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So Spring should be upon us – I have seen plenty of daffodils 
in the village, so let’s hope we don’t suddenly get snow!

Most importantly, I would like to thank Mick and Sue 
wholeheartedly for editing the Mardle for over three years.  
They have worked tirelessly for us all: not only with the 
Mardle, but also in creating and running the village hall 
website, integrating our hall booking system and setting up 
Zeffy. 

Zeffy is a charitable fund raising platform for non profits.  At 
the moment, it is being used for people to buy tickets & 
book events.  It’s also used for the new What’s On email 
updates.  It does not cost us a penny and it’s free to buy 
tickets – just select a donation amount of zero pence.  Mick 
& Sue have actually worked alongside the Canadian creators 
of Zeffy to improve the system for all users.

I’m delighted to say that the Mardle will continue, as David 
Kirk has kindly volunteered to take this on.  Any suggestions, 
articles or offers of help would be very welcome.

Mick & Sue have now taken on the weekly e-newsletter, 
using the Zeffy system.  David Tinsley started the newsletter 
several years ago and has diligently sent this out with news 
of village events.  Again, wholehearted thanks to David for 
doing this.  The “What’s On” e-newsletter is really useful 
and we’re very pleased it will be continuing.

Sue & Mick will still be the Village Hall website 
administrators.
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As I have said before, these are difficult times for the hall.  Costs are ever 
increasing and we cannot continue to run at a loss.  We have reserves but 
these will not last forever.

Please remember the hall if you are looking for a venue for a party or social 
event.

The committee are actively organising family friendly events (there is an 
Easter Disco on 29th March & other new events (see pages 3 & 4).  If you can 
support these, we can put on more activities for the younger residents.

We have had suggestions via the recent survey which we are looking at.  
Pilates was particularly requested and classes have now started.

We are very pleased to say that we have two new Committee members.  If 
we are to continue running our fabulous hall and associated bar, we all need 
to chip in, with time and other support.  Please consider if you can help out.  
I’m always available for a quick chat.


Best wishes	 	 Sue Pink - VHMC Chair       sue.ts.pink@gmail.com

Mike McGregor

We were very sorry to hear that Mike McGregor has sadly passed away.

Mike and Val were the creators of the very first Mardle, which started life 
over 40 years ago in the October & November issue of 1981!

We pass on our sincere condolences to his wife Val, who still lives in the 
village.

If you see this Mardle in time, this event is coming up………


mailto:sue.ts.pink@gmail.com
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April Events


9am

Refreshments available


10am to 3pm

W& W bar open


Noon

Light Lunches


07783 561306

wreninghamevents@gmail.com

A new event!

The “Taste of Naples” 
Pizza van will be in the 
car park serving wood 
fired Neapolitan pizzas

www.tonpizzeria.co.uk


There will be 
entertainment for little 
ones in the Main Hall

http://www.tonpizzeria.co.uk


 of 4 20

Church Plant Sale

Saturday 9th May	 10am until Noon

Wreningham All Saints Church Car Park


Church Road NR16 1BH


For those wanting to stock up the garden there is likely to be a 
good selection of annual and perennial plants together with 

bedding plants.

There will also be garden sundries and plant pots.


Extra parking is being planned.

Refreshments and cake stall in the church.


In aid of Upper Tas Valley churches expenses

Registered Charity No: 1213128 


May Events
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Wreningham Parish Council

Work in the Village

Highways were invited to attend to a nasty, large puddle which often 
collected at the junction between Top Row and the B1113.  They 
cleared the road drain and made the puddle go away – hopefully, 
never to return!

A pile of rubbish was dumped on the corner near Long’s Wood.  
Several residents spotted it & after contacting SNC it was removed.

The poorly performing ditch beside the playing field in Mill Lane has 
been a contributor to flooding in Mill Lane on recent occasions.  James 
set to work, tidying up the hedge, clearing out the ditch and organising 
for the culvert to be cleared.  Bill Smith had also asked James to sort 
out his drain too.  Now the surface water can flow further along 
towards the vacuum pumping station.  One last section needs to be 
cleared to bring the flow to the point where it can flow into the field to 
the south and away from the road.  The next sustained downpour will 
demonstrate whether we have got it right.

