wreningham pottery, it is quite likely these are also production waste. 

This raises the possibility of whether some of what has been identified 

elsewhere in the region as Norfolk Ipswich ‘type’ ware was in fact made at 

Wreningham. Clearly, closer analysis and comparison is required.   

7.3.22 Until further definition can be achieved with the carbon dates and additional 

analysis and research can be undertaken, the dating and interpretation of 

the Wreningham pottery must remain open to question. Unless residual, a 

date in the later 9th or perhaps even 10th century is supported by the 

incidence of Wreningham pottery in other dated features on site, which may 

suggest pottery production was the catalyst for the first exploitation of the 

site. However, if dated to the early late Saxon period, this would raise some 

interesting questions, not least why the Wreningham material should differ 

so greatly in sophistication to contemporary town manufactured Thetford-

type wares. Indeed, a kiln in a rural setting at this date goes against the 

perceived notion that the late Saxon pottery industries of the region were 

urban based. 

7.3.23 As the pots are relatively crude it has been suggested that the kiln may have 

been set up, perhaps even by an itinerant potter, to service the demands of 

a fairly limited and perhaps conservative rural population (K. Wade pers 

comm). They may even represent something of a local hybrid, with a rural 

potter, or perhaps even a slow-wheel potter from Ipswich or the continent, 

continuing with existing methods of pottery making, but attempting to 

emulate some of the elements of the new late Saxon wheel-thrown 

traditions. There are, after all, contemporary precedents in other regions for 

the co-existence of different pottery making techniques. In Lincolnshire 

thicker and cruder handmade wares, namely Early Lincolnshire Fine-shelled 

ware, representing a precursor to the Saxo-Norman Fine-shelled ware, 

occurs alongside the wheel-thrown late Saxon wares in mid-late 9th to early 

10th century deposits (J. Young pers comm.). The possibility of more direct 
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continental influences should also be investigated further, as a parallel for 

some of the more distinct rims and the globular, kugeltopf shaped bodies 

may be found in northern Europe.  

Significance and potential 

7.3.24 With the exception of the pottery production waste the material appears to 

be largely typical of this part of Norfolk, and more broadly of contemporary 

rural assemblages in the region. The evidence for pottery manufacture is 

both rare and atypical of existing well-documented contemporary pottery 

traditions and as such is of great significance. Indeed, it would appear to 

somewhat unique and despite demonstrating some affinities at present 

defies classification, possibly representing a new type. 

7.3.25 The scale and distribution of production is also as yet unclear. Given the 

relative crudity of the pots it is possible that the kiln was set up to service the 

demands of a fairly limited rural population. If the ‘Middle Saxon/ Late Saxon 

Transitional’ pottery from Tasburgh can be sourced to Wreningham it would 

evidently have been making it beyond village, although perhaps not very far. 

The excavated kiln certainly seems to have had a relatively limited lifespan, 

potentially being fired only once. However, as located to the north-east 

corner of the excavated area, with archaeological features extending beyond 

the limit of excavation in all directions, it is quite possible that further 

evidence for production lies undiscovered. Furthermore, if some of what has 

been identified as local Ipswich ‘type’ ware was in fact made at Wreningham, 

then the distribution of the ware may be broader than is immediately 

apparent. It was not picked up by the Ipswich Ware Project, which may have 

been expected given the similarity between the two types, particularly in 

body sherd material, but as very little Ipswich ware was sampled from 

Norfolk as a whole (7 sherds from Terrington St Clement, Blinkhorn 2012) it 

could easily have been missed. Clearly, the assemblage has the potential to 

enhance an understanding of pottery production and supply during the 

Saxon period that will have regional, and potentially national, ramifications.  

Recommendations 
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7.3.26 Undoubtedly, the most significant aspect of assemblage relates to the 

pottery production. The domestic assemblage is relatively unremarkable, 

although is important in dating and characterising activity in the immediate 

area and providing the context for production. Any further analysis should 

focus on the pottery production with more specific recommendations 

itemised below. 

Quantification 

7.3.27 The rims require quantifying by diameter and percentage present. 

7.3.28 A larger sample of the pottery waste should be sampled for fabric to ensure 

the full range is represented. 

Manufacture 

7.3.29 An attempt should be made to confirm how the pottery is made using thin-

section and x-ray, which can determine the use of a fast wheel. Consultation 

with a potter who specialises in reproduction pottery should also be 

undertaken to enhance an understanding of technique, skill level and what 

may have caused the last firing to fail.  

7.3.30 An overview of the excavated Saxon kilns in East Anglia and further afield 

should be undertaken to identify possible parallels and also if there is any 

chronology to type, although dating kilns typologically can be misleading. 

The Wreningham example can be paralleled to certain Thetford ware 

examples, namely those from Ipswich, although admittedly some of these 

were excavated under difficult conditions (Smedley and Owles 1963; Wade 

2013). Conversely, the two best preserved Ipswich ware kilns excavated 

both have a double chamber, although there are Thetford-ware kilns that 

also exhibit this feature (Blinkhorn 1989; Poole forthcoming and Musty 

1974). 

Dating 

7.3.31 A significant area for further research focuses on the difficulty of dating the 

pottery production and how this fits into the site chronology. 



Land North of Church Road, Wreningham, Norfolk: Post-Excavation Assessment.  ©Pre-Construct 
Archaeology Limited, November 2016 
 

87 
R16283 

7.3.32 Bayesian modelling of the carbon dates may help to refine the broad and 

staggered ranges provided.  

7.3.33 The Ipswich ware from the evaluation needs to be checked against the 

Wreningham waste to see if it represents further production waste or 

evidence for middle Saxon activity on site. 

Influences and influence 

7.3.34 Direct physical comparison of the pottery waste with local Ipswich ‘type’ 

wares, the Middle Saxon/ Late Saxon Transitional ware from Tasburgh, and 

Ipswich and Thetford-type wares from Norwich will be essential to reveal 

information about possible parallels and also how widely distributed the 

Wreningham pottery may have been. This should include microscopic, thin-

section and chemical analysis (using Inductively-Coupled Plasma Atomic 

Emission Spectrometry) of sample sherds from each of these groups. 

7.3.35 Research into contemporary pottery production beyond East Anglia, 

including in Lincolnshire, and further afield on the continent should be carried 

out, particularly within the pottery traditions of northern Europe. 
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7.4 Fired Clay 
By Mark Hinman with Sian O'Neill 

Introduction 

7.4.1 A total of 10905 fragments of burnt clay, weighing 19.35kg was recovered 

from the site (Table 1). Individual fabric types are still to be recorded during 

further analysis but the most common type is a sandy clay fabric with 

distinctive rounded gravel inclusions. Burnt clay was found in almost every 

type of feature, quite frequently as a residual contaminant within disuse fills 

and often as tiny fragments only.  

7.4.2 This burnt clay or daub was manufactured from local materials and was 

evidently used in the production of ovens, kilns and buildings. It sometimes 

bears the impressions of wattles and withies that formed the superstructures 

of these structures and helped to maintain their shape and reduce shrinkage 

during construction. The wattles and withies, made of twigs, then either rot, 

or have been burnt, away. It should be noted that daub is a soft porous 

substance and not as resilient as kiln fired CBM; only material that has been 

deliberately or accidentally burnt will survive in the soil. Consequently 

material surviving from ovens or kilns where daub has been exposed to high 

temperatures is disproportionately represented over dwellings and other 

structures in this assemblage.  

Ceramic Building Material 

7.4.3 A total of 7 fragments of CBM (2 fragments of Brick, 5 fragments of roofing 

tile), weighing 214g was recovered from the site (Table 1).  CBM was found 

only as a rare and residual contaminant within disuse fills and is of little 

interpretive value given the size and poor state of preservation of the 

assemblage. 
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Table 4. The fired clay listed in order of percentage of weight. 

 

7.4.4 Most of the daub assemblage cannot be associated with primary usage and 

was retrieved in a general distribution from ditches (c. 10%) and the majority 

from pits (c. 88%). The surviving dimensions of the fragments range 

between 15 and 50mm in width, with a mean measurement of 30mm. 

Surviving withie impressions have measurable diameters of between 3and 

20mm. Traces of daub were recovered from the postholes of late Saxon 

Structure 1 (260, 262. 266) which provides an indication of wattle and daub 

structures other than ovens and kilns. 

7.4.5 Two features provide evidence for superstructures. A significant amount of 

daub (7359 fragments, 5742g) came from a later Saxon pottery kiln (112. 

