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February & 

March 2026


As I write this, the snow has just about gone, 
although of course, it might come back…. I hope 
that when you’re reading this, the spring bulbs are 
starting to appear and it’s getting a bit warmer.


Many of us enjoyed the Christmas Lights Switch On; 
a big thank you to Hughie, Andrea and helpers for 
decorating the tree, Andrew for putting it in place, 
and Nick & David for choosing and collecting it.  
And of course, to the parish council for funding it. 
We had mulled wine in the hall – and we ran out! 
So a note for 2026 -  more wine and mince pies 
needed.


Christmas Eve drinks in the bar were enjoyed by 
many – and there was a lovely atmosphere in the 
Bird in Hand (with its new owners) for Christmas 
Day drinks.  We’re so fortunate to have two 
sociable friendly places to meet friends and 
neighbours.
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You may have seen the recent email asking for help, however.  The 
committee is not large, and we really need more members.  We 
urgently need a bookings secretary and a treasurer.  We have a paid 
accountant who pays the bills and looks after payroll, but we need 
someone to ‘keep the books’. If you can hep with either of these roles, 
PLEASE contact me.  The burden on the existing committee is heavier 
than it should be.  We also asked for volunteer bar staff, and have had 
some offers – thank you. Finally – a small team of maintenance 
volunteers would be a great help. Nothing too technical, just a 
willingness to help.


Best wishes


Sue Pink - VHMC Chair       sue.ts.pink@gmail.com

The Village Hall website has regularly updated information on events 
& any changes in the Events Calendar.


The latest events are on the Home page.


A copy of the latest Mardle


Regularly updated News pages


The new Zeffy Ticketing system to 
register for some events

(the next page has more information)


Information on how to make a 
booking & links to the Hallmaster 
bookings system which the Village 
Hall uses.


Why not take a look?  


wreninghamvh.social

https://wreninghamvh.social
https://wreninghamvh.social
mailto:sue.ts.pink@gmail.com
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February Event


Tickets on sale at the door subject to availability.


You can scan the QR code to the right to go to the 
Zeffy website to buy tickets for the Beetle Drive.


Zeffy - Who & What is it?

Zeffy is a Canadian company which has been working 
with charities for 7 years and, thanks to its 100% free 
model, currently supports over 50,000 organisations.

It has now become available in the UK.

It is a fund raising platform with a variety of resources to help charities 
& not for profit groups.

When making a payment on a Zeffy (such as a ticket purchase, fund 
raising event, raffles etc), donors can choose to contribute to Zeffy.

It relies entirely on optional tips from donors.  On average, 2 out of 3 
donors leave a tip.  This is enough to cover all their costs and re-invest 
in the development of Zeffy.

Ticket sales using Zeffy go directly to the Village Hall Charity with the 
whole amount being received by the VHC. 
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Events


Future Event


To help us to plan the numbers for this event, it 
would be really helpful if you can register on Zeffy 
(FOR FREE) if you plan to attend the Pie Night.

Please scan the QR code to the right
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Wreningham Parish Council

Best wishes to all our parishioners for 2026, hopefully it will bring you 
peace and prosperity.


I wish to thank the village heroes who work quietly in so many ways in 
the background to make Wreningham the lovely place it is for all of us.


One such area is litter - an unnecessary blight which needs a 
continuous response to keep under control.  Latterly one of our 
younger residents responded to an observation of litter on 
Wymondham Road and cleared it away.


There are others who respond to a need and help out without any 
fuss.  Thank you all for your work and support for the village.


Playing Field


The playing field swings had to be decommissioned as they were 
deemed to be dangerous by our inspectors.  In due course we will 
replace the swings' structure and add a new bench or two.  The moles 
are very active in the area where the trees were removed. So take 
care; we are looking for a solution.


Maintenance


Regarding general maintenance around the village, will those with 
ditches on their land keep them clear to allow rainwater to be moved 
away to the streams?  We will make arrangements to clear our own 
ditch in Mill Lane alongside the playing field!  Similarly hedgerows can 
be trimmed to reduce risk to road and path users.


The Wreningham website (www.wreningham.org) carries information 
on issues concerning the Parish and the Parish Council.  You are invited 
to attend the regular council meetings.  The Parish clerk is available to 
discuss council matters; her details are on the website.