Defibrillator Training

There is a defibrillator on the wall of the village Hall on the car park 
side.  Training to use this has been arranged for 11th May.

You are invited to contact Andrea misstancred@gmail.com to reserve 
a place.  Further details on the village websites.


Protecting your verges

Several villagers have asked about placing objects (poles, stones, 
cones, logs, etc.) along a verge with the intention of protecting it from 
passing vehicles.  You do so at your own risk.  NCC Highways advises 
against doing this because the landowner can be liable for costs (or 
more) if an accident occurs involving one of these items.  Their advice 
is on the Parish Council website (search for “verge”).  Note that placing 
items directly on the roadway, without prior approval, can be 
obstruction.


mailto:misstancred@gmail.com
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The Farthings

Hethel Rd


Community Owned Land (COL)

The long awaited S106 has now been signed, sealed and delivered.  SNC has 
consequently given planning permission for the site and Community 
Owned Land (COL).

The developer expects to commission work to start by end of March or 
early April.  They will prepare the land according to the S106 specification 
and state that it will be delivered to community ownership by the Autumn.

The Working Group has met and more detailed information on the project 
& the next stages can be found on pages 7 - 10 of this Mardle.


The group will plan an open meeting for everyone in the village to, finally, 
become involved in making The Farthings a true asset for the village.  There 
will be much to do this year and over the next few years and you will be 
welcome to lend yourself, your time and effort to making it happen.


www.wreningham.org.uk

The SNC Planning reference number is 2024/1135

Wreningham Parish Council (cont’d)


New Parish Councillor

We welcome Neil Wilson as a new councillor.  He lives on Wymondham Road 
and is a newcomer to the village.  We hope that he and his wife are happy in 
Wreningham and that he enjoys being of service as a councillor.

We now have one councillor vacancy.  Perhaps you could consider becoming 
a councillor for your community and parish?  Training is provided and it is 
possible to work for a qualification to qualify as a (paid) parish clerk!

The public is welcome to attend the Parish Council’s meetings held at the 
Village Hall from 7:30pm on odd numbered months.


Michael Hill, WPC Chair


https://www.wreningham.org.uk
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Project Development Update

Following the approval of the development in Hethel Road, we 
are pleased to share the implementation plan for the Community 
Owned Land (COL) - The Farthings.


As part of the Section 106 legal agreement, the developers (FW 
Properties) are required to landscape and prepare this land to an 
agreed plan.  Once complete, the area (nearly 5 acres) will be 
handed over to the Parish Council, for village use, for the princely 
sum of £1!


📅 	 The Timeline

Late March/Early April 2026:


Contractors are expected to arrive on-site to begin the 
"Community Owned Land Works."

Summer:


Landscaping, pond work and path construction

Autumn:


Formal handover of the land and maintenance funds to the 
Parish Council


Continued…….

The Farthings

Hethel Rd


Community Owned Land (COL)
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The Farthings

Hethel Rd


Community Owned Land (COL)

Project Development Update (cont’d)


🌳 	 What is being created?


The agreed specification ensures the land is accessible and 
wildlife-friendly.  Key features include:


Accessible Paths:

New Breedon Gravel footpaths with drainage depressions to 
ensure they remain usable throughout the year.

A bridge in one area will provide a circular route around the 
site.


Water Features:

Enhancement of the existing pond and the creation of two 
new ponds to the east and south of the site

Seating & Access:


Installation of timber benches

Nature & Biodiversity:

Extensive native hedging, new tree planting, wild flower 
meadow and log piles to encourage local wildlife

3 entrances to the site

one from the footpath in Church Road, one from Hethel 
Road & one adjacent to the new houses in Hethel Road


Continued…….
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Project Development Update (cont’d)


🛡 	 Protecting Our Village Interests

The Parish Council has worked closely with FW Properties to 
secure several "Rules of Engagement" to protect the land 
during the build:


No Construction Encroachment:

The developer has legally committed to keeping all 
vehicles, materials and building detritus within the 
residential plots.  They are strictly prohibited from using 
the Community Owned Land (COL) as a storage or transit 
area.

Zero Buried Waste:

There is a specific covenant stating that no building 
waste is to be buried on-site.  All waste must be 
removed before the Parish takes ownership.