The pottery associated with this kiln is highly significant. Although no 

diagnostic daub types were found associated with this feature further work is 

required on this assemblage in relation to the kiln technologies employed.  A 

large and significant assemblage of daub (2660 fragments, 10604g) was 

recovered from a medieval oven (544, EMO 1) numerous withie impressions 

were found. The diameters of these impressions measure between 10 and 

20mm; indicating that quite substantial withies were used during the 

construction of this oven. Surface treatments were present on a significant 

number of fragments from oven 544.  These consists of rough hand 

smoothing of exterior surfaces preserving one  rough impression of an adult 

thumb print. No structural details such as flues were noted during 

quantification but some further examination by a kiln or oven specialist is 

recommended. 

Fired Clay 

type 

Quantity Weight (g) Weight (%) 

Brick/Tile 7 214 1.1 

Daub 10905 19350 98.9 

TOTAL 10912 19564 100.00 
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7.5 Faunal Remains 
Karen Deighton 

Introduction 

7.5.1 A total of 256 identifiable animal bone fragments were recovered by hand 

from a range of features from three phases during the course of excavation. 

Phases were; Early Medieval, medieval and Post Medieval. Bone was also 

collected from 13 sieved sample residues (mesh size 2mm, 5mm and 

10mm) from the Saxon, Early Medieval and Medieval phases.  

Methodology 

7.5.2 The material was firstly sorted into recordable and non-recordable fragments 

and bones with fresh breaks were reassembled. Identification was aided by 

Schmid (1972); Prummel (1987) was consulted for neonates of the major 

domesticates. Sheep/goat distinction follows Boesneck (1969). 

7.5.3 The following were recorded for each element: context, anatomical element, 

taxa, proximal fusion, distal fusion, side, burning, butchery, pathology and 

erosion. Ribs and Vertebra were recorded as horse, pig, dog, sheep size or 

cattle size but not included in quantification as their multiple numbers 

introduce bias. Recording of fusion follows Silver (1969).  Cattle and pig 

teeth were aged after Grant (1982) and sheep teeth after Payne (1973). The 

ageing of horse teeth follows Goody (1983). Recognition and recording of 

butchery is after Binford (1981). Recording of sexing data for pig canines 

follows von den Driesch (1976). Pathology is described after Baker and 

Bothwell (1980). Measurements were taken after von den Driesch and 

supplementary measurements for equus metapodia are those suggested in 

Eisemann and Beckouche (1986). The material was recorded onto an 

access database. 

Preservation 
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7.5.4 Fragmentation was fairly high with only 13.3% of long bones whole, most 

were at the shaft or fragment stage. Bone surface condition was good, 

evidence for erosion was only recorded on one bone. Canid gnawing was 

low being noted only on 17 bones which suggests material was not left lying 

around for the attention of scavengers. Burning was observed from samples 

<22 >and <36 >only, suggesting that this was not a preferred method of 

disposal. Butchery marks were noted on 47 bones and were mostly 

consistent with chopping.  

Results by Period 

Saxon 

7.5.5 Unfortunately only highly fragmented material from three samples was 

recovered for this phase, which could not be identified to taxa. 

Early Medieval  

7.5.6 Bone was recovered largely from pits and ditches and a few post holes. Just 

under half of the bone attributed to this period is from a partial pig skeleton in 

pit [685]. The fragments collected from a sample <29> taken from this 

feature, although identification cannot be certain due to heavy fragmentation, 

are probably also from this pig skeleton. Fusion data suggests the animal to 

have been a juvenile, although there is no dental evidence to confirm this. 

Furthermore no sexing data was available. The partial skeleton could 

represent the burial of a diseased animal. Apart from this animal no other 

concentrations of bone were noted. The remaining bone appears to be 

domestic waste, thrown into pits and ditches. A small assemblage such as 

that encountered here would be consistent with short term occupation 

proposed for the site at this time. 

Medieval 

7.5.7 Bone was recovered from pits and ditches, with no particular concentration 

being noted. No particular dominance of taxa was noted but this could be 
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due to small size of assemblage. The paucity of remains is consistent with 

agricultural use of the site by this period. A single fish vertebra was 

recovered from a sample from this phase however with such tentative 

evidence no conclusions can be drawn about its presence. 

Post Medieval 

7.5.8 The largest portion of the assemblage was recovered from rubbish pits dated 

to this period. However much of the assemblage (i.e. 128 bones and 

fragments) can be accounted for by an almost complete by pig skeleton in 

rubbish pit [118]. The size and shape of the lower canines suggest this 

animal to have been female and tooth eruption and wear suggest an adult, 

death could have been the result of disease or the animal could have died 

during farrowing.  A partial cat skeleton in rubbish pit [252] contributed a 

further 18 bones. Bone fusion suggests an adult animal. The presence of 

both animals could be the result of  carcass disposal on agricultural land 

away from settlement,   However in the case of the cat skeleton use for fur 

cannot be ruled out, although no evidence for butchery was noted. The 

remainder of the assemblage appears to be domestic waste. 

Conclusions 

7.5.9 Analysis has shown a fairly small assemblage of common domestics. The 

assemblage appears to provide corroboration for the nature and function of 

the site through time. 
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Phase Early Medieval Medieval Post medieval Grand Total 

Taxa     

Cattle 13 7 11 31 

Cattle size 2 3  5 

Sheep/goat 4 6 8 18 

Sheep size  5 4 9 

Pig 20 7 128 155 

horse 4 7 4 15 

dog 3 1  4 

cat  1 17 18 

Small bird  1  1 

Grand Total 46 38 172 256 

Table 5; Taxa by Phase 

 
Context Sample  Feature Large mammal 

212 10 Kiln 3 

213 35 Kiln 11 

213 35 Kiln 4 

Table 6: sample by context (Saxon) 

 
Context Sample Feature Large mammal 

685 29 Pig burial 100+ 

 

Context sample feature Cattle pig Large mammal Small mammal fish 

456 21 ditch  2 26   

542 22 pit   14   

543 24 posthole   25 1  

549 23 pit   2   

619 25 pit   13 1  

620 26 pit   2   

782 45 posthole   6 1  

789 43 ditch 1  7 1  

892 47 ditch   32 1 1 

Table 7; sample by context (early Medieval) 
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7.6 Environmental remains 
Kate Turner  

Introduction 

7.6.1 This report summarises the findings of the rapid assessment of 20 bulk 

samples taken during the excavation of a Late Anglo Saxon settlement site 

on Church Road, in Wreningham. These samples were taken from a series 

of pits and ditches, along with the fills of an Anglo Saxon kilns and an early 

medieval oven. Full details of the sampled contexts can be found in table 1.  

7.6.2 The aim of this assessment is to: 1) give an overview of the contents of the 

assessed samples, 2) determine the environmental potential of these 

samples and 3) indicate whether any further analysis is necessary.  

Methodology 

7.6.3 20 bulk samples of between 1 and 60 litres of sediment were processed 

using the flotation method; material was collected using a 300µm mesh for 

the light fraction and a 1mm mesh for the heavy residue. The heavy residue 

was then dried, sieved at 1, 2 and 4mm and sorted to extract artefacts and 

ecofacts. The abundance of each category of material was recorded using a 

non-linear scale where ‘1’ indicates occasional occurrence (1-10 items), ‘2’ 

indicates occurrence is fairly frequent (11-30 items), ‘3’ indicates presence is 

frequent (31-100 items) and ‘4’ indicates an abundance of material (>100 

items). The results for this stage of the assessment are presented in table 2.  

7.6.4 The light residue (>300 µm), once dried, was scanned under a low-power 

binocular microscope in order to quantify the level of environmental material, 

such as seeds, chaff, charred grains, molluscs and charcoal. Abundance 

was recorded as above. A note was also made of any other significant 

inclusions, for example roots and modern plant material. The results of this 

assessment are shown in table 5. 
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Results and Discussions 

 Residues 

7.6.5 All of the heavy residues with the exception of samples <2>, <7>, <11> and 

<47> contained environmental remains. Low concentrations of wood 

charcoal were present in the majority of the assemblage, 10 samples of 

which contained pieces of a size to be identifiable to species. <35> and 

<36>, both taken from the fill of an Anglo-Saxon kiln, were the only samples 

to contain more than 30 fragments, each with more than 50 grams of 

material. These, and other suitable samples, should be sent to a specialist 

for identification, as they could provide information on both the local 

environment, and the types of wood that are being selected for fuel use 

during this period.  

7.6.6 No seeds or other plant material were identified, though a significant number 

of charred grains were found in sample <45>, the fill of a Late Saxon pit. 

Preliminary identification suggests the presence of Hordeum vulgare (Barley) 

and Pisum sativum (pea); both of which may have been an important dietary 

component during this phase of occupation.  

