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Tuesday 11th March 2025 
Margaret Preston Room, Wreningham Village Hall, 7:30pm

In Attendance:  M Hill (Chair), Cllr K Morris, Cllr J Lambourne, Cllr A Tancred.

Parish Clerk: Tina Higlett

1 Apologies for absence.  H Glaves.  Council approved.

2 Consider Co-option to the council. No candidate available 

3 Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda and Dispensations for Councillors with a 
Pecuniary Interest.  None

4 Open Forum, including reports from District & County Councillors.
1. Public in attendance

No Comments.
2. District Councillors.
      Cllr Spratt had forwarded a report to council prior to the meeting (Appendix 1).

Regarding funding for the purchase of a Bleed Control Kit, he advised that these could 
be purchased from Daniel Beard Foundation and can be housed inside a standard 
size defibrillator kit box.  They retail at around £100.00 and 50% of the cost could be 
applied for through a Member Ward Grant.  Council would need to determine the 
number required and whether a separate (£400) cabinet is required.
Local Government Reorganisation plans are being worked on, but these district 
councillors are not in the working party.  Final proposals in September 2025 with a 
mayor appointed in May 2026. Concerns that parish councils will see less of their 
appointed councillor(s) as numbers will be cut from 400 to just 200.
 

5 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 14th January 2025.
These were approved, with no changes.
Clerk was advised that the reported branch hanging over the road near Longs Wood car park 
has not been removed. When first reported the Highways operative could not see the 
problem and Clerk advised them of exact grid references. Clerk will report again. Potholes 
have been repaired on Wymondham Road.  Public Footpath sign is down on Mill Lane, but 
has been temporarily reinstated by a member of the public. NCC Highways will need to 
attend to make this permanent. Action Clerk

6 Matters arising from the minutes.
1. Fibre broadband – Gigaclear supply has reached the ‘B’ road end of Bridge Road.  

Chairman advised he had contacted NCC for an update and was waiting on a reply. 
Some parts of the village have migrated to digital as analogue lines are being retired. 
This is being done across the UK and it is expected to be completed by 2027. 

2. Wickes Community Fund 
Cllr Morris advised he would apply for materials up to the value of £100 to carry out 
routine maintenance on the youth shelter and fences.  Members suggested painting 
items either grey or black. Action Cllr. Morris

7 Planning
1. Applications received

I. 2025/0521Location: 5 Glebe Close. Proposal: Single storey rear extension. Application 
Type: Householder. 
Members stated they had no comments to make.

II. 2023/2012 Location: Land South of Elm Tree Farmhouse Hethel Road. Proposal: 
Outline permission for the erection of 1no. self-build dwelling with creation of new 
access (resubmitted). Application Type: Outline Planning Permission. Members 
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agreed they stand by their original comments made on applications previously 
submitted 2022/1063 and 2023/2012.  Although this application has been amended for 
the erection of 1no.self-build dwelling the application sits outside the village 
development boundary and therefore the council still stands by its past statements and 
opposes the planning proposal.

2. Applications commented on between meetings.
l.     2024/3816 Location: Land East Of High Road Ashwellthorpe.  Proposal: Series of 13 

ponds designed to intercept surface water flows designed to be part of work to create 
off-site biodiversity units.

       Members were in favour of the proposal but voiced concerns over the additional traffic 
in particular through Top Row. Also requested that contractors ensure there is minimal 
disruption to residents in the area and the mud/detritus on the road to be managed and 
cleaned up after every working day.

  
8 The Farthings

Chair advised that there was nothing to update since last parish council meeting.  Chair was 
asked to contact FWP for a progress report as the last correspondence received was in 
excess of a month. Action Chair

9 Administrative Issues
1. Internal Control report – Cllr Tancred had carried out a review and reported that some 

invoices had not been signed by two signatories, as per financial regulations.  It was 
also noted that some statutory documents were due to be reviewed. Overall 
procedures were duly followed and there were no concerns. 

2. Asset Register reviewed with the removal of the old lap top and the dolphin springer 
both of which had been disposed of.

3. Website Privacy Policy reviewed.  Next review March 2027
4. Information audit.  Adopted and next review February 2026
5. Privacy Statement. Adopted and next review March 2027

10 Finance
1. The accounts showed councils current financial standing as £28,014.93
2. Payments

a) T Higlett January salary £459.32
b) HMRC January £109.80
c) B Jarvis – website domain £26.39
d) Autela Payroll – Payroll £94.56

3. Receipts
a) VAT refund 2023/24             £350.26

4. Provision for Churchyard maintenance
Clerk had contacted the churchwarden with regards to the availability of burial land 
and if the parish council should consider a contingency plan should the churchyard 
close.  Churchwarden advised additional land for burials had been purchased and 
there were no immediate concerns.

5. Council reserves.  Members unanimously agreed to reserve £500 annually in the event 
of closure of churchyard. The maintenance of a closed churchyard may eventually 
become the responsibility of the parish council if the Parochial Parish Council (PPC) is 
unable to finance maintenance. Action Clerk
 

11 Village Maintenance and Highways
1. Annual Playground Inspection – Estimated lead time is 12 – 16 weeks from receipt 

of order.  Action Clerk
2. South Norfolk Litter Pick. Cllr Morris advised this is scheduled to take place on the 
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16th March 2025.