Future Maintenance:

To ensure the land does not become a financial burden 
on residents, we have secured a Maintenance 
Contribution from the developer.


A fund of £90,000 has been agreed.

This amount covers the first 10 years of maintaining the 
site.


This fund is ring-fenced specifically for the long-term 
upkeep and repair of the community space.


Continued…….

The Farthings

Hethel Rd


Community Owned Land (COL)
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Project Development Update (cont’d)


 🚧  	 What to expect during the works


While the contractors are at work, the site will remain a construction 
zone for safety reasons.


Residents should:


Observe all safety signage and stay clear of the fenced-off areas

Expect standard construction hours (typically 8:00 am – 6:00 pm)


We hope you will look forward to a grand opening event once the work 
is certified as complete this Autumn!


Communications

We intend to post regular photo updates as the ponds and paths take 
shape.  We are looking to keep residents informed of progress by 
various methods.


One place to look is the Parish website:


https://www.wreningham.org.uk/ 


Ways of communicating information & keeping residents updated is 
currently being considered.


We are looking to have a contact point for the site contractor.  Once we 
have this information we will make this available.


We hope that villagers will help with the various projects to create, 
maintain & improve this new community space in the village.


If you want to contact us, you can temporarily use the email 
whatsonwren@gmail.com

The Farthings

Hethel Rd


Community Owned Land (COL)

https://www.wreningham.org.uk/
mailto:whatsonwren@gmail.com
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The Village Hall website has regularly 
updated information on events & any 
changes in the Events Calendar.


The latest events are on the Home page.


A copy of the latest Mardle


Regularly updated News pages


The new Zeffy Ticketing system to buy tickets on-line & register for 
some events

Information on how to make a booking & links to the Hallmaster 
bookings system which the Village Hall uses.


Why not take a look? 		 	  wreninghamvh.social

Digital Mardle copy

There is a new contact email to sign up for a digital copy of 
the Mardle.


The new email address is Whatsonwren@gmail.com


Wreningham “What’s On” Email Updates

Mick & Sue have taken over this from David Tinsley.

Thanks David for all your work over the past few years. 

The number of those who are already registered is now 
in the hundreds!


The updates include all village functions, church services, 
school events, dances, bar nights, Fish & Chips nights etc.


Any village event can be included, so please contact us in advance.


Please send the details of the event to whatsonwren@gmail.com


To register to get the updates via Zeffy -  Register here on Zeffy

https://wreninghamvh.social
mailto:whatsonwren@gmail.com
https://wreninghamvh.social/index.php/2026/02/26/whats-on-in-wreningham/
https://wreninghamvh.social
mailto:Whatsonwren@gmail.com
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Village Groups

Heritage Group


Our next meeting is on Friday 27th April

2:00 - 4:00pm in the Margaret Preston Room


At the meeting, metal detectorist Alan Womack, will be telling us about his 
discoveries in the fields around Wreningham.  More exciting, he’s going to be 
bringing along some of his finds!

Alan used to live in Wreningham so many of you might already know him.

There is a small charge for tea and cake and everyone is welcome to come 
along.  Don’t forget to put it in your diary.


www.wreninghamheritage.uk	 Jean Lambourne


Last Wednesday Coffee Morning


The next Last Wednesday Coffee Mornings at the village 
hall from 10 until noon be with you on:

25th March

29th April

27th May


Do come along and enjoy ’real’ coffee and tea…decaf also available…with a 
slice..or two… of homemade cake.  Delicious bacon rolls are also cooked to 
order.

We usually see about 20 people from the village and beyond but it would be 
lovely to see some new faces.  Come and meet your neighbours and find out 
what is going on in and around Wreningham.


Jean Lambourne


Wren Craftery	 	 


The next meetings will be on:  Wednesdays - 15th April & 20th May

We meet from 10:00 am to noon in the Margaret Preston Room


Sessions are £3 and include refreshments

Come along, bring your current project, one you keep meaning to finish, one 

you want to start or try something new.

Or you just want to chat!


See you there!           Val & Jean            01508 488231


http://www.wreninghamheritage.uk/
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Recycling News

As I’m writing this update, a box containing 2kg of biscuit/cake wrappers is 
waiting for collection and delivery to TerraCycle.  It doesn’t sound much but 
it’s many, many wrappers – they’re just very light!  This will add to our points 
balance which will be translated into money for Friends of Wreningham 
School.  Thank you everyone for your contributions.