7.6.7 Samples <5>, <6>, <21> and <22> contained a small amount of marine 

and/or terrestrial shell; though material in sample <22> was too fragmented 

to be recognizable. A single terrestrial shell of the species Oxychilus alliarius 

was identified in sample <5>, along with some small fragments of Ostrea 

edulis (flat oyster), additionally, sample <6> contained juvenile material that 

has been cautiously attributed to a sub-species of the genus Trichia sp.. 

Several well preserved specimens of Helix pomatia (Roman snail) were 

found in sample <22>, this being an edible species of land snail, thought to 

have been introduced in Britain during the Roman occupation.  

 Flots 

7.6.8 The flots assessed in this report range in volume from 3ml to 400ml, and 

contain a significant amount of environmental material. Wood charcoal was 

identified in all of the residues, with around 75% containing over 100 
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individual fragments. Of these, 6 samples; <4>, <6>, <7>, <35>, <36> and 

<45> yielded fragments of a size that has the potential to be identified to 

species, and should, along with viable material from the heavy residues, be 

sent to a charcoal specialist for further analysis.  

7.6.9 16 of the 20 samples assessed also contained charred grain, the highest 

concentrations being from contexts (109), the fill of a late Saxon pit, sample 

(782), the fill of an Early Medieval disused oven and, as with the heavy 

residue, (375). The material from context (782) shows some signs of 

mineralization. Preliminary analysis indicates that Hordeum spp. (barley), 

Triticum spp. (wheat), Lens culinaris (lentil), Vicia spp. (vetch) and Vitis spp. 

(grape) are present, along with low concentrations of Avena sativa (oat) and 

Secale cereal (rye). Glume and base were not found in any samples, 

suggesting that whilst cereals may have been consumed at the site, they 

were processed elsewhere. The material in sample <1> (context (109)) was 

generally puffed and distorted, indicating prolonged, high-temperature 

burning, rendering identification impossible. Whilst similar degradation was 

observed in several other samples, including <22> and <43>, the overall 

level of preservation is good and, as grain is present throughout the 

assemblage, this could be an ideal material for AMS dating should such be 

required. 

7.6.10 75% of the residues contained charred and/or uncharred seed remains, 

mostly in low concentrations, with charred material being dominant. Samples 

<22>, <24> and <45> were the only ones to contain greater than 30 

individual specimens; the main taxa present are of flowering plants including 

Anthemis cotula (stinking chamomile) Brassica spp. (mustards) 

Chenopodium album (fat hen) and Sedum spp. (stone crops). Proper 

identification of this material could, in conjunction with the finds assemblage, 

be a valuable proxy for understanding the changing make-up of the local 

landscape. A full account of the seeds identified is provided in table 4. 

7.6.11 Of particular interest is sample <45>, as it contains nearly 100g of charred 

grain in both the flot and the heavy residue, along with charred seeds and 
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charcoal. A detailed analysis of this material may aid our understanding of 

local agriculture, diet and economy during the Late Saxon period, and it 

should therefore be further analysed. 

7.6.12 Molluscs were found in all but five samples (table 6); the majority of which 

were terrestrial, though a small amount of aquatic species (Anisus 

leucostoma, Gyraulus crista and Potamopyrgus antipodarum) were 

recognized in samples <3>, <5> and <21>. Peak concentrations were in 

samples <2>, <21>, <22>, <24> and <42> respectively. Land snails of the 

genus Punctum pygmaeum (dwarf snail) and Vitrea contracta (milky crystal 

snail), both catholic species (inhabiting a range of environments), were the 

most abundant, along with Vallonia excentrica (eccentric grass snail), which 

is commonly found in dry, open areas of grassland. Sample <24> also 

contained several opercula, which could be used to increase chronological 

precision, via aminostratigraphy (Penkman et al. 2011).  

7.6.13 Samples <22>, <24> and <42> all contained numerous shells of the 

burrowing snail Cecilioides acicula, an introduced species that, when found 

in archaeological material, is often interpreted as a modern intrusion. The 

amount in these deposits suggests that substantial reworking may have 

taken place, and it is therefore recommended that these samples be 

discarded. 

7.6.14 Further evidence of disturbance was present in the form of modern straw, 

found in half of the flot residues (table 4), and roots, present in all of the 

samples with the exception of <42>, <45> and <46>. Based on this it is 

reasonable to suggest that bioturbation may have had a significant impact in 

these contexts, and therefore this environmental material is unlikely to be in 

situ. 

7.6.15 Other material identified in this assemblage includes low concentrations of 

small animal bone in samples <1>, <24> <45>, a few fragments of eggshell 

in sample <43> and insect remains in samples <22>, <24>, <43>, which are 

likely to be modern.  
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Conclusions and Recommendations for Further Work 

7.6.16 This assessment has shown that, though the preservation of environmental 

material is good, it is often associated with modern contaminants. However, 

whilst there is significant evidence for bioturbation in the majority of the 

assessed samples, there may be some environmental information to be 

gained from the remainder, particularly sample <45>. Specialist analysis of 

the charred grain and wood in this deposit could provide information on 

agriculture and diet, as well as being a suitable material for radiocarbon 

dating, if this is required.  

7.6.17 Further assessment of the mollusc assemblage is recommended if an intact 

stratigraphic sequence or appropriate column sample through the relevant 

deposits is available, as this material can be used to create a robust 

environmental reconstruction. Sampling for pollen analysis is not advised, as 

the preservation of shells in these samples indicates that the deposits would 

be unsuitable.  
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8 DISCUSSION 

8.1 Late Saxon 
8.1.1 The activity during this period was characterised by a track way which ran 

across site from west-north-west to east-south-east, towards the Church of 

All Saints to the south-east of site. The track was delineated by a couple of 

parallel ditches, which were later cut by a series of postholes, suggesting a 

fence or hedge line was later used to demarcate the route. Though much of 

the pottery recovered was late Saxon in date, the nature of the track way 

and the fact that Roman remains were found to the east of the church, 

suggest that there was an earlier presence in the landscape around the site.  

8.2 Late Saxon/Early Medieval Settlement 

8.2.1 The archaeological remains from this period show a period of rural 

settlement, peripheral to the village core. A single posthole structure dated to 

this phase of activity was identified, along with a single chamber pottery kiln 

and several plot boundary ditches. It would seem that a new track way had 

been established outside the excavation area, rendering the former one 

obsolete, as the settlement cut across the path of the former track, on an 

alignment north-west to south-east.  

8.2.2 There was no evidence of large boundary ditches dating to this period within 

the excavation area, however the site was a small, narrow area and 

therefore this is not overly surprising. The ditches were narrow and shallow, 

ill-defined and often overcutting each other, suggesting a division of plots 

that were periodically redefined and re-established. However, the general 

layout of the ditches and of the post-hole structure suggests general plots 

based on a north-west to south-east alignment. 

8.2.3 There is limited evidence for structures on site, with evidence for only one 

post-built structure. The structure was around 4.5m long and 4.2m wide and 

was located to the north of the excavation area. The little structural debris 

found across site suggests that the buildings were mainly wooden with 

thatched roofs, thus leaving little archaeological evidence behind. It is 

possible that further evidence of the settlement lies beyond the excavation 
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area, to the north, south or east.  

8.2.4 The finds assemblage and environmental remains are consistent with an 

agricultural economy, with some local crafts occurring. The key feature from 

this phase was a Late Saxon pottery kiln, which produced a previously 

unseen pottery type, which in this report is referred to as 'Wreningham 

Ware'. The Wreningham ware pottery type was found across site; however it 

is unclear for what purpose it was used as none demonstrated any residue 

or sooting. Evidence for pottery manufacture in a rural setting is rare and this 

plus the atypical pottery type makes the pottery kiln found on site one of 

great significance. 

8.2.5 Pits show little evidence of domestic waste; however one pit [376] had 

significant amount of charred pea and barley grains, which were probably a 

key dietary component at the time.  

8.3 Early Medieval/Medieval settlement 
8.3.1 The archaeological remains of this phase were located predominantly to the 

west of the site, particularly within Area B, showing a shift in settlement. The 

majority of the activity seems to be contained within the enclosure formed by 

Ditch 62, with a couple of pits to the east of this boundary, along with some 

outfield plots and/or animal pens. A pig burial located to the east of Area A 

supports this premise.  

8.3.2 This second phase of settlement demonstrated larger, more regularly formed 

plot boundary ditches which lay on a north-north-east to south-south-west 

alignment. A second posthole structure was dated to the early period of this 

phase, along with two disused oven features. Similarly to the preceding 

phase, there seemed to be a seamless continuation from the early medieval 

into the medieval period, with evidence showing a small rural settlement was 

located within this area. However, there was a significant area of pitting 

dating to medieval period which was not present in the earlier phases, 

indicating a possible increase in waste disposal. A number of pits showed 

evidence of burnt material, likely to have been rake out deposits from the 

nearby ovens mentioned above.  
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8.4 Medieval Field Boundaries 
8.4.1 Evidence from the site suggests that occupation and settlement ceased by 

the late 14th century, after which the site returned to field and agriculture. 