12 Consultations
1. Broadland District Council and South Norfolk Council are seeking views on their 

draft joint Custom and Self-Build Housing Supplementary Planning Document 
(SPD). Duly noted

2. CPRE Norfolk – Opposition to the proposal of a new town. This new town is 
proposed for South Norfolk and will consist of 10,000 new homes.  Chair advised 
members of the public that should they wish to express their concerns then to 
pass onto Cllr Morris or the Clerk and we will forward onto the CPRE
 Action Cllr Morris/Clerk

3. Central Government consultation on strengthening the standards and conduct 
framework.  Duly noted.

13 Correspondence
1. South Norfolk VE Day grant.
2. Resuscitation &  Defibrillator training; potential Fire safety training
3. Norfolk Parish Training & Support newsletters 
4. Norfolk Parish Training & Support Spring Seminar
5. South Norfolk Nutrient Neutrality Funding
6. Community Insurance renewals 

     14 Date of next meeting:  13th May 2025

           Meeting closed at 20:50
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Appendix 1.

South Norfolk District Councillors Report 11th March 2025

Member Ward Grants
Member Ward Grants for 2024/25 have been fully spent. Requests for future support with small 
projects (up to £1,000 usually) to benefit the local community can be made to your District 
Councillors. 

Community Action Fund Grants
Another round of CAF grants is expected to open in April. Applications for grants of up to £20,000 are 
made by District Councillors on behalf of local organisations. Please contact us if you would like more 
information. Grants are expected to be heavily oversubscribed once again.

Bleed Kits
Last year SNC agreed to encourage more Bleed Control Kits in public spaces across the District – 
possibly in or alongside defibrillator units. Your Councillors will be pleased to support applications for 
funding.

Government Consultation on Norfolk & Suffolk Devolution
Norfolk and Suffolk have been accepted onto the priority programme for devolution. This will mean 
that elections for a Mayor to lead the Mayoral County Combined Authority could be as early as next 
May. Elections for Norfolk County Council have been suspended for at least one year.

The Government has published a consultation paper on its proposals for devolution in Norfolk and 
Suffolk. The consultation is open until 13 April 2025. All residents are encouraged to respond.

Link to consultation paper: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/norfolk-and-suffolk-
devolution/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution-consultation#establishing-a-mayoral-combined-authority-
across-norfolk-county-council-and-suffolk-county-council

Consultation form: https://consult.communities.gov.uk/lggc/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution-
consultation/

Local Government Reorganisation
The County, District and City Councils are developing their plans for the reorganisation of local 
government in the area with the current two-tier approach replaced by a number of unitary authorities. 
Final proposals need to be submitted in September 2025, with initial plans in late March. Early signs 
are that it may be difficult to reach agreement across all the councils affected.

Local Development Scheme – Housing Targets
A review of the local development scheme (the Greater Norwich Local Plan and other documents) will 
start later this year. This is a result of the new national planning framework which increases the 
number of new houses required across Greater Norwich by 28%, from 1,929 per year to 2,590. 

The focus is likely to be on developing one or more new settlements as the previous iteration of the 
Local Plan indicated limited capacity for growth in existing settlements. Sites previously considered 
include Hethel, Silfield and Honingham Thorpe in Broadland.

https://consult.communities.gov.uk/lggc/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution-consultation/
https://consult.communities.gov.uk/lggc/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution-consultation/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution-consultation#establishing-a-mayoral-combined-authority-across-norfolk-county-council-and-suffolk-county-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution-consultation#establishing-a-mayoral-combined-authority-across-norfolk-county-council-and-suffolk-county-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution-consultation#establishing-a-mayoral-combined-authority-across-norfolk-county-council-and-suffolk-county-council
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Big South Norfolk Litter Pick
Parish councils, schools and community groups are encouraged to join the annual SNC litter pick – 
which runs until end May. Every group that participates receives a £20 voucher, and groups can enter 
a prize draw with 20 prizes of £200 available to the group. The Council can provide equipment and 
posters.
New Nature Conservation Fund
In April, a pilot scheme for a Nature Conservation Fund will be launched. Five grants of up to £10,000 
will be available to Parish Councils and Community Groups. Projects must deliver benefits in one of 
three areas by April 2026: public accessibility to green space, biodiversity benefit, and carbon 
sequestration.

Ketteringham Recycling Depot
Following the launch of South Norfolk’s Recycling Action Plan, your District Councillors recently 
visited Ketteringham Recycling Depot. We asked the team heading the proposed development of the 
site to supply us and the nearby parishes with updates. Additional land will need to be acquired to 
extend the facilities, but most of the existing land will be redeveloped. Once complete this will 
improve facilities and safety for staff and allow for the extra traffic created by the introduction of food 
waste collection. 

Planning Consultation – Self-Build and Custom Build SPD
This consultation on a proposed Supplementary Planning Document on Self-Build and Custom-Build 
Housing in now open and runs until 21st March. 
https://southnorfolkandbroadland.oc2.uk/document/23

More Funding for Play Parks
In the 2025/26 South Norfolk budget, £134,000 of additional funding is available to support play park 
repair and improvement. It is expected that funds will be spent on SNC managed facilities.

‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update
National Grid has recently announced “targeted consultations” involving minor changes to the 
proposed scheme. Locally, the proposal is to move the construction laydown area from the North of 
the current substation to the Southwest of it – nearer to Swardeston and Mulbarton. The consultation 
for Norfolk and Suffolk closed on March 3rd. Details can be found at: 
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-
projects/norwich-to-tilbury/public-consultation-and-programme

The application for a Development Consent Order is expected later this year.

PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to campaign against the pylon proposals. For further information 
visit https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions 

https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions%20
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/norwich-to-tilbury/public-consultation-and-programme
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/norwich-to-tilbury/public-consultation-and-programme
https://southnorfolkandbroadland.oc2.uk/document/23