Michael Hill - Parish Council Chair


http://www.wreningham.org/
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The Farthings

Hethel Rd


Community Owned Land (COL)

What is happening with The Farthings?   GOOD NEWS!

South Norfolk Council confirmed on 12th January 2026 that the S106 (with 
supporting documents) has completed scrutiny.  The package is with their 
own and Julian Wells' solicitors for final management.

A signing meeting will then be arranged.  I am expecting this within a 
couple of weeks from this date.

Following that, JulianWells is ready to initiate work on the Farthings.


 www.wreningham.org.uk


The SNC Planning reference number is 2024/1135


Michael Hill Parish Council Chair

Wreningham Parish Council (cont’d)


 

Our Bus runs a Friday service from here to Wymondham.

The 805 bus departs from Penny’s Green at 10:07am & Wreningham 
village sign at 10:10am.

It arrives at Wymondham Cross at 10:50 & Postmill Close at 10:52


It returns at 12:48 from Postmill Close & 12:50 from Wymondham 
Cross & arrives back in Wreningham at 13:28 & 13:31 (Penny’s Green)


 Concessionary Bus Passes are valid on this service


On Mondays, Ring & Go runs a flexibus service into Wymondham.

It needs to be pre booked, as there is no fixed timetable.

All buses are fully accessible, with space for wheelchairs etc.


Call 08000351350 or visit www.travelnorfolk for more information.


https://www.wreningham.org.uk
tel:08000351350
http://www.apple.com/uk
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Village Groups

Heritage Group


Our next meeting is on Friday 13th February

2:00 - 4:00pm in the Margaret Preston Room


Our first 2026 meeting will be on Feb 13th. It's title is self explanatory - 
'Andree Handford's Life in Wreningham - an interview recorded in 2019'.  Her 
words will be accompanied by on-screen photos and information about the 
particular subjects she talks about.


We have at one time or another interviewed a good few of Wreningham's 
older residents and replayed their words at various meetings for our 
members, but this was our very first effort - that will probably be obvious!  
We hope many of Andree's friends and acquaintances will attend to enjoy her 
reminiscences.  If you didn't know Andree herself, you will still find it 
illuminating.  Do come, and stay for a cuppa and chat afterwards. 


 www.wreninghamheritage.uk	 Jean Lambourne


Last Wednesday Coffee Morning


The decision to hold December's Coffee Morning on New 
Year’s Eve proved to be a popular one, with about 20 
attendees prepared to eat cake and bacon rolls before 
starting a New Year diet !


We were able to donate £500 to Wreningham Church fabric fund as our end 
of year charitable gift. 

In 2026 we have decided that our September coffee morning will be held in 
support of .Finbar's Force, which supports the families of children with brain 
tumours and donates to research into childhood brain cancer. 


We have held a Macmillan event for several years now and felt we would like 
to support a local charity this year.


The next Last Wednesday Coffee Mornings at the village hall will be with you 
on:


28th January

25th February

25th March


Jean Lambourne


http://www.wreninghamheritage.uk/
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Wren Craftery

The next meetings will be on:  Wednesdays - 18th February & 18th March


We meet from 10:00 am to noon in the Margaret Preston Room

Sessions are £3 and include refreshments


Come along, bring your current project, one you keep meaning to finish, one 
you want to start or try something new.


Or you just want to chat!

See you there!           Val & Jean            01508 488231


Village Groups (cont’d)


Recycling News

You will no doubt have heard my house is up for sale and I will be moving 
away from the village in due course.  This doesn’t mean I’ll leave the village 
totally; in the almost 40 years I have lived here I have made many friends 
and been involved in numerous initiatives.  My friendships are an important 
part of my life and I will also continue to support events within the village.  
You’ll still see me around!  However, day to day issues such as recycling will 
be harder from my new home in Bramerton.

Whilst leaving is not imminent, I need to think about the future of the 
recycling hub.  I hope, like me, you feel it has been an important initiative.  
We have saved over 24,000 items (or 1,200 kg) from landfill or burning and 
raised over £1,300 in the process; statistics I’m very proud of, as should you.