During this period three large boundaries were established running on a 

north-west to south-east alignment across the excavation area. Few finds 

were recovered from these boundary ditches, further evidencing that the 

settlement was no longer in existence by the time the ditches were dug. 
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9 UPDATED PROJECT DESIGN 

9.1 Additional Specialist Research 
9.1.1 The iron objects require radiography. 

9.1.2 Specialist analysis should be done on the charred grains and wood, 

particularly from sample <45>, which could provide information on local 

agriculture and diet during the Late Saxon period 

9.1.3 Further specialist research should be particularly focussed on the pottery 

production, including looking at in greater detail the quantity of material 

produced, the manufacturing processes involved, more accurate and precise 

dating, including the use of Bayesian modelling, and the influences and 

influence the Wreningham pottery had locally and regionally, and possibly 

even internationally.   

9.2 Additional Research and Reporting 
9.2.1 Investigate the Updated Research Questions listed below, by means of 

library and Norfolk HER research, in order to realise the site’s research 

potential. 

9.2.2 Update this report with an expanded Discussion (with additional illustrations 

as necessary) based on the additional research into context/ parallels.  The 

report will then be reissued as the Final Report on the project.      

9.2.3 Disseminate the significant results of the project by publication (see 

Publication Proposal in Section 10, below).        

9.2.4 Prepare the site archive for long-term storage and deposit it with Norfolk 

Museums and Archaeology Service in order to facilitate future research. 

9.3 Updated Research Questions 

9.3.1 What forms do the farms take, what range of building-types are present and 

how far can functions be attributed to them? 

9.3.2 Are there regional or landscape variations in settlement location, density or 

type? 
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9.3.3 How far can the size and shape of fields be related to the agricultural 

regimes identified? 

9.3.4 What is the evidence for open field systems in the region in the Anglo-Saxon 

period? 

9.3.5 How did Anglo-Saxon settlement and organisation of the landscape 

influence the medieval landscape? 

9.4 Tasks for Post-Excavation Analysis and Publication 
Task Description Complete? 

1 Generate bibliography for library/ HER research   

2 Investigate Updated Research Questions:   

2a Library research  Parallels for late Saxon/early medieval rural 

settlements. 

Published reports on fieldwork in the area 

  

 

2b HER research 

(Norwich) 

Grey reports on any unpublished sites in the 

area. 

 

2 Incorporate results of additional research into PXA and reissue as 

Final Report 

  

4 Write publication report (see Section 10)  

5 Cutting down, reordering and changing emphasis of existing text 

into publication format + writing expanded discussion of the 

significant elements.   

 

6 Re-working of Assessment Report figures for publication 

New figures x c. 1-2 

 

7 Liaise with Norfolk Archaeology regarding publication  

8 Prepare and deposit site archive with Norfolk Museums and 

Archaeology Service 

 

Table 8: Tasks for post-excavation analysis and publication 

9.5 Timetable 
9.5.1 All additional specialist work will be commissioned within 3 months of 

acceptance of this report. 

9.5.2 A publication-ready text and figures will be submitted to Medieval 
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Archaeology within 2 years of completion of fieldwork. 
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10 PUBLICATION PROPOSAL 

10.1 General 
10.1.1 It is proposed to publish the results of the project as a short article in the 

archaeology journal, Medieval Archaeology, with a working title of ‘Late 

Saxon pottery production in rural Norfolk ’.     

10.2 Estimated Report Statistics 

Estimated Word Count 

10.2.1 Approximately 3000-4000 words. 

Figures (see Table 3)  

10.2.2 Figures will use colour. 

Figure No. Title Content 

1 Site Location Showing location in region, county, and 

detailed plan showing position of 

current site and excavation area  

2 Phase Plan Plan of the phases of archaeological 

remains, based on Assessment Report 

figures. 

 

Each period to be represented by a 

colour, with a key.  Labelling will be 

kept to a minimum so that the figure 

does not become cluttered at this scale. 

3 Plan and section of kiln Detailed plan and section of kiln, 

showing particularly the structure and 

deposits within the kiln.  

4 Cartographic Evidence Relevant Historic Maps 

Table 9: Proposed publication figures 

10.3 Report Structure and Headings (approximate word count) 

Abstract (200 words) 

10.3.1 Non-technical summary of the background to the project, the principal 

results, the content of the article, and the significance of the findings.    

Introduction and Background (800 words)  
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10.3.2 Site location, geology & topography, the previous phases of survey and trial 

trenching, the known archaeology of the Wreningham area and details of 

previous archaeological work, reason for current fieldwork, fieldwork 

methodology, where to access ‘grey’ report and site archive.    

'Late Saxon pottery production in rural Norfolk ’ 

 (1000 words)   

10.3.3 Brief physical description on the phases of settlement at Wreningham.  The 

description will focus on the overall layout and alignments, supported by a 

plan, rather than the specifics of each ditch, pit and posthole.  Discussion of 

the dating evidence (predominantly pottery) and its limitations. Relationship 

of the track way and settlement with topography and the main natural 

landscape features, discussion of any links to recorded cropmarks or other 

known sites in the area.  Discussion of any evidence for contemporary 

agricultural activity, economy or diet at the time from environmental soil 

samples or animal bone.  Discussion of development of the settlement and 

boundary system over time.  Contextualisation against the growing body of 

excavated evidence for Late Saxon and medieval rural settlements in Suffolk 

and Norfolk.  

The Kiln (up to 2000 words) 

10.3.4 The focus of the article will be on the kiln and associated pottery. A physical 

description of the pottery kiln, with a discussion of the associated finds, 

environmental and dating evidence (including potentially Bayesian 

Modelling) and a direct comparison of the pottery with local Ipswich 'type' 

wares, the Middle Saxon/Late Saxon Transitional ware from Tasburgh, and 

Ipswich and Thetford 'type' wares from Norwich.  Comparison with similar 

features found at adjacent sites and those further afield, and 

contextualization of the industry against what we know about East Anglia, 

including Lincolnshire, and further afield particularly within the pottery 

traditions of northern Europe, during the Late Saxon period.  

10.3.5 Conclusions (200 words) 

10.3.6 Summary of the principal results of the project, their context and 
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significance.   
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	ABSTRACT
	This report describes the results of archaeological excavation carried out by Pre-Construct Archaeology on land north of Church Road, Wreningham, Norfolk, NR16 1BA (centred on NGR TM 16083 98828) between 8PthP February and 18PthP March 2016.  The arch...
	The excavation identified several phases of rural settlement and agriculture.  The earliest of these was a trackway running east to west across the central part of the site. Finds dated the track way to the Late Saxon period; though it is likely the t...

	1 introduction
	1.1 An archaeological excavation was undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (PCA) on land north of Church Road, Wreningham, Norfolk, NR16 1BA (centred on Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference (NGR) TM 16083 98828) between 8PthP February and 18t...
	1.2 The site is located around 7.4 miles southwest of Norwich City centre, and is on the northern outskirts of Wreningham village. The site is bounded to the south by Church Road and to the east and west by residential properties.
	1.3 The archaeological work was commissioned by Lanpro Services on behalf of FW Properties, in response to an archaeological planning condition attached to the construction of 10 new homes with associated access roads, services and landscaping (Planni...
	1.4 A trial trench evaluation of the site, carried out by Archaeology South East (ASE) in April 2015, revealed a number of linear features as well as numerous pits and postholes, dating to the late Saxon and early medieval period, suggesting settlemen...
	1.5 The excavation was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) prepared by Paul Gajos (Gajos 2015) in response to a condition attached to planning permission for the residential development of site.  This advice states t...
	1. No development shall take place within the area indicated [the whole site] until a Written Scheme of Investigation for a programme of archaeological works has been submitted to and approved by the local planning authority in writing. The scheme of ...
	a. The programme and methodology of site investigation and recording
	b. The programme for post-investigation assessment of recovered material
	c. Provision to be made for analysis of the site investigation and recording
	d. Provision to be made for publication and dissemination of the analysis and records of the site investigation
	e. Provision to be made for archive deposition of the analysis and records of the site investigation
	f. Nomination of a competent person or persons/ organisation to undertake the works set out within the Written Scheme of Investigation
	2. No demolition/development shall take place other than in accordance with the Written Scheme of Investigation approved under part (1).
	3. The development shall not be occupied until the site investigation and post investigation has been completed in accordance with the programme set out in the Written Scheme of Investigation approved under part (1) and the provision be made for analy...

