
Wreningham Parish Council 
Minutes of the Council meeting 

Held Tuesday 9th July 2024 at 7:30pm 
in the Margaret Preston Room, Village Hall

In Attendance: Cllr M Hill (Chairman), Cllr J Lambourne, Cllr K Morris, Cllr H Glaves. 

District Councillors: I Spratt and B McClenning 

Parish Clerk: Tina Higlett

5 members of the public
 

1 Apologies for absence. B Jarvis, A Tancred and L McDaid were noted.

2 Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda and Dispensations for Councillors with a 
Pecuniary Interest. Nil.

3 Open Forum, including reports from District & County Councillors

1. Public in attendance. 
The Community Orchard located at High House Farm was discussed. Should there be a 
picking day whereby Wreningham residents could visit and pick the fruit? Also, should the 
council take ownership of The Farthings, Hethel Road, then an additional community orch-
ard could be planted with new trees? This could be added to the wish list for The Farthings 

Action: MH
Council were about funding a standpipe in Wreningham All Saints churchyard. This has been 
discussed before and at the time the quote was around £2500. Place on the agenda for the 
next meeting. Action: Clerk
2. District Councillors.

  Cllr Spratt had forwarded a report to council just prior to the meeting. (Appendix 1).
Cllr Spratt also advised that district councillors would support planning application 2024/1135 
Land off Hethel Road for the construction of 2 bungalows & 1 chalet bungalow, along with 
4.09 acres of land to be transferred to the Parish Council as Community Owned Land. 

4 Minutes of the meeting held on 12th March 2024.   These were agreed as a true record of 
proceedings.

5 Matters arising from the minutes. None.

6 Planning
1.  Planning applications for response:

2023/2685 Part demolition of a redundant outbuilding and erection of new canopy 
structure to protect historic timber frame. Location: High House Farm, Wymondham Road. 

No comments
2023/2878 Part demolition of a redundant outbuilding and erection of new canopy 
structure. to protect historic timber frame. Location: High House Farm, Wymondham 
Road. Application type: Listed Building consent. No comments.
2024/1296 Replacement of external kitchen door. Location: High House Farm,  
Wymondham Road. Application Type: Listed Building Consent. No comments.

2.  To receive a report on plans accepted/refused by South Norfolk Council.
2024/0606 App Type: Approval of Condition Details. High Common Farm, Wymondham    
Road. Proposal: Details of condition 3 of 2023/3087 - Scheme for proposed hedging. 
Decision: Approval of details – Approved (Delegated). Date of decision: 10 June 2024
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7 Administrative Issues
1.   Statutory Policy Review

i. Financial Risk Assessment. A draft policy had been circulated and was agreed.
ii. Internet & Debit card banking arrangements.  A draft policy had been circulated 

and was agreed.
iii. Wreningham Parish Council Risk Assessment. A draft policy had been circulated 

and was agreed.

8  Finance
1. To note council’s current financial standing. First quarter accounts were presented.  

Appendix 2.
2. To approve payments

i. T Higlett – July salary £220.84
ii. HMRC – Clerks taxation July £52.80
iii. K Nunn – Open Gardens £22.32
iv. Glasdon – Dog waste bin £215.40
v. Autela – Payroll Services £75.05

3. To note payments raised between meetings. 
i. K Nunn – Open Gardens expenses £203.00
ii. Community Heartbeat – Defibrillator battery £267.00
iii. HMRC – Clerks taxation June £52.60
iv. T Higlett – June salary £239.04
v. K Morris – Printing of Open Garden booklets £163.50

vi. M Hill – Batteries for Barclay ID device  £7.54
vii. Information Commissioner’s Office, Subscription £35.00

9 Village – Maintenance and Highways.
1. Routine hedge cutting by Saffron Housing on Church Road.

This affects the first three houses on Church Road. Saffron have completed the work 
and advise this will be in their twice yearly (August & March) hedging works.

2. Installation of dog waste bin on Church Road.
Norfolk County Council and South Norfolk Council have now approved the installation. 
Clerk will place order for bin from Glasdons. Expected delivery within two weeks upon 
receipt of order.