The current TerraCycle programmes are now down to 2.  I would very much 
like these to continue and put out a plea to anyone who thinks they could 
take this over.  If that person is you, please get in touch to discuss what it 
involves.  The work truly isn’t onerous and it’s very rewarding.

Current collections:


• Biscuits, cake & snacks – includes biscuits, crackers, Kit Kats, 
Penguins, cereal and snack bars, etc.


• Coffee Ecocaps – less popular, but still viable due to weight.

Please keep collecting and spread the word to help reach the minimum 
weights for charity points.  I’ll continue to provide information on recycling 
or repurposing initiatives here or on the Eco Living in and around 
Wreningham Facebook group. 


Thank you for your valuable support over the years.  Love, Val

Contact:  01508 488231 or val@valkeel.co.uk.
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Regular Events

Regular Weekly Activities on Wednesdays

Zumba   	  6:30 - 7:30pm £6 (suitable for all levels)

	 firedragonevans@yahoo.co.uk  or 07789748457


Table Tennis      8:00 - 9:30pm   (£4 per week)

	 Scott/Julian/Henry at  woodlands_atoms@outlook.com

	   All abilities welcome & equipment provided


Some Fridays (normally alternate) school term times


Little Wrens Playgroup    9:15 - 11:15am


(For the dates please see the Events calendar on the VH website

or their Facebook page:	 Litttle Wrens Playgroup


Regular Monthly Activities

Crafters Group (3rd Wednesday)   10:00 - Noon £3 (Contact Val)


Last Wednesday Coffee Morning   10:00 - Noon (Contact Jean)


Live Music Dances (usually Saturdays)

Shirley Aldous 01508 489606/07951864295


Country Music (usually Saturday evenings & Sunday afternoons)

Sandra 07799 596975/01508 813754 
stetsonsandshamrockcmc@outlook.com


Womens Institute (WI) Meetings (usually 2nd Tuesday 2:00-400pm)

Elaine Tuffield - tuffielde@gmail.com    Mobile 07747 626458


Copy date for the next issue for April & May is early March 2026.


If you have something for inclusion, please let us have it by then. 


Thanks - Sue & Mick Ryder (Mardle Editors)


Email: mardlewren@gmail.com

mailto:mardlewren@gmail.com
mailto:firedragonevans@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:woodlands_atoms@outlook.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100076850693010
mailto:stetsonsandshamrockcmc@outlook.com
mailto:tuffielde@gmail.com
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February 2026

1st	 Country Music 2:00pm - 6pm - Contact Sandra (W&W Bar open)


5th	 Cocktail Evening 7:00 – 11:00pm

6th	 Little Wrens Playgroup - 9:15 - 11:15

7th	 Live Music Nights - The Men from Uncle Barry 8pm-11:45pm £9 - 	
	 Contact Shirley (W&W Bar open)

10th	 Women’s Institute - 2:00-4:00pm - Elaine Tuffield (see Regular Users)

13th	 Heritage Group  - 2:00-4:00pm - Jean Lambourne (see Regular Users)

18th	 Village Crafters Group 10:00 – Noon (£3 - Contact Val)

18th	 Warm Space Lunch & Film - Midday - 4pm - (see page 12)

20th	 Little Wrens Playgroup - 9:15 - 11:15

20th	 Fish & Chips from 5:00pm (see the back page for booking details)

21st	 Country Music 8:00pm - midnight - Contact Sandra (W&W Bar open)

25th	 Last Wednesday Coffee Morning 10:00 - Noon

27th	 Beetle Drive - from 6pm - (see page 3 for booking details)

27th	 W&W bar open 6pm - 8pm


March 2026

1st	 Country Music 2:00pm - 6pm - Contact Sandra (W&W Bar open)


5th	 Cocktails Evening 7:00 – 11:00pm

6th	 Little Wrens Playgroup - 9:15 - 11:15 

6th	 Church Quiz - 7:30 - 10pm - see page 13

7th	 Live Music Nights - The Riffits 8pm-11:45pm £9

	 Contact Shirley (W&W Bar open)

10th	 Women’s Institute - 2:00-4:00pm - Elaine Tuffield (see Regular Users)

10th	 Parish Council Meeting 7:30 to 9:30pm

14th	 Starfighter Rock ’n Roll Club dance £10 - 8pm to late (W&W bar open)