	1.6 The main aims of the excavation were to 'preserve by record' any archaeological remains present in those areas of the site which would be affected by groundworks associated with the new development, to establish the spatial extent of the archaeolo...
	1.7 This Post-Excavation Assessment (PXA) describes the results of the excavation and their significance, presents questions and methods for further analysis and research during the post-excavation phase of the project, and provides a proposal for dis...

	2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY
	2.1 The geology of the site is Lewes Nodular Chalk Formation, Newhaven Chalk Formation and Culver Chalk Formation, overlain by superficial deposits of Lowestoft Formation diamicton (British Geological Survey 2016).
	2.2 The Lowestoft Formation diamicton (111) was present in the excavation area at depths between c. 0.46m and 0.48m below present ground level. The natural geology was overlain by a mid-greyish brown silty clay topsoil (110).
	2.3 The site is on relatively level ground to the north of Church Road (Figure 2). The surface of the natural geology was recorded at elevations ranging from 45.64m OD in the north-east of the site to 44.40m OD in the west, a fall of just over 1m.
	2.4 The site has an overall area of approximately 0.65ha.  At the time of the excavation, the site was farmland. Land to the north of the site remains undeveloped in character, while residential properties are present to the east and west and Church R...

	3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND
	3.1 The site lies in an area of known archaeological significance, as recorded in the Norfolk Historic Environment Record (NHER). The site is located in an area of archaeological interest which has revealed evidence for land-use and settlement from th...
	3.2 Recent archaeological investigations at the eastern end of Church Road revealed the remains of a large Roman oven along with a Roman and medieval pit (NHER 605). A limited number of finds including Roman pottery and coins were found within the sit...
	3.3 Further Roman evidence has been found to the south of the site in the form of an isolated dupondis coin Emperor Claudius I, which was minted between AD 41 and AD 54 (NHER 9961).
	3.4 The village of Wreningham is recorded in the Domesday Book, and is noted as having 27.5 households and being held by Vagn. The modern parish of Wreningham is comprised of the three medieval parishes of Little Wreningham, Great Wreningham and Nelonde.
	3.5 All Saints' Church (NHER 9996) lies immediately to the east of the site, adjacent and to the north of the Church Road. It was originally associated with the parish of Great Wreningham, yet became the main parish church when the medieval parishes w...
	3.6 Medieval remains are found in the area surrounding the site, with a possible medieval enclosure (NHER 9991) approximately 1km to the north, and a destroyed medieval moated enclosure (NHER 9952) approximately 1.5km to the west. Further earthworks o...
	3.7 A number of post medieval listed buildings are located within the immediate environs of the site area, the earliest of which is Willy's Croft (NHER 36180), a partially timber framed, thatched property which dates to the 17th century and lies to th...
	3.8 Undated earthworks can be found approximately 300m south of the site in the form of a series earthworks comprising of curving banks situated alongside a former stream course and possible field boundaries (NHER 49137).
	3.9 Stray finds in the area include two Neolithic polished stone axeheads to the north of the site area (NHER 9958, 9959), and a medieval lead circular seal matrix to its west (NHER 21168).
	3.10 The site was subject to a trial trench evaluation, carried out by Archaeology South East (ASE) in April 2015 (Forshaw 2015).  A total of three linear trial trenches (totalling 90m) were excavated, revealing ditches and gullies, in addition to a s...
	3.11 Trench 1 revealed a series of regularly-spaced roughly north to south aligned ditches, usually with a gap of c. 3m between each ditch, and containing material dating from the 11th century. It is possible that they represented field or plot bounda...
	3.12 Rubbish pits found in the western end of Trench 2 were of similar date to the features in Trench 1, with pottery evidence indicating a 10th century date. The largest pit contained highly decorated Grimston Ware in its upper fill, suggesting that ...
	3.13 Two ditches, containing material of late Anglo-Saxon date, were found running east-west across Trench 3. It is possible that these formed rear boundaries of settlement plots located alongside Church Road. Between the ditches were five pits of var...
	3.14 Only small quantities of finds were present in the features identified during the evaluation (Cass 2013, 43-50).  The pottery assemblage comprised 321 sherds and mainly consisted of late Anglo-Saxon, Saxo-Norman or medieval date, although Iron Ag...
	3.15 Overall, the evaluation indicated the likely presence on the site of late Anglo-Saxon and early medieval occupation and settlement. The site thus had potential to contribute to our knowledge of the village of Wreningham’s development.

	4 METHODOLOGY
	4.1 General (Figure 3)
	4.1.1 The excavation area was split into two areas; Area A and Area B, which totalled c. 0.65ha. Area A occupied the eastern half of the field.  It was roughly rectangular in plan, widening to the east.  It encompassed the main areas of Anglo-Saxon oc...

	4.2 Excavation Methodology
	4.2.1 Ground reduction during the excavation was carried out under archaeological supervision using a 21-ton 360  tracked mechanical excavator fitted with a 2m-wide toothless ditching bucket.  Topsoil deposits were removed in spits down to the level o...
	4.2.2 Exposed surfaces were cleaned by trowel and sand-hoe as appropriate and all further excavation was undertaken manually using hand tools.

	4.3 Recording and Finds Recovery
	4.3.1 The limits of excavations, heights above Ordnance Datum (m OD) and the locations of archaeological features and interventions were recorded using a Leica 1200 GPS rover unit with RTK differential correction, giving three-dimensional accuracy of ...
	4.3.2 Deposits or the removal of deposits judged by the excavating archaeologist to constitute individual events were each assigned a unique record number (often referred to within British archaeology as ‘context numbers’) and recorded on pre-printed ...
	4.3.3 Metal-detecting was carried out during the topsoil stripping and throughout the excavation process. Archaeological features and spoil heaps were scanned by metal-detector periodically.
	4.3.4 High-resolution digital photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits, and were used to keep a record of the excavation process.  In addition, monochrome photographs were taken of significant features.

	4.4 Sampling Strategy
	4.4.1 A running section of the kiln was drawn along the axis of the firing chamber and the stokehole, photographed and recorded at an appropriate scale (either 1:10 or 1:20), before being 100% excavated (Figure 10). The stoke hole and firing chamber w...
	4.4.2 Discrete features were 50% excavated, photographed and recorded by a section scaled drawing at an appropriate scale (either 1:10 or 1:20) (Figure 11).
	4.4.3 Linear features were 10% excavated, photographed and recorded by a section scaled drawing at an appropriate scale (either 1:10 or 1:20) (Figure 11). Investigations of ditches concentrated on areas away from junctions or intersections in order to...

	4.5 Environmental Sampling
	4.5.1 A total of 47 bulk samples (normally 20-40 litres in volume unless insufficient material was available due to the size of the feature) were taken to extract and identify micro- and macro-botanical remains.  The aim of this sampling was to invest...
	4.5.2 Four samples for radiocarbon dating were taken from the kiln. These samples were excavated and removed from deposits by trowel and immediately wrapped in aluminium foil in order to avoid contact with any organic material which might contaminate ...


	5 Quantification of archive
	5.1 Paper Archive
	5.2 Digital Archive
	5.3 Physical Archive

	6 Archaeological Sequence
	6.1 Overview (Figure 3)
	6.1.1 The excavation revealed predominantly settlement expansion, movement and retraction. The context data will be ordered as follows; Period / Location / Group 'name' cut numbers / context numbers. Group 'name' (i.e. Track way) is the umbrella term ...
	6.1.2 Based on their stratigraphy, spatial associations and available finds evidence, the features revealed on the site can be assigned to the following five phases:
	1) Late Saxon (9th-10th Century)
	2) Late Saxon to Early Medieval (9th-11th Century)
	3) Early Medieval to Medieval (11th-14th Century)
	4) Medieval (14th-15th Century)
	5) Post medieval (AD 1540-1900)
	6.1.3 Late Saxon activity is initially shown on site through a series of parallel ditches that form a track way. A series of postholes recorded along the ditches suggest the route was once lined with posts and possibly later used as part of a boundary...
	6.1.4 Late Saxon to Early Medieval (9th-11th Century) activity is evidenced by a series of ditches, postholes and pits, which show significant settlement activity on a north-west to south-east alignment. A single posthole structure was recorded, datin...
	6.1.5 During the early medieval (11th-12th Century), the settlement moved eastwards, and the ditches recorded suggest a more formal layout, with a north-north-east to south-south west alignment. A large boundary ditch was dug on a north-south alignmen...
	6.1.6 Settlement occupation on the site ceased during the 14th century, and the land reverted back to agricultural use. Three new boundary lines in the form of substantial ditches were established during the medieval period and were maintained and re-...
	6.1.7 There was little evidence for post-medieval activity on site (AD 1540-1900) beyond the re-use of a large early medieval pit as a rubbish pit [210] in the far north-west corner of site, a small pit cutting the top fill of DITCH 67 in Area B and a...
	6.1.8 It is likely that many of the features were deeper during antiquity, and through heavy truncation by modern activity it is likely that a number of shallower, smaller features have been lost.