3. Chairman advised the defibrillator had been deployed over the weekend and new 
electrodes/pads have been ordered.  It was proposed that council to arrange a training 
session on the use of a defibrillator for residents. 

Action: MH 
10  Village – Projects etc.

1. Wreningham Open Gardens.
Clerk read out a report from K Nunn Organiser of the Event. Appendix 3.
Chairman passed on thanks to K Nunn for organising the event, and to all those who 
assisted, which had received great feedback from those who attended.

2. Wreningham Welcome Booklet – new revision
Cllr Morris advised this is ready to go to the printers and he will arrange delivery to 
each household. Action: KM

11   Consultations
1. National Grid Statutory Consultation for Norwich to Tilbury: Consultation extended to 
Friday 26 July 2024.
It was suggested that perhaps low lying shrubs could be planted under the pylons should 
the scheme go ahead, as a considerable amount of acreage is being lost and other 
countries already do this. 

12 Correspondence
1. Letter from Churchwarden of Wreningham All Saints.  Recognition of council backing and 

legal support.
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2. South Norfolk Council – Pride in Place Grant.  Clerk supplied as per request report and 
photos of how the grant was spent.

3. The Play Inspection Company repeat order form.  Clerk to look into cost of ROSPA play 
inspection through South Norfolk Council.

4. Healthwatch Norfolk newsletters
5. Norfolk PTS newsletters
6. HMRC overpayment of taxation.  Clerk has corresponded with Autela Payroll to confirm 

overpayment figure.
7. Mill Lane resident, extension of zig-zag line by primary school gates.  Clerk advised 

resident to make contact with NCC Highways as this does not come under Parish remit.
8. Monitoring Officer South Norfolk Council Registration of Interests Forms.  Councillors 

have re-submitted forms.
9. SBA – Notification of Exempt status from audit 2023/24.  Council duly noted.
10. South Norfolk Council – Electric Vehicle Charging Point scheme
11. Norfolk Day Photo competition – Cllr Morris has submitted Open Gardens Photo(s).

13 General Parish Issues (for information only).
1. It has been noted that the rubbish bins on the playing field are being used inappropriately. 

Also the bag has sometimes become detached from the securing ring and would help if 
persons re-secured.  Chairman will include in next Mardle editorial and look to produce a 
poster to be displayed on site. Action: MH

2. Concerns expressed about dogs roaming freely in Mill Lane. Some people and their 
dogs find them intimidating. 

14  Date of next meeting: 10th September 2024.

 Meeting closed at 20:30
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Appendix 1.

Report from Cllr Spratt

Wreningham PC Report 9th July 2024

Grants
Applications for member ward grants are still open.
The new parish partnership scheme has been launched with bids due by 6th December 2024. A full 
explanatory letter has been sent to parish council clerks.

Community Employability Grants
South Norfolk and Broadland Councils have funded 11 grants across the districts to help individuals 
support customers to overcome barriers to employment and training. The Council Help Hub can help 
residents access the relevant organisations.

Flooding on B1113 
To date we have still had no response from either County Councillor Daniel Elmer or Graham Plant, 
cabinet lead for Highways, Infrastructure and Transport. 

Flood Management
The Environment Agency has published (earlier in the year) a simple guide to flood management for 
farmers and landowners. It can be found here. www.norfolkriverstrust.org

Supplementary Planning Document - Design Code
Following adoption of the Greater Norwich Plan, work is starting on the preparation of a 
Supplementary Planning Document to be entitled the South Norfolk Design Code. This will provide a 
set of illustrated design requirements that provide parameters for the physical development of a site 
or area. The draft document is planned to be available for public consultation in April/May 2025. 
There is an online workshop for Town and Parish Councils on Tuesday 23rd July 2.30 to 4.30 
pm.