As a reminder, our current programmes are:

• Biscuits, cake & snacks packaging – includes biscuits, crackers, Kit Kats, 
Penguins, cereal and snack bars, etc.

• Coffee Ecocaps – less popular, but still valuable due to weight. 

New programmes are always being introduced and, if I feel we’d be able to 
raise money from one, I’ll introduce it but, so far, that hasn’t been the case.

In my previous Mardle entry I put out a call for someone to take over and am 
happy to report that I have found someone.  I’ll update you when everything 
is in place.

Please keep collecting and spread the word to help reach the minimum 
weights for charity points.  I’ll continue to provide information on recycling 
or repurposing initiatives here or on the Eco Living in and around 
Wreningham Facebook group.

A bit of good news.  I recently checked out the South Norfolk Recycling 
website and am thrilled to report we can now put toothpaste tubes in our 
green bins!! At last.  In addition, we can also put pump action nozzles from 
things like liquid hand soap.  Until now, we were only able to put bottles with 
lids in the bin if it had a trigger operation and not a pump action.  Now, both 
are acceptable so leave them attached to the bottle and recycle. 

Don’t forget many items can be refilled so no need for new plastic bottles or 
packaging.  My favourite is The Green Grocers on Earlham Rd  …
www.thegreengrocers.co.uk  but Ethical Ernie has now moved into Castle 
Quarter too.  There are others – check online.  At both these stores you can 
refill household cleaning, laundry and personal care bottles and loads more 
plus buy dry goods such as seeds, grains, pasta & dried fruit loose.  Just take 
your own container and fill it.

Happy recycling!	 	 	 	 	 	 Val


Contact:  01508 488231 or val@valkeel.co.uk

Facebook: Eco living in and around Wreningham


http://www.thegreengrocers.co.uk
mailto:val@valkeel.co.uk
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Regular Events

Regular Weekly Activities on Wednesdays

Zumba   	  6:30 - 7:30pm £6 (suitable for all levels)

	 firedragonevans@yahoo.co.uk  or 07789748457


Table Tennis      8:00 - 9:30pm   (£4 per week)

	 Scott/Julian/Henry at  woodlands_atoms@outlook.com

	   All abilities welcome & equipment provided


Some Fridays (normally alternate) school term times


Little Wrens Playgroup    9:15 - 11:15am


(For the dates please see the Events calendar on the VH website

or their Facebook page:	 Litttle Wrens Playgroup


Regular Monthly Activities

Crafters Group (3rd Wednesday)   10:00 - Noon £3 (Contact Val)


Last Wednesday Coffee Morning   10:00 - Noon (Contact Jean)


Live Music Dances (usually Saturdays)

Shirley Aldous 01508 489606/07951864295


Country Music (usually Saturday evenings & Sunday afternoons)

Sandra 07799 596975/01508 813754 
stetsonsandshamrockcmc@outlook.com


Womens Institute (WI) Meetings (usually 2nd Tuesday 2:00-400pm)


Copy date for the next issue for June & July is May 17th 2026.


There will be a new editor for the next edition.

If you have something for inclusion, there is a new email address.


The new email address is 

WrenMardle@gmail.com 


Thanks - Sue & Mick Ryder (retired Mardle Editors!)


mailto:firedragonevans@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:woodlands_atoms@outlook.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100076850693010
mailto:stetsonsandshamrockcmc@outlook.com
mailto:WrenMardle@gmail.com


 of 15 20

April 2026

2nd	 Pilates - 6-7pm Contact Lucy - Lucy.harv@gmail.com


2nd	 Cocktail Evening 7:00 – 11:00pm

3rd	 Feet Up Friday 5:00 – 8:00pm (see page 3)

5th	 Country Music 2:00pm - 6pm - Contact Sandra (W&W Bar open)

10th	 Quiz Night  - 7:30 - 11pm (See page 3)

11th	 Live Music Nights - Rum Ole Rockers 8pm-11:45pm £9 - 		 	
	 Contact Shirley (W&W Bar open)

14th	 Women’s Institute - 2:00-4:00pm - Elaine Tuffield (see Regular Users)