18th	 Village Crafters Group 10:00 – Noon (£3 - Contact Val)

20th	 Fish & Chips from 5:00pm (see back page for pre booking details)

21st	 Country Music - 8pm-Midnight - Contact Sandra (W&W Bar open)

25th	 Last Wednesday Coffee Morning 10:00 - Noon

25th	 Warm Space Lunch & Film - Midday - 4pm (see page 11)

27th	 Pie Night - Bring & Share from 7:00pm (see page 4)


Please check the Village Hall website for the latest information


Wreninghamvh.social


https://wreninghamvh.social
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All Saints Church Wreningham

As we start a new year, I want to thank the organisers of the “Last 
Wednesday Coffee Mornings” for their generous donation towards the 
fabric of Wreningham church and the individuals who included us in their 
Christmas giving to charity.   We do need to think about replacing the 
whole of the roof to the church but it will be a costly exercise and one I 
am putting off as long as I can.


This brings me to another way in which people can support the church.  
When you make your will, any donation you leave to the church will be 
considered a donation to a charity and often helps with inheritance tax.  
Do consider your local church at this time.


I would like to thank the bellringers who turn  out for most of our church 
services as well as a regular practise evening. Thanks to Vic Long who 
once again floodlit the church over the Christmas period for us. 


The “Winter Warmer” lunches followed by a film are still running each 
month and our next 2, which are open to anybody, are on Wed 18th Feb 
and 25th March.  Lunch is soup & roll and jacket potatoes or similar at 
12.30 pm.  The film starts at 1.30 pm. If you plan to come to lunch please 
can you let us know so that we have sufficient food for everybody. Come 
to both or either. No fixed charge but donations welcome. The 25th 
March is in “lent” so this will also be a “lent lunch” and any donations will 
go to St Martins’ Trust charity for the homeless.  See local posters for 
details.


The church also run a monthly coffee morning at Forncett St Edmunds 
church which is open to anybody  The next ones are on Thursday 5th 
February and Thursday 5th March 10 am to 11.45 am.  These are always 
friendly events, do give one a try sometime – we would love to see you 
there.


Quiz Night - Friday 6th March – Ashwellthorpe and Wreningham churches 
have a quiz booked at Wreningham Village Hall.  See details on page13 or 
on posters.  We would love to see you join us. 
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All Saints Church Wreningham (cont’d)

All the church services across our extended parish are advertised on the 
church notice board each month but if you want to know when we are 
worshipping at All Saints, Wreningham then:

	 	 Sunday 15th Feb – 11 am Holy Communion

	 	 Sunday 22nd Feb -  9.30  BCP Holy Communion

	 	 Sunday 15th March – 11 am Holy Communion

	 	 Sunday 22nd March – 9.30 am BCP Holy Communion


There will be extra services across the parish for Lent and also Palm 
Sunday, Holy Week and Easter which is early April but details are yet to 
be confirmed.  See the church porch notice board for extra services or 
contact me.

For further details on anything related to your village church feel free to 
contact me on 01508 488123.

Christine Minns (and on behalf of Christine Bilham)-churchwardens 


Wednesday 18th February	 Warm Space Lunch & Movie

Come and enjoy a soup & roll followed by a jacket potato or similar


Everybody welcome        12:15 for 12:30pm

It will help with catering if we know you are coming.  Contact Christine on 
01508 488123.            Why not stay on for the film at 1.30 pm?


MOVIE TIME  - 1:15 pm for 1:30pm

“A couple lose their home and later discover that the husband has been 
diagnosed with a terminal illness as they embark on a year-long coastal 
trek, setting out to walk the South West Coast Path starting in Minehead. 
They had been evicted from their farm and home and it seems to be the 
only option to survive on their only source of income, £40 weekly from 
working tax credit. So they set out on the 630 mile South West Coast 
Path, from Minehead to Poole around the coast of Somerset, Devon, 
Cornwall, and Dorset.  As they walk, the husband slowly grows in 
strength.  They spend the winter in a friends shed and in the spring, they 
resume the Coast Path.”


Everybody welcome.