Other Supplementary Planning Documents
Three further supplementary planning documents are soon to enter the preparation phase. The Self 
and Custom Build SPD is for building outside of development boundaries and is planned for public 
consultation in February/March 2025. The Green Infrastructure SPD is planned for public 
consultation in The Self and Custom Build SPD is for public consultation in June/July 2025. In 
future, major developments will need to include a Sustainability Statement and a Sustainable 
Communities: Sustainability Statements SPD will be drafted for next year for public consultation in 
November/December 2025.

Town & Country Forum
The Council provides a monthly online update for Parish Councils. The next meeting is scheduled for 
2pm on Wednesday 7th August. An in-person event is planned for 9.30 am -12.30 pm on 
Wednesday 13th November.

Glass bottle recycling scheme 
A glass bottle recycling adopter scheme is to be introduced by South Norfolk Council. A survey is to 
sent to parish councils in the next few days to establish interest in the scheme.

‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update
As a result of the announcement of the General Election, the consultation period for National Grid’s 
proposed electricity transmission network has been extended until Friday 26 July 2024. 
The online webinars have also been rescheduled until after the election. Registration links for those 
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relevant to Norfolk follow: the webinar on Wednesday 10 July covers the proposed route of the 
pylons in North Suffolk and Norfolk; while the webinar on Thursday 18     July   is an overview session.

Full information can be found on the National Grid’s consultation website.  Finally, documents can be 
inspected at Long Stratton Library and Norwich Library.

At the Norfolk County Council Planning and Highways Committee Meeting on 10th June, the Council 
agreed to object to the Norwich-Tilbury proposal. Specifically, the Council agreed:

“1. To RAISE an objection to the current proposal in light of the recent ESO Study (March 
2024) and the alternative transmission options outlined in that study;

2. To ASK National Grid to “pause” their current proposal and consider the alternative options 
with the ESO; Department for Energy Security and Net Zero; and local stakeholders;

3. To SUPPORT in principle either an offshore option or, if this was proved undeliverable, an 
underground onshore option.

4. To AGREE that in the event of an onshore option being taken forward, National Grid should 
commit to delivering wider benefits and opportunities to provide power to meet the needs of 
existing and planned growth in Norfolk; and contribute towards funding an Energy Plan for the 
County.

5. To WELCOME National Grid’s proposal to underground part of the route to the west of Diss 
(Waveney Valley Alternative), but would like to see this underground area expanded to the 
entire length of Norfolk.”

A detailed set of papers is being submitted to the consultation by NCC.

 PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to develop their campaign against the pylon proposals and have put 
together some high-level advice for Parish Council’s wishing to object to the Norwich Tilbury 
proposal. For further information visit https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions 

Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber
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Appendix 2 

Council’s first quarter accounts.

Wreningham Parish Council Accounts  2024-25 Jul-24

Q1    First quarter accounts for the financial year 2024-25

Payments

Budget 
2024/2
5

Actual 
spend

over/un-
der spend

Re-
ceipt Budget Actual

over/un-
der 
budget

£ £ £ £ £

Employees Precept 10,841.00 5,420.50 5,420.50

Salaries
3,255.0

0 838.92 2,416.08 Grants (other) 0.00 0.00 0.00

Staff Training 50.00 0.00 50.00 CIL 0.00 0.00 0.00

Staff expenses 30.00 0.00 30.00 Other 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total for Employees
3,335.0

0 838.92 2496.08 VAT refund 0.00 0.00 0.00

Administration

Stationery 50.00 24.76 25.24

Postage 30.00 0.00 30.00 Total 10,841.00 5,420.50 5,420.50

Software support 80.00 0.00 80.00

Total for Administration 160.00 24.76 135.24

Communications

Grant Village magazine 100.00 0.00 100.00

Website host 230.00 0.00 230.00

Total for Communications 330.00 0.00 330.00

Members Summary Information

Members expenses 50.00 0.00 50.00 Opening Balance 1/4/2024 28,697.54

Members training 200.00 0.00 200.00 Total Income 5,420.50

Total for Members 250.00 0.00 250.00 Total Expenditure 2,990.56

Professional Services

Legal fees 600.00 0.00 600.00
Community Account at 
18/06/2024 31,419.12

Audit 285.00 50.00 235.00 less scheduled payments

Payroll Services 250.00 73.73 176.27
             HMRC payment due 

20/06/2024 52.60

Insurance
1,200.0

0 976.91 223.09 T Higlett payment due 20/06/2024 239.04
Total for Professional Ser-
vices