	6.2 Undated Natural Feature [446]
	6.2.1 Tree Throw [446] was oval in plan, measuring 0.8m long, 0.5m wide and 0.1m deep.  It had moderate sides and an irregular base and had a single fill of mid-greyish brown silty sandy clay (447). No finds were present.

	6.3 Late Saxon (9th-10th Century) (Figure 4)
	6.3.1 The activity of this period was defined by a series of parallel ditches, on a north-west to south-east alignment, forming a track way which seems to lead to the nearby All Saints Church, which is located to the east of site. Dating from the ditc...
	TRACKWAY
	DITCHES 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7
	DITCH 1 (Slots [647], [661], [657])

	6.3.2 DITCH 1 was located in Area A and was aligned east-south-east to west-north-west, extending for 38m and continuing beyond the limit of the excavation to the east.  It was narrower and shallower where it terminated to the west-north-west, measuri...
	DITCH 2 (Slot [500])

	6.3.3 DITCH 2 was aligned parallel to DITCH 1, extending east-south-east to west-north-west for 45m and extending beyond the limit of excavation to the east. DITCH 2 was less substantial than the outer boundary (DITCH 1), measuring around 0.50m wide b...
	DITCH 3 (Slots [680], [410], [357], [335])

	6.3.4 DITCH 3 was aligned west-north-west to east-south-east, parallel to DITCHES 1 and 2.  It extended from east to west for 77m, continuing beyond the limit of excavation to the east. To the east of the ditch it was cut by DITCHES 34, 12 and 20, fro...
	DITCH 4 (Slots [232], [525])

	6.3.5 DITCH 4 extended from south-east to north-west for 33m, crossing from Area A into Area B and extending beyond the northern limit of excavation. In Area B the ditch was cut by DITCHES 67 and 68. It was shallow, measuring 0.20m wide and 0.09-0.10m...
	DITCH 5 (Slot [639])

	6.3.6 DITCH 5 was a short (8.5m long) ditch, cut by DITCH 69 to the east on a west-north-west to east-south-east alignment, parallel to DITCH 4. It was a small ditch, only 0.32m wide and 0.10m deep at its terminus to the east-north-east end, with a ro...
	DITCH 6 (Slots [633], [574])

	6.3.7 DITCH 6 was a short (9m long) ditch, on an east-south-east to west-north-west alignment, parallel with DITCH 4 and 0.6m northwest of DITCH 5 and cut by posthole [576]. It had a moderately-sloping rounded profile and was 0.40-0.76m wide and 0.12-...
	DITCH 7 (Slots [631], [885])

	6.3.8 DITCH 7 was aligned east-south-east to west-north-west, parallel to DITCH 4 and 0.7m south of DITCH 5. It extended south-eastwards from the limit of excavation for 42m. DITCH 7 was 0.66m wide and 0.15-0.20m deep, becoming shallower towards its t...

	POSTHOLES [337], [341], [343], [345], [347], [349], [378], [421]
	6.3.9 Posthole [337] was circular in plan, measuring 0.46m wide and 0.2m deep. It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of dark grey silty clay (336), which contained two sherds (22g) of Late Saxon pottery and 5.5g of burnt clay and da...
	6.3.10 Posthole [341] was circular in plan, measuring 0.44m wide and 0.04m deep. It had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark grey silty clay (340). No finds were present.
	6.3.11 Posthole [343] was circular in plan, measuring 0.25m wide and 0.05m deep. It had moderate sides and a flat base and had a single fill of dark grey silty clay (342). No finds were present.
	6.3.12 Posthole [345] was circular in plan, measuring 0.42m wide and 0.2m deep. It had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark grey silty clay (344), which contained one sherd (4g) of Thetford ware pottery.
	6.3.13 Posthole [347] was circular in plan, measuring 0.33m wide and 0.25m deep. It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of light grey silty clay (346), which contained two sherds (8g) of Thetford ware and one sherd (6g) of Wrening...
	6.3.14 Posthole [349] was circular in plan, measuring 0.35m wide and 0.26m deep. It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of light grey silty clay (348). No finds were present. It was truncated by DITCH 30.
	6.3.15 Posthole [378] was circular in plan, measuring 0.33m wide and 0.08m deep. It had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-grey silty clay (377). No finds were present.
	6.3.16 Posthole [421] was circular in plan, measuring 0.3m wide and 0.1m deep. It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-brown clayey silt (420). No finds were present.

	6.4 Late Saxon to Early Medieval Settlement (9th-11th Century) (Figure 5)
	6.4.1 This phase is typified by settlement archaeology, in the form of plot boundary ditches, postholes, pits and a posthole structure. The survival of many of the ditches was patchy and therefore the full extent of any plots and structures was unclea...
	6.4.2 This phase of settlement was represented by informal, shallow ditches and postholes which shifted alignments and cut across each other throughout the period. The settlement continued seamlessly from Late Saxon into the early medieval period, how...
	6.4.3 Very little dating was recovered from many of the ditches and postholes, where features did not contain any dating material; they were phased through comparable alignments, fills and from their location on the site.
	NATURAL SILTING

	6.4.4 A buried soil of mottled reddish grey silty clay (819) was located immediately south of DITCH 63. The deposit was likely to be a silting up of a natural hollow.
	LATE SAXON DITCHES
	DITCHES 70, 34, 12, 13, 31, 32, 33, 22, 21, 20, 19, 14, 25, 39, 27, 43, 28, 16, 44, 29, 30, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 17, 9, 8, 55

	6.4.5 There were 31 ditches dating to the Late Saxon period; these ditches tended to be short, narrow and shallow, with an informal overall plan to them. The ditches were Late Saxon plot boundaries, though it is possible that some were structural in n...
	DITCH 70 (Slot [279])

	6.4.6 DITCH 70 was located in the north-eastern part of Area A, on a north-east to south-west alignment and cut by pits [119] and [210]. Only a small part of the ditchsurvived due to the heavy truncation by the above pits to the south-west and by the ...
	DITCH 34 (Slot [102])

	6.4.7 DITCH 34 was on a north-east to south-west alignment and extended over a length of 7m. The north-east terminus of DITCH 33 cut the east end of DITCH 3, just before it continued into the limit of excavation, whilst the south-west terminus of DITC...
	DITCH 12 (Slot [649])

	6.4.8 DITCH 12 was linear in plan and aligned north-north-west to south-south-east, cutting the line of DITCH 3. It was narrow and shallow (0.42m x 0.08m) with a gently-sloping rounded profile and was cut centrally by DITCHES 34 and 13.  Two sherds (4...
	DITCH 13 (Slot [603])

	6.4.9 DITCH 13 was largely orientated east-north-east to west-south-west, turning a right angle at the western end and running 1m north before being cut and terminating by DITCH 35. The east-north-east terminus of DITCH 13 cut the central part of DITC...
	DITCH 31 (Slot [679])

	6.4.10 DITCH 31 was a short ditch (2.5m long) on a north-west to south-east alignment with a width of 0.76m and a depth of 0.21m. The ditch had steeply sloping sides and a concave base. No finds were present in the mid greyish brown sandy clay fill (6...
	DITCH 32 (Slots [189], [187])

	6.4.11 DITCH 32 was a short ditch (4m long) on a west-south-west to east-north-east alignment with a width of 0.22-0.30m and a depth of 0.05m. The ditch termini were ambiguous and were more likely to be a result of truncation by modern farming. The di...
	DITCH 33 (Slot [699])

	6.4.12 DITCH 33 was on a north-west to south-east alignment and extended over a length of 4m. The ditch was 0.58m wide and 0.19m deep with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. DITCH 33 contained a light brownish grey silty clay fill (698), which con...
	DITCH 22 (Slot [708])

	6.4.13 Ditch 22 was aligned east to west, roughly parallel to DITCHES 1 and 2. It was a short ditch (3m long) and was 0.36m wide and 0.26m deep.  The fill consisted of light yellowish grey silty clay (709). No finds were present.
	DITCH 21 (Slots [686], [688])

	6.4.14 DITCH 21 was aligned west-north-west to east-south-east.  To the north-west, it cut DITCH 2, and then terminated; to the north-east it ended in a terminus after 8m.  DITCH 21 was 0.58-0.70m wide and 0.18-0.20m deep; its profile was steep-sided ...
	DITCH 20 (Slots [667], [682])

	6.4.15 DITCH 20 was cut into DITCH 3 and was aligned parallel to it.  It was a short ditch (6m long) and extended from west-north-west to east-south-east. DITCH 20 was 0.42-0.56m wide and 0.15-0.28m deep, with a v-shaped profile. The fill consisted of...
	DITCH 19 (Slots [203], [732]) (Plate 10)