No charge but a donation would be appreciated


Organised by The Upper Tas Valley All Saints PCC for the local community

Reg Charity No: 1213128
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Digital Mardle copy

You can sign up for a digital copy of the Mardle by contacting 
David at  Wreninghamnorfolk@gmail.com

Please confirm your email address, Post Code & road & if 
possible a contact number.


David’s Wreningham Weekly Email Update

Weekly updates are available by email & include 
all village functions, church services, school 
functions, dances, bar nights, Fish & Chips nights 
etc.

Any village event can be included, so please 
contact me in advance.  Your details will only be 
used for village information and will not be seen by others.


If you would like to receive a copy of the weekly update then 
please send your details to wreninghamnorfolk@gmail.com


Quiz Evening

Friday 6th March	 7:15 for 7:30


Wreningham Village Hall

Entry £6.00 per person


Come as a team of up to 6 people, or individually and we will team you 
up.  Please book in advance as this event has proved popular in the past 
and we would not want to turn anybody away at the door.


Bring your own food (but not drink)


To book call Christine on 01508 488123


Raffle	 	 Licensed Bar


In aid of Ashwellthorpe and Wreningham church expenses


mailto:Wreninghamnorfolk@gmail.com
mailto:wreninghamnorfolk@gmail.com
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Route number is CEN 215


This service is run by Norfolk County Council.


This information is subject to change or amendment both on a 
permanent and temporary basis.


For all enquiries about this route please call 01603 222303

Wednesday 28th January Black

Wednesday 4th February Green Friday 6th February Brown

Wednesday 11th February Black

Wednesday 18th February Green 20th February Brown

Wednesday 25th February Black

Wednesday 4th March Green Friday 6th March Brown

Wednesday 11th March Black

Wednesday 18th March Green Friday 20th March Brown

Wednesday 25th March Black

Bin Collections – February 2026 & March 2026


Mobile Library Visits – February 2026 & March 2026


24th February 16:15
Steven’s Lane Toprow

NR16 1AE 16:45

Village Hall, Mill Lane

NR16 1AN

24th March 16:15
Steven’s Lane Toprow

NR16 1AE 16:45

Village Hall, Mill Lane

NR16 1AN
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NEIL PRIOR - Plumbing and Heating

For all your plumbing and heating requirements,


full bathroom installations

Established 20 years


01508 489359 / 07713 352494

JUSTIN STANGROOM - Just Paint & Decorate

Exterior Painting and Decorating


For more details: 07909 338200         www.justpaintanddecorate.co.uk

justin.stangroom@btinternet.com


Recommendations on Facebook: justpaintanddecorate

Local Businesses

tel:07909%20338200
http://www.justpaintanddecorate.co.uk
mailto:justin.stangroom@btinternet.com
http://justpaintanddecorate
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BAR OPENING TIMES

Thursday Normal opening 8-11pm

When the events below are on, the bar 
will be open at the following times:

Thursday (normally the 1st Friday) Cocktails 7-11pm

Friday (normally the 3rd Friday) Fish & Chips ** 5-11pm

Friday (normally alternate months) Bring & Share 7-11pm

Saturday

(please check the website for any 
changes & additional opening times)

Live Music Dances & 
Country Music events

8-11pm

Sunday Country Music events 2-6pm

* For event dates, please see the centre pages

For updates please check: 


Our Village Hall website:          wreninghamvh.social

Our Facebook Page:	 	 Witch & Wren Community Bar


Notice Boards around the village

Or subscribe to the weekly email update (see page 13 for details)

** For Fish & Chips nights, orders must be placed in advance between 
2-3pm the day before (Thursday) by calling Tom’s Fish Bar, Mulbarton on  
01508 570251.  Your order will be collected by a village hall volunteer & 
delivered to the Witch & Wren bar at either 5:15pm or 7:30pm.


     ……at Wreningham Village Hall

Open to all


	 	 


https://wreninghamvh.social
https://wreninghamvh.social/
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For villagers who receive a printed copy of the Mardle, the tributes 
below have been included in an additional printed insert.

*******
Andree Violet Handford

Andree was born in Wokingham, Berkshire on 20th August 1939, the 4th 
daughter of Charles & Jessie Dashwood.