2,335.0
0

1100.6
4 1234.36 31,127.48

Subscriptions

ICO 35.00 35.00 0.00 Balance 30/06/2024 31,127.48

Norfolk PTS 115.00 0.00 115.00

Total for Subscriptions 150.00 35.00 115.00 General Reserves 7,169.44

Grants & Donations CIL money 2,753.48

S137  £9.93 per elector 9.93 x478=£4746.54

Grants other 500.00 0.00 500.00
Total for Grants and Dona-
tions 500.00 0.00 500.00

Village Maintenance

Grounds Maintenance
1,200.0

0 0.00 1,200.00

Village Maintenance 750.00 0.00 750.00
Play Equipment mainten-
ance 250.00 216.60 33.40

Dog Waste Emptying Service 450.00 0.00 450.00
Total for Village Mainten-
ance

2,650.0
0 216.60 2433.40

Village Services
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Churchyard Maintenance 250.00 0.00 250.00

Defibrillator 200.00 267.00 -67.00

Total for Village Services 450.00 267.00 183.00

Other
Open Gardens-Go For It 
Grant/ Pride In Place (600) 0.00 462.64 -462.64

Road closure notice 0.00 45.00 -45.00

Total for Other 0.00 507.64 -508

Totals
10,160.

00
2990.5

6 7,169.44
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Appendix 3.

Report from K Nunn

Open Gardens
 A thoroughly enjoyable day, despite an early shower.
 14 Stunning gardens opened for the event
 Over 350 visitors came to see the gardens
 Over 60 volunteers from across the village and beyond (including the garden hosts) particip-

ated on the day.
 £3,013.21 raised for All Saints Church Fabric Fund, from ticket sales, refreshments, advert-

ising space, plant sale and contributions from Art sales.

Thank you to all that helped - fellow organisers, the garden hosts, volunteers, cake bakers and also 
those who tidied up the Church grounds and their own gardens in time for the weekend, it all made a 
difference. Thanks also to the Village Hall committee for providing facilities free of charge for the 
event and the owners of Spratt's garage for opening the yard for parking.

Open Gardens will rest for a couple of years but the organisers are considering options for a different 
event next year.

Village Planters
Three planters are now in place in Top Row, Penny's Green and at the Village Hall. Thanks go to all 
that helped especially Ian Withey who built the planters and filled them with topsoil, and all who con-
tributed plants including Helen Withey, Val Keel, Hilary Tinner and donations made via the Church 
plant sale in May. This all helped make the budget stretch further.

Thanks also to the residents in Top Row & Penny's Green and from the maintenance team at the Vil-
lage Hall who have all offered to help with watering now that Summer has finally arrived!

Wreningham Parish Council                                        8 of 9                                            Chairman …………………………



Wreningham Parish Council 
Minutes of the Council meeting 

Appendix 4

Letter from Church Warden/Treasurer

Upper Tas Valley All Saints’ P. C. C.
Attention of Clerk & Chair,

Wreningham Parish Council

Dear Parish Councillors,

On behalf of the UTVAS PCC I would like to thank you sincerely for allowing the “Community Group” 
to organise a village activity, the “Open Gardens” event with your backing and legal support.

I personally was quite surprised when I discovered that the proceeds from the event were to go to-
wards the fabric of All Saints church. I was even more surprised when I was informed of how suc-
cessful, financially the event was. It was also a very successful social event involving many people in 
the village and wider community and I understand that based on this success, it is not likely to be the 
only event the instigators will be running. Hopefully, next time even more people will want to be part 
of the action and spread even more community spirit.

I and the whole church council are grateful for the help we have received from this event and once 
again I thank the councillors for backing the organisers. 

Yours sincerely,
Churchwarden/Treasurer (UTVAS PCC)
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