15th	 Village Crafters Group 10:00 – Noon (£3 - Contact Val)

17th	 Little Wrens Playgroup - 9:15 - 11:15

17th	 Heritage Group  - 2:00-4:00pm - Jean Lambourne (see Regular Users)

17th	 Fish & Chips from 5:00pm (see the back page for booking details)

18th	 Trail Walk - 9am - 3pm - (see page 3)

18th	 Country Music 8:00pm - midnight - Contact Sandra (W&W Bar open)

29th	 Last Wednesday Coffee Morning 10:00 - Noon


May 2026

1st	 Little Wrens Playgroup - 9:15 - 11:15 

3rd	 Country Music 2:00pm - 6pm - Contact Sandra (W&W Bar open)


7th	 Cocktails Evening - 7:00 – 11:00pm

9th	 Church Plant Sale - 10am - Noon (see page 4)

9th	 Live Music Nights - Mel Stevens & the Classics 8pm-11:45pm £9

	 Contact Shirley (W&W Bar open)

11th	 Defibrillator Training- 7-9pm - (see page 5 Andrea)

12th	 Women’s Institute - 2:00-4:00pm - Elaine Tuffield (see Regular Users)

12th	 Parish Council Meeting 7:30 to 9:30pm

15th	 Little Wrens Playgroup - 9:15 - 11:15

15th	 Fish & Chips from 5:00pm (see back page for pre booking details)

16th	 Country Music - 8pm-Midnight - Contact Sandra (W&W Bar open)

20th	 Village Crafters Group 10:00 – Noon (£3 - Contact Val)

23rd	 Starfighter Rock ’n Roll Club dance £10 - 8pm to late (W&W bar open)

27th	 Last Wednesday Coffee Morning 10:00 - Noon

29th	 French Cuisine Night - Bring & Share from 7:00pm (see page 4)


Please check the Village Hall website for the latest information


Wreninghamvh.social


https://wreninghamvh.social
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All Saints Church Wreningham

Since my last church report there seems to have been a lot happening.


Firstly, early in February, the Bishop and Archdeacon called together all the 
churchwardens across the Benefice to inform us that Revd Dawn Davidson 
would no longer be Priest-in-Charge from the end of February.  We are now in 
an interregnum, which means we have no clergy and no indication of how long 
we will be without one.


I am now acting as co-ordinator and one  of my jobs will be to arrange for 
retired clergy or clergy from other parishes to take our services.  We are now in 
the same position we were 9 years ago and that interregnum lasted 20 months. 


My first job was to see that we have clergy for the Palm Sunday- Easter period, 
plus we have a number of special services coming up in April/May.


In the meantime, church life still goes on.


I hope that those who came to the Quiz in March enjoyed themselves.  We 
made a small amount towards the fabric funds of both Ashwellthorpe and 
Wreningham churches.


The last of the “Winter Warmer” lunches before the summer break on 25th 
March is also our Lent Lunch in aid of St Martin’s Trust.  Thank you to all who 
have supported any of the 3 Lent Lunches we have held.


The monthly coffee mornings at Forncett St Edmunds church which is open to 
anybody are still being run on the first Thursday of each month from 10 am to 
11:45 am.  These are always friendly events. 


That brings me to another change.  St Edmunds church is now the home of a 
Children’s Day Care business 4 days a week.  This involved getting rid of the 
armchairs and replacing them with comfortable stacking chairs which take up 
less space.  Agreeing a hire arrangement for the business and seeing them 
settled in.  We are so pleased to see one of our churches used during the week 
and of course it brings in much needed revenue.


Plant Sale   (Page 4 has full details)

I hope that if anybody is splitting up plants in the garden, they are potting on 
the spares for us to sell at the plant sale on Saturday 9th May.  If you have never 
been to one of our plant sales, then I can guarantee we usually have a good 
selection at reasonable prices.
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All Saints Church Wreningham (cont’d)

As from April, we move to our summer worship pattern and the times of all 
services will change to either 9 am or 10:30 am.

All the church services across our extended parish are advertised on the church 
notice board each month.  This includes:


19th April - A “Confirmation” service at Fundenhall with Bishop Ian


17th May - 10th Anniversary of the re-opening of Fundenhall church after 
manor work on, again with Bishop Ian.