After marrying Brian in 1962, they moved to Hawthorn Cottage in 
Wreningham and quickly threw themselves into village life.  Among 
other things, Andree was involved in Ashwren, the village drama group 
and Norfolk Wildlife  Trust helping with theAnnual Bluebell Walk in 
Ashwellthorpe Wood, being in charge of the tea queue and was a 
formidable raffle ticket seller.


After the development of the new Village Hall, Andree was involved in 
hiring and latterly keeping the keys, taking payment and being the main 
point of contact for any hirers.  This continued for many years and only 
stopped in 2023 when hiring went digital.  In addition, Andree and Brian 
organised the Country and Western events at the hall which were 
attended by people from far and wide.
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Andree never had children of her own but she loved them, often babysitting 
for friends.  Ann & Roger Nixon recall how she would place a small chocolate 
on the pillows of their daughters, much like a hotel, when she was babysitting.


Claire Cormack remembers how she helped at the Toddler Group where they 
“laughed over the chaos and the funny shenanigans of a Friday morning.”


Rob Jones, former Headteacher at Wreningham School writes “Andree had a 
long association with Wreningham Primary.  She came into the school each 
week to hear children read and support the teachers in class.  She helped 
with the youngest children and was a gentle, guiding pair of hands. She loved 
this role, enjoying time with the children and the pupils, in return, loved 
seeing her each week in class.  Andree became a firm favourite with all the 
staff and she enjoyed attending nativity plays, school fetes, BBQs and other 
gatherings.”


Andree always took an interest in village children and, more recently, their 
own children.  She had a natural warmth that encouraged children to confide 
in her.


Claire Cormack says “Although Andree was over 30 years older than me, she 
was never simply an “elderly neighbour.”  She was always a true friend.  
Andree would sometimes ring us up, out of the blue, just to tell us that she 
was baking a Victoria sponge for the children.  She was the kind of neighbour 
you could go to for any favour and could talk to without fear of being judged, 
because she always had your best interests at heart.”


Mandy Francis agrees - “Andree to Mark and I was a true friend and a 
wonderful grandma figure to our children.  Her favourite motto was “we are 
here to help each other”.  She would always be willing to help us especially in 
her younger days.  She loved to bake a Victoria sponge and often sent one 
over, so big it would be a treat for days.”


From parents of Wreningham School:


“Andree - always so warm, kind, welcoming.  Her face lit up whenever she 
visited the school and spent time with the children.
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I remember when she warmly welcomed Class 3 children into her garden to 
draw and sketch the flowers and plants.  The children loved this afternoon 
and one child discovered he could use flower petals to add colour to his 
picture.”


“Andree - the sweetest person with a fantastic sense of humour.  She always 
remembered past children and wanted an update on how they were getting 
on at High School or College.  She was an absolute treasure who will never be 
forgotten - especially the way she would greet you with 'Hello darling.”


“A small lady with a big presence.”


It wasn’t just children though.  She loved being a part of the village, meeting 
people at coffee mornings, fetes or just when she saw them.  Keith Morris 
recalls “My memory is of Andree leaning out of the upstairs window of her 
house and telling me to stop slacking and get back to work or she would tell 
Nicky, every time I wandered by to post a letter or such, as she knew I worked 
from home.”


She was always interested in other peoples’ lives and was good for a chat and 
a cup of tea with people just dropping in.  Nothing was too much trouble and 
she would love to sit and reminisce.  Sadly, her health deteriorated, initially 
her eyesight which stopped her driving, then her mobility and a fall where 
she broke her thigh.  She recovered from this and was able to make leisurely 
walks up Wymondham Rd chatting to everyone she met.  Sadly it was 
another fall which led to her passing.


On the surface, Andree coped with being alone, especially if distracted by 
company but she never, fully recovered from Brian’s death.  They were soul 
mates and had a deep, loving relationship.  In addition to friends, she had a 
strong relationship with her nieces and nephews who have kept watch over 
her and will miss her greatly.


Andree will be remembered and missed by many, many people; far too many 
to detail here.  She was a loving, gentle lady, loved and respected by 
everyone.  “She never truly understood her worth.  Though she sometimes 
spoke of loneliness, the sheer number of birthday cards she received showed 
how many friends she really had.  Her body aged, but her mind remained 
lively and full of spirit. “ - Claire Cormack.