	6.4.16 DITCH 19 was aligned west-north-west to east-south-east turning at a right angle at the east-south-east end and extending north-north-east for 1m. The ditch is cut by DITCHES 35, 37, 23, 24, pits [718] and [716] and postholes [711] and [730].  ...
	DITCH 14 (Slots [169], [215])

	6.4.17 DITCH 14 extended north-westwards for 1.2m from pit [133], before turning northwards and extending 4m north. The ditch is cut by DITCHES 19 and 35 to the north and by DITCH 36 along its south-western edge to the south. It was narrow and shallow...
	DITCH 25 (Slot [445])

	6.4.18 DITCH 25 was aligned north-north-east to south-south-west, perpendicular to DITCH 19, and was cut by DITCH 39.  It was 4m long, with a rounded terminus to the north-east and extending beyond the southern limit of excavation. It was a shallow di...
	DITCH 39 (Slot [439])

	6.4.19 DITCH 39 was on a north-east to south-west alignment, with a terminus to the north-east; the south-west end of the ditch extended beyond the southern limit of excavation and cut DITCH 25. The ditch was narrow and shallow and had a width of 0.42...
	DITCH 27 (Slot [562])

	6.4.20 DITCH 27 was aligned east to west, roughly parallel to DITCH 19.  It was 3m long, with rounded termini at both the east and west ends of the ditch. It was a shallow ditch at 0.45m wide and 0.16m deep, with a u-shaped profile. No finds were pres...
	DITCH 43 (Slot [414])

	6.4.21 DITCH 43 extended from DITCH 62 on a north-west to south-east alignment for 12m on a meandering alignment, cutting across DITCH 3 to the south-east and cut by pit [412] near to the centre.  It was a shallow feature, 0.53m in width and 0.16m dee...
	DITCH 28 ([Slot 388])

	6.4.22 DITCH 28 was aligned east to west and was 4m long, with rounded termini at both the east and west ends of the ditch. It was a shallow ditch at 0.20m wide and 0.08m deep, with a rounded profile. Burnt clay (23.5g) was present in the mid grey cla...
	DITCH 16 (Slot [519])

	6.4.23 DITCH 16 was linear in plan, 12m in length and orientated south-west to north-east; cut through the central part by DITCHES 62-64.  It was narrow and shallow with a gradually-sloping, rounded profile and measured 0.30m wide and 0.04m deep.  No ...
	DITCH 44 (Slots [363], [361])

	6.4.24 DITCH 44 was a curvilinear ditch with a terminus to the east and to the south; it was 7m in length with a width of 0.50-0.59m and a depth of 0.17-0.21m. The ditch had moderately sloping, slightly concave sides and a concave base and contained a...
	DITCH 29 (Slot 359])

	6.4.25 DITCH 29 was aligned east to west, roughly parallel to DITCH 3 and cut by posthole [365] at the east end of the ditch.  It was 3m long, with rounded termini at both the east and west ends of the ditch. It was a shallow ditch at 0.45m wide and 0...
	DITCH 30 (Slot [351])

	6.4.26 DITCH 30 was aligned east to west, roughly parallel to DITCH 3 and cut by posthole [349] at the west end of the ditch.  It was 7m long, with rounded termini at both the east and west ends of the ditch. It was a shallow ditch at 0.35m wide and 0...
	DITCH 45 (Slot [353])

	6.4.27 DITCH 45 was a slightly curvilinear ditch with a terminus to the south-west and to the north; it was 6m in length with a width of 0.47m and a depth of 0.14m. The ditch had moderately sloping with a concave base and contained a fill of dark grey...
	DITCH 46 (Slots [355], [384])

	6.4.28 DITCH 46 was on a north to south alignment, with a terminus to the south; the north end of the ditch extended beyond the northern limit of excavation. The ditch was cut by pit [381] to the north end of the ditch, whilst it was also cut by DITCH...
	DITCH 47 (Slot [422])

	6.4.29 DITCH 47 was a very short ditch (2m long) on a north to south alignment, which was likely to be heavily truncated due to its lack of length. The ditch had a width of 0.50m, a depth of 0.12m and a u-shaped profile containing a fill of mid-greyis...
	DITCH 48 (Slot [234])

	6.4.30 DITCH 48 was on a north-west to south-east alignment, with a rounded terminus to the south-east; the north end of the ditch extended beyond the northern limit of excavation. The ditch was narrow and shallow; it had a width of 0.23m and a depth ...
	DITCH 49 (Slot [257])

	6.4.31 DITCH 49 was a very short ditch (2m long), slightly curvilinear and on a north-west to south-east alignment, which was likely to be heavily truncated due to its lack of length and was probably a continuation of DITCH 50. The ditch had a width o...
	DITCH 50 (Slot [259])

	6.4.32 DITCH 50 was a very short ditch (2m long) and on a north to south alignment, which was likely to be heavily truncated due to its lack of length and was probably a continuation of DITCH 49. The ditch had a width of 0.40m, a depth of 0.09m and a ...
	DITCH 17 (Slot [333])

	6.4.33 DITCH 17 was linear in plan and aligned north-east to south-west.  To the south-west it continued beyond the limit of excavation, and its northern edge was cut by DITCH 51.  To the north-east, it ended in a terminus.  It had a rounded profile a...
	DITCH 8 (Slot [758])

	6.4.34 DITCH 8 was a short ditch (6.6m long) aligned south-east to north-west, and roughly parallel to DITCH 7. It was 0.49m wide and 0.10m deep, with steeply sloping rounded sides and a concave base. Two sherds (50g) of Late Saxon pottery were recove...
	DITCH 55 (Slot 526])

	6.4.35 DITCH 55 was on a north to south alignment with a rounded terminus to the north and extending south beyond the southern limit of excavation; it was over 2m in length with a width of 0.28m and a depth of 0.12m. The ditch had a rounded profile an...
	EARLY MEDIEVAL DITCHES
	DITCHES 18, 35, 23, 38, 24, 26, 40, 41, 42, 15, 51

	6.4.36 There were 11 ditches dating to the early medieval period within this phase. Like the Late Saxon ditches, they were short, narrow and shallow and believed to be plot boundaries belonging to this phase of settlement. Dating of the ditches result...
	DITCH 18 (Slot [192])

	6.4.37 DITCH 18 was aligned north-east to south-west, perpendicular to DITCH 35, which it was cut by. It was 4m long, with a rounded terminus to the north-east and extending beyond the southern limit of excavation. It was 0.60m wide and 0.30m deep, wi...
	DITCH 35 (Slots [190], [196])

	6.4.38 DITCH 35 was aligned north-west to south-east, extending for 19m before turning at a right angle at the north-west end and extending south-west for 4m. The ditch was cut by pit [120] towards the south-east just before it continued into the east...
	DITCH 23 (Slot [734])

	6.4.39 DITCH 23 was aligned east to west and cut the central part of DITCH 19, before being cut in turn by DITCHES 60 and 37, to the east. There was a terminus to the west, however the east end of the ditch is obscured by the crisscrossing of DITCHES ...
	DITCH 38 (Slot [437])

	6.4.40 DITCH 38 was on a north-west to south-east alignment, with a terminus to the north-west; the south-east end of the ditch extended beyond the southern limit of excavation. The ditch was narrow and shallow and had a width of 0.35m, a depth of 0.0...
	DITCH 24 (Slot [713]) (Plate 10)

	6.4.41 DITCH 24 was aligned east to west and cut DITCH 19 towards the west end of the ditch, as well as pits [718] and [716]. The ditch is short (3m long) and is 0.50m wide and 0.25m deep, with eight sherds (31g) of early medieval pottery, animal bone...
	DITCH 26 (Slot [491])

	6.4.42 DITCH 26 was aligned north-north-east to south-south-west, perpendicular to DITCH 19, and parallel to DITCH 25. It was 2m long, with a rounded terminus to the north-east and extending beyond the southern limit of excavation. It was a shallow di...
	DITCH 40 (Slot [560])

	6.4.43 DITCH 40 was aligned north-east to south-west, parallel to DITCH 26. It was 6m long, with a rounded terminus to the north-east and extending beyond the southern limit of excavation. It was a shallow ditch at 0.4m wide and 0.2m deep, with a u-sh...
	DITCH 41 (Slot [508])

	6.4.44 DITCH 41 was a short ditch (6m long) on a north-west to south-east alignment, with a terminus at either end of the ditch cut by pits [502] and [570], respectively. The ditch had a width of 0.65m, a depth of 0.16m and a rounded profile containin...
	DITCH 42 (Slot [479])

