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Wreningham Annual Parish Meeting

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 9 May 2017 at 6.30pm in the Margaret Preston Room, 

Wreningham Village Hall. 

Present:

Four parish councillors, County Councillor Colin Foulger, District Councillor Phil Hardy, Mick Ryder Footpath 

Warden, parish clerk and six members of the public. 

The meeting was chaired by Michael Hill. 

Apologies: Jon Moon and Hilary Gauthier. 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

County Council – Colin Foulger

As elected members are currently in a period of purdah, County Councillor Foulger simply gave some facts 

and figures about the work of the County Council this year. 7,000 pot holes were repaired in 2016. NCC are 

responsible for 6,000 miles of roads in the County. Highways recently met with the parishioners of 

Ketteringham, to discuss the proposal to close Cantley Lane, as part of the improvements to the Thickthorn 

roundabout. 40,000 tonnes of waster were recycled or composted during the last year and 4 million people

used libraries. Fire & Rescue dealt with 7,100 incidents. 87% of schools in the County are now rated as good

or outstanding. 

Parish Council – Michael Hill 

Michael provided a written report in respect of the parish council. 

Ashwren Players – Val Keel 

Val provided a written report. 

Short Mat Bowls – Sue Sayers

Sue wrote to the clerk confirming that the club is still in existence but does not have enough members to 

meet on a weekly basis. The club is still in the South Norfolk League and they meet to play matches, home 

and away. Many other clubs have similar problems attracting new members. The club is still financially 

viable and the new season will begin again in September. 

Wreningham VC Primary School – Rob Jones

Rob confirmed that 50% of the children at the school come from outside the catchment area. 21 parents 

have put Wreningham as their first choice for the September intake, with only 15 spaces available. The 

school is currently full, with 109 pupils. The library has been improved this year, thanks to a successful 

Lottery bid. The school now holds “Wren Tots” sessions, which are designed for parents to bring younger 

siblings of pupils in, to read with them. The Chairman asked if either different stops for the library van or 

working with the attendees of the Wednesday Coffee club would help with community engagement. Rob 

advised that this was a possibility, although all necessary safeguarding issues would need to be addressed. 
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Class 3 pupils have been to How Hill this year and some of the older children went on a trip to Brancaster.

The school are still tag rugby champions for small schools. There will be a Summer Fayre in July, as well as 

the school sports day. 

Driving and parking remains a concern around the school, with one particular near miss this year, which 

involved a car mounting the pavement. Rob also mentioned that the zig zag lines outside the school 

desperately need repainting. The clerk will look into both matters. First aid training for older pupils at the 

school was suggested and the clerk will pass on the contact details for the Mulbarton First Responders. It is 

hoped some staff from the school will be able to attend the defibrillator training. The school will put the 

clerk in touch with the right person to discuss the best goalposts for the playing field. 

Wednesday Coffee Club – Christine Minns

Christine provided a written report.

Wreningham All Saints Church – Christine Minns 

Christine provided a written report.

Wreningham Fuel Trust

Christine provided a written report. 

Footpath Warden – Mick Ryder

Mick advised that the reporting process to Norfolk County Council does not work very well but much more 

success has been gained by working with the Ramblers. There have been some issues this year with 

footpaths being used by horse riders, with the landowners permission. Some footpaths do not seem to 

follow the route shown on the definitive map and it is important to start to sort these issues, plus 

identifying missing footpaths, soon, as a new definitive map will be finalised in 2026. Mick hopes to talk to 

long standing residents, with a view to identifying old footpaths which are no longer accessible. 

District Council – Phil Hardy 

Cllr Hardy noted that the parish council have received some CIL money this year. Cllr Hardy also donated 

£100 from his ward member’s grant to the Wednesday Coffee Club. A further donation is due, in respect of 

the village hall broadband project. 

Closing – Michael Hill 

Michael thanked all for attending. 

Meeting closed at 7.45pm.  
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