31st May (hopefully) - the celebration of the opening of Forncett St Peter at 
long last after the major work they have had done.


Details to be confirmed.

Services at Wreningham in April/May are:


Friday 3rd April	 	 2pm	 	 Good Friday – an hour at the cross 		
	 	 	 	 	 with Bishop Ian

Sunday 26th April	 	 9am	 	 BCP Holy Communion

Sunday 24th May	 	 10:30am		 BCP Whit Sunday Holy Communion


Note: -  No 9 am BCP service in May 


Christine Minns (co-ordinator for UTVAS PCC)


UK Landlines Are Going Digital


The UK’s landline phone network is being phased out and replaced with digital 
phone services that run over broadband.


If you do not have a broadband service


If you just have a landline that plugs into a wall socket, then your installation & 
phone will probably need to be changed.  You may want to contact your phone 
provider to get further information on what needs to change & when.


If you are a vulnerable customer, you may also want to let your provider (BT, 
Plusnet etc) know.  For example if you have health telecare devices & personal 
alarms connected to your land line.

If you already have a broadband service

It may be as simple as moving the landline phone cable from the wall socket to 
the back of the broadband router when your broadband provider lets you know.


The switchover should be completed by January 2027.


Are there are any volunteers in the village who would be able to give advice to 
those who might be unsure about what to do? 


Please contact whatsonwren@gmail.com or ask someone to do that for you.

mailto:whatsonwren@gmail.com
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Route number is CEN 215


This service is run by Norfolk County Council.


This information is subject to change or amendment both on a 
permanent and temporary basis.


For all enquiries about this route please call 01603 222303

Wednesday 25th March Black

Wednesday 1st April Green *Saturday 4th April Brown

Wednesday 8th April Black

Wednesday 15th April Green Friday 17th April Brown

Wednesday 22nd April Black

Wednesday 29th April Green Friday 1st May Brown

Wednesday 6th May Black

Wednesday 13th May Green Friday 15th May Brown

Wednesday 20th May Black

Wednesday 27th May Green Friday 29th May Brown

Bin Collections – April & May 2026


Mobile Library Visits – April & May 2026


21st April 16:15
Steven’s Lane Toprow

NR16 1AE 16:45

Village Hall, Mill Lane

NR16 1AN

19th May 16:15
Steven’s Lane Toprow

NR16 1AE 16:45

Village Hall, Mill Lane

NR16 1AN
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NEIL PRIOR - Plumbing and Heating

For all your plumbing and heating requirements,


full bathroom installations

Established 20 years


01508 489359 / 07713 352494

JUSTIN STANGROOM - Just Paint & Decorate

Exterior Painting and Decorating


For more details: 07909 338200         www.justpaintanddecorate.co.uk

justin.stangroom@btinternet.com


Recommendations on Facebook: justpaintanddecorate

Local Businesses

tel:07909%20338200
http://www.justpaintanddecorate.co.uk
mailto:justin.stangroom@btinternet.com
http://justpaintanddecorate
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BAR OPENING TIMES

Thursday Normal opening 8-11pm

When the events below are on, the bar 
will be open at the following times:

Thursday (normally the 1st Friday) Cocktails 7-11pm

Friday (normally the 3rd Friday) Fish & Chips ** 5-11pm

Friday (normally alternate months) Bring & Share 7-11pm

Saturday

(please check the website for any 
changes & additional opening times)

Live Music Dances & 
Country Music events

8-11pm

Sunday Country Music events 2-6pm

* For event dates please see page 15

For updates please check: 


Our Village Hall website:          wreninghamvh.social

Our Facebook Page:	 	 Witch & Wren Community Bar


Notice Boards around the village

Or subscribe to the weekly What’s On email update 

Whatsonwren@gmail.com

** For Fish & Chips nights, orders must be placed in advance between 
2-3pm the day before (Thursday) by calling Tom’s Fish Bar, Mulbarton on  
01508 570251.  Your order will be collected by a village hall volunteer & 
delivered to the Witch & Wren bar at either 5:15pm or 7:30pm.


     ……at Wreningham Village Hall

Open to all


	 	 


https://wreninghamvh.social/
mailto:Whatsonwren@gmail.com
https://wreninghamvh.social