	6.4.45 DITCH 42 was a short ditch (6m long) on a north-east to south-west alignment, which cut the east end of DITCH 15. The ditch had a width of 0.50m, a depth of 0.20m and a u-shaped profile containing a fill of mid-greyish brown sandy silty clay (4...
	DITCH 15 (Slot [433])

	6.4.46 DITCH 15 was linear in plan and orientated east-north-east to west-south-west. The ditch was 8m long and cut by DITCHES 62 and 42 at the west and east ends of the ditch respectively. The ditch did not seem to extend beyond either of these trunc...
	DITCH 51 (Slot [275])

	6.4.47 DITCH 51 was a slightly curvilinear ditch on a north-east to south-west alignment with a rounded terminus to the north-east and extending south-east beyond the western limit of excavation; it was over 6m in length with a width of 0.46m and a de...
	STRUCTURES

	6.4.48 Structural remains based on comparable alignments, dimensions and proximity.
	LATE SAXON STRUCTURE 1 (Postholes [218], [221], [223], [225], [28], [230], [236], [238], [261], [263] [267], [271]

	6.4.49 The structure was located in the north-west corner of Area A, on a north-west to south-east alignment. The north-eastern side of the structure was defined by postholes [218], [221], 223], 225], [230], and [236], whilst postholes [261], [263], [...
	MISCELLANEOUS STRUCTURAL FEATURES
	LATE SAXON

	6.4.50 A number of structural features were present across the excavation that was not directly associated with any identifiable structures or boundary lines. Features of this type are assigned below. The dating of these features resulted from pottery...
	6.4.51 Posthole [796] was circular in plan, measuring 0.26m wide and 0.21m deep. It had steep sides, a concave base and had a single fill of mid-greyish brown sandy clayey silt with frequent charcoal inclusions (795). No finds were present.
	6.4.52 Posthole [104] was oval in plan, measuring 0.3m long, 0.29m wide and 0.25m deep.  It had vertical sides and a rounded base and had a single fill of mid greyish-brown silty sand (105), which contained one sherd of Wreningham ware (32g) pottery.
	6.4.53 Posthole [669] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.60m in length, 0.36m wide and 0.10m deep. It had a rounded profile and had a single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay (668). No finds were present.
	6.4.54 Posthole [677] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.40m in length, 0.33m wide and 0.15m deep. It had a rounded profile and had a single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay (678). One sherd of Wreningham ware pottery (4g) was recovered from ...
	6.4.55 Posthole [703] was circular in plan, measuring 0.40m wide and 0.06m deep. It had a rounded profile and had a single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay (702). No finds were present.
	6.4.56 Posthole [695] was circular in plan, measuring 0.40m wide and 0.11m deep. It had a rounded profile and had a single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay (694). No finds were present.
	6.4.57 Posthole [697] was circular in plan, measuring 0.60m wide and 0.06m deep. It had a rounded profile and had a single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay (696). No finds were present.
	6.4.58 Posthole [198] was circular in plan, measuring 0.67m wide and 0.35m deep. It had steep sides and an uneven base and had a single fill of mid-brownish grey silty sand (199), which contained 24 sherds (204g) of Late Saxon pottery, including seven...
	6.4.59 Posthole [706] was circular in plan, measuring 0.30m wide and 0.15m deep. It had steep sides, a concave base and had a single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay (707), from which one sherd of Wreningham ware pottery (3g) was recovered.
	6.4.60 The following postholes [429], [468], [466], [470], 427] were located in a rough line within Area A, and possibly once formed a plot boundary.
	6.4.61 Posthole [429] was circular in plan, measuring 0.54m wide and 0.36m deep. It had vertical sides and a flat base and had a single fill of dark greyish black silty clay (428), which contained one sherd (6g) of Wreningham Ware pottery.
	6.4.62 Posthole [468] was circular in plan, measuring 0.3+m wide and 0.36m deep. It had vertical sides and a flat base and had a single fill of mid-grey silty clay (467), which contained one sherd (3g) of Thetford Ware pottery.
	6.4.63 Posthole [466] was circular in plan, measuring 0.24m wide and 0.35m deep. It had vertical sides and a flat base and had a single fill of mid-grey silty clay (465). No finds were present.
	6.4.64 Posthole [470] was circular in plan, measuring 0.36m wide and 0.34m deep. It had vertical sides and a flat base and had a single fill of mid-grey silty clay (469). No finds were present.
	6.4.65 Posthole [427] was circular in plan, measuring 0.36m wide and 0.22m deep. It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of greyish-brown silty clay (426), which contained one sherd (18g) of Wreningham Ware pottery.
	6.4.66 Posthole [365] was circular in plan, measuring 0.27m wide and 0.27m deep. It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of light grey silty clay (364), which contained a sherd of Wreningham Ware pottery.
	6.4.67 Posthole [374] was circular in plan, measuring 0.25m wide and 0.15m deep. It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-grey silty clay (373), which contained a sherd (10g) of Wreningham Ware pottery.
	6.4.68 Posthole [273] was circular in plan, measuring 0.67m wide and 0.17m deep. It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark greyish-black and mottled yellow brown silty clay (272). No finds were present.
	6.4.69 Posthole [601] was circular in plan, measuring 0.40m wide and 0.17m deep. It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of greyish brown silty clay (602), which contained one sherd of Thetford Ware pottery (4g).
	6.4.70 Posthole [820] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.50m long, 0.40m wide and 0.22m deep. It had steep sides, a concave base and had a single fill of greyish brown sandy clayey silt (821), which contained two sherds of Thetford Ware pottery (4g...
	EARLY MEDIEVAL

	6.4.71 Posthole [176] was circular in plan, measuring 0.2m wide and 0.2m deep. It had vertical sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark brown silty sand clay (177). No finds were present.
	6.4.72 Posthole [180] was oval in plan, measuring 0.4m long, 0.35m wide and 0.3m deep. It had vertical sides and a concave base and had a single fill of greyish brown silty sand clay (181). No finds were present.
	6.4.73 Posthole [172] was circular in plan, measuring 0.27m wide and 0.2m deep. It had vertical sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-greyish brown silty clay (173). No finds were present.
	6.4.74 Posthole [174] was oval in plan, measuring 0.4m long, 0.35m wide and 0.2m deep. It had vertical sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid-greyish brown silty clay (175). No finds were present.
	6.4.75 Posthole [170] was oval in plan, measuring 0.3m long, 0.16m wide and 0.08m deep. It had moderate sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark grey clayey silt (162). No finds were present.
	6.4.76 Posthole [178] was oval in plan, measuring 0.4m long, 0.38m wide and 0.2m deep. It had vertical sides and a concave base and had a single fill of dark brown silty sand clay (179). No finds were present.
	6.4.77 Posthole [651] was circular in plan, measuring 0.44m wide and 0.10m deep. It had a rounded profile and a single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay (650). No finds were present.
	6.4.78 Posthole [653] was circular in plan, measuring 0.34m wide and 0.10m deep. It had a rounded profile and a single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay (652). No finds were present.
	6.4.79 Posthole [592] was circular in plan, measuring 0.24m wide and 0.08m deep. It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of dark greyish brown silty clay (591). No finds were present.
	6.4.80 Posthole [596] was circular in plan, measuring 0.20m wide and 0.12m deep. It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of dark greyish brown silty clay (595). No finds were present.
	6.4.81 Posthole [594] was circular in plan, measuring 0.16m wide and 0.04m deep. It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of dark greyish brown silty clay (593). No finds were present.
	6.4.82 Posthole [598] was circular in plan, measuring 0.24m wide and 0.10m deep. It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of dark greyish brown silty clay (597). No finds were present.
	6.4.83 Posthole [106] was circular in plan, measuring 0.3m wide and 0.15m deep.  It had steep sides and a rounded base and had a single fill of mid grey silty sandy clay (107), which contained five sherds (80g) of Wreningham Ware pottery, 3 sherds (78...
	6.4.84 Posthole [665] was sub circular in plan, measuring 0.60m in length, 0.53m wide and 0.27m deep. It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay (664). No finds were present.
	6.4.85 Posthole [690] was circular in plan, measuring 0.30m wide and 0.30m deep. It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of greyish brown silty sandy clay (691), from which one sherd of Wreningham ware pottery (10g), animal bone an...
	6.4.86 Posthole [570] was circular in plan, measuring 0.90m wide and 0.58m deep. It had steep sides and a flat base and had a single fill of greyish brown silty clay (569) which contained one sherd of early medieval pottery (9g) and animal bone.
	6.4.87 Posthole [510] was circular in plan, measuring 0.3m wide and 0.12m deep. It had steep sides and a concave base and had a single fill of mid blackish brown silty clay (509). No finds were present.